
ISBN 978-983-9114-92-8 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD/RM/39

^SHERIES A<3®*

REPORT OF THE FIRST CORE EXPERT MEETING 

ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 

FOR PELAGIC FISH RESOURCES IN THE 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC)
Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD)



Report of the First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management 
Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

24 November 2020 

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department 



Report of the First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management 
Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

24 November 2020 

Prepared by: 

Annie Nunis Billy 
Adam Luke Pugas 

Mohammmad Faisal Md Saleh 
Wahidah Mohd Arshaad 

Mazalina Ali 
Hamizah Nadia Alias@Yusof 

Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin Ayob 
Dr Masaya Katoh 

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department 

2021 



iii 

PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

Report of the First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic 
Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region, SEAFDEC MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, 
Malaysia, 24 November 2020 was prepared by Marine Fishery Resources Development and 
Management Department. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION 

Annie-Nunis, B., Adam-Luke, P., Mohammad-Faisal, M.S., Wahidah, M.A., Mazalina, A. 
Hamizah-Nadia, A.Y., Muhammad-Amirullah-Al-Amin, A. and Katoh, M. 2021. Report of 
The First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish 
Resources in the Southeast Asian Region. Southeast Asia Fisheries Development 
Center. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD/RM/39. 23 pp.

Coverpage image photographed by: Abdul Aziz Yusof

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 

The publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method or process, 
without written permission from the copyright holder.  Application for such permission 
with a statement of the purpose and extent of the reproduction desired should be made 
through and address to: 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu,  
Malaysia. 

All Rights Reserved 

©SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 2021 

USER
Cross-Out



iv 

CONTENTS 

I. INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE MEETING 1 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 1 

III. INTRODUCTION OF THE PROGRAM ACTIVITY 1 

IV. GENERAL DISCUSSION AND WAY FORWARD 2 

V. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 4 

ANNEX 1 5 

ANNEX 2 11 

ANNEX 3 13 

ANNEX 4 14 

ANNEX 5 18 

ANNEX 6 19 



1 

The First Core Expert  
Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish 

Resources in the Southeast Asian Region 
24 November 2020 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

I. INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish 
Resources in the Southeast Asian Region was organized by SEAFDEC/MFRDMD via Google 
Meet webinar on 24 November 2020. The meeting was attended by the representatives from 
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam; as 
well as resource persons from Japan and Malaysia; the representatives from SEAFDEC 
Secretariat and SEAFDEC/TD; the Chief, Deputy Chief, and Officials from 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. The list of participants appears as Annex 1.

2. The meeting was officiated by the Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Dr Ahmad Ali. He 
iterated the aims of this meeting, i) presenting findings and outputs of the previous project and
ii) the introduction of the new project for the year 2020-2024. He expected all member
countries to acquire information based on the previous project outputs and share ideas as the
way forward to the new project. He extended his gratitude to the Japanese Trust Fund for
supporting this project and the Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD for his efforts in
preparation for this meeting. The opening address appears as Annex 2.

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

3. The agenda was presented to the meeting and adopted without any amendment as
appeared in Annex 3.

III. INTRODUCTION OF THE PROGRAM ACTIVITY

4. The Project Coordinator, Mr Mohammad Faisal Md Saleh, presented the review on 
JTF VI Phase I, "Comparative Studies on the Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the 
Southeast Asian Region." He explained the results and outputs from the previous project as 
well as the findings and recommendations.

5. He also presented an overview of the new project under Japanese Trust Fund Phase II 
for the duration of the year 2020-2024, entitled "Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic 
Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region." The main objective of this project is to evaluate 
the pelagic fish resources in the Southeast Asian region to establish the sustainable 
management strategy for the pelagic fisheries. His presentation appears as Annex 4.

6. Additionally, the Program and Policy Coordinator of SEAFDEC Secretariat, Dr 
Worawit Wanchana, mentioned that SEAFDEC also established the Scientific Working Group 
(SWG) for Stock Assessment on Neritic Tunas in the Southeast Asian Region under the 
ASEAN mechanism to conduct research on neritic tunas and small pelagic species as well.

7. The resource person, Prof. Dr Takashi Matsuishi of Hokkaido University, Japan, 
questioned the validity of the title, "Fisheries Management Strategy," due to the stock
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assessment component included in this project. Instead, he suggested a new title 'Fisheries 
Management Plan". Regarding the multispecies condition in the Southeast Asian region, he 
mentioned the difficulty in conducting stock assessment studies, thus recommended the 
meeting to manage selected important species rather than multispecies altogether. At the same 
time, he expressed his reservation on age determination through otoliths study. He explained 
that it is challenging to conduct this study in tropical areas due to the long and indistinct 
spawning season.  

8. The Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Dr Masaya Katoh, clarified that changing 
the project title as suggested by Prof. Dr Matsuishi is not possible as it has been agreed during 
the Forty-two Program Committee Meeting by member countries. Dr Worawit also stated that 
this project is under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC FCG/ASSP Mechanism (a program under 
SEAFDEC and ASEAN collaborative program). However, Dr  Katoh informed that 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD would consider the risk assessment study, especially within the tropical 
species, to overcome the region's limitation of multispecies situation.

9. The resource person, Dr Rumeaida Mat Piah from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, 
explained that while the analysis of otolith for tropical fish is hard, she had five (5) years of 
experience in grouper otolith analysis. She also successfully conducted otolith analysis for two
(2) species of tunas. Simultaneously, she confirmed that the otolith shown during the 
presentation belongs to tropical fish that Ms Annie and her team worked on.

10. The representative of Viet Nam, Mr Nguyen Viet Nghia, suggested a fisheries 
management plan as the final output for JTF VI Phase II. He also agreed to continue with the 
genetic study, suggested additional species, and considered early life-history study if possible.

IV. GENERAL DISCUSSION AND WAY FORWARD

• SELECTION OF TARGET SPECIES FOR TWO (2) SMALL PELAGIC

V. Dr Katoh explained that two (2) groups of pelagic fishes are the JTF VI Phase II study's 
primary focus. They are, i) neritic tuna, specifically kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis), and 
ii) two(2) small pelagic species that yet to be determined.

12. Mr Mohammad Faisal presented the result from questionnaires that have been 
distributed to the ASEAN Member States (AMSs). Most of the respondents selected 
Rastrelliger kanagurta and Rastrelliger brachysoma as the first and second choice of target 
species. Thus, he suggested that the target species are R. kanagurta, R. brachysoma, scad 
(group), and anchovies (group). He further explained that R. kanagurta is mainly caught by 
purse seine and trawler while R. brachysoma is usually caught by gillnet at coastal area, hence 
facilitate the identification of Rastrelliger spp. up to species level. Meanwhile, scads will be 
analyzed as a group since multiple species are caught in the same gear but grouped 
indiscriminately at the landing ports. His presentation appears as Annex 5.

13. Dr Katoh also explained that it is suggested to include more species for genetic studies 
to achieve a comprehensive result, but the cost will increase. Hence, only a few species will be 
selected for cost-effectiveness.
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14. The Assistant Project Manager for JTF Program, Mr Isao Koya, inquired on the 
justification of categorizing scads and anchovies as a group. Dr Katoh and Mr Mohammad 
Faisal clarified that both scads and anchovies are caught together by purse seine as 
multispecies catches, resulting in difficulty sorting them by species-level at landing sites.

15. The representative of Malaysia, Mr Sallehudin Jamon, agreed with this assessment. He 
also suggested selecting pelagic fish species caught specifically by purse seine as target species 
to ensure robust fisheries management.

16. The representative of Philippines, Mr Francisco Torres Jr., informed that Rastrelliger 
spp. are caught together in Philippines waters, thus suggesting to study Rastrelliger spp. as a 
group. He added that the dominant species for pelagic fishes in each AMSs is different.

17. The representative of Thailand, Ms Praulai Nootmorn, and Mr Nguyen agreed and 
supported the suggestion made by Mr Mohamad Faisal for the selected target species. She 
proposed R. brachysoma since Thailand has long-term statistical data and DNA study of R. 
brachysoma. Likewise, R. kanagurta and scads were selected too. Meanwhile, Mr Nguyen 
revealed that Viet Nam also conducted a DNA study for Decapterus maruadsi. Dr Katoh 
responded that it would be good to select those species since many AMSs have conducted DNA 
studies.

18. The representative of Indonesia, Mr Kamaluddin Kasim, informed the meeting that 
dominant species in Indonesian waters are D. ruselli, R. kanagurta, and Selar 
crumenophthalmus. He also mentioned that Indonesia has enough CPUE data on those species. 
Lastly, he suggested a discussion on data collection and analysis required for the study.

19. Mr Sallehudin inquired about selecting the specific species of Decapterus spp., 
specifically D. russelli since it is hardly found in Malaysian waters. He emphasized that R. 
brachysoma is one of the important species in Malaysia and suggested three (3) species of 
Decapterus (D. maruadsi, D. macrosoma, and D. russelli) and two (2) species of Rastrelliger 
(R. kanagurta and R. brachysoma). Mr Mohammad Faisal explained that it is challenging to 
obtain species-specific samples of Decapterus spp. in landing sites since they are not readily 
categorized according to their species. Mr Nguyen agreed as mixed catches are commonly 
landed in Vietnamese waters, including Decapterus spp, Japanese scads (D. maruadsi), and 
Japanese jack mackerel (Trachurus japonicus).

20. Mr Francisco requested the meeting to consider the study of transboundary species as 
well. He suggested a collaboration study among the AMSs and SEAFDEC. Dr Katoh agreed 
and considering this suggestion.

21. Lastly, Mr Mohammad Faisal concluded that the target species for small pelagic fishes 
are R. kanagurta, R. brachysoma, and Decapterus spp.

• FUTURE PLANNING

22. For the year 2021, Mr Mohammad Faisal proposed to conduct two (2) regional 
workshops depending on the COVID-19 situation in the region. He also recommended 
appointing two (2) focal points from each AMS for this project.



4 

23. Prof. Dr Matsuishi emphasized the morphological similarity of R. kanagurta and R. 
brachysoma and the need to exercise caution during the identification process. He also 
proposed SEAFDEC/MFRDMD to collect information on R. brachysoma from Thailand 
before starting this project. Dr Katoh responded that participating countries would note 
suggestions by Prof. Dr Matsuishi, and SEAFDEC/MFRDMD will utilize the genetic 
approach (DNA marker) for identification purposes.

24. Dr Rumeaida suggested that the samples for the otolith study need to be obtained in 
sufficient numbers. She also proposed that juvenile samples (<1 year) should be collected for 
otolith study.

25. Ms Praulai seconded Prof. Dr Matsuishi's suggestions on sharing findings for R. 
brachysoma in Thailand. Regarding the concern raised by Prof. Dr Matsuishi, she informed 
the meeting that the identification of R. kanagurta and R. brachysoma is possible. She also 
mentioned that there was a DNA study on this species using DNA microsatellite marker.

V. CLOSING OF THE MEETING

26. The Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Dr Katoh, conveyed his thanks to all the 
participants, resource persons, and secretariat of the meeting for their hard works and 
contributions to the meeting, which were very helpful for improving the pelagic fisheries 
management in the Southeast Asian Region. His closing remarks appears as Annex 6.
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Annex 2 

OPENING ADDRESS 

Dr Ahmad Ali 
Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

The First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish 
Resources in the Southeast Asian Region 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

24 November 2020 

Very good morning 

Representatives from Brunei Darussalam 
Representatives from Cambodia 
Representatives from Indonesia 
Representatives from Malaysia 
Representatives from Myanmar 
Representatives from Philippines 
Representatives from Thailand 
Representatives from Viet Nam 
Representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat 
Representatives from SEAFDEC/TD 
Our honoured guests from Hokkaido University and University Malaysia Terengganu and 
All officers from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

First of all, I would like to welcome all of you to "The 1st Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries 
Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region". 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The project entitled "Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the 
Southeast Asian Region" is a second phase project under the Japanese Trust Fund VI program 
started this year and will be completed in 2024. This Core Expert Meeting is one of the 
activities planned in the year 2020. 
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SEAFDEC conducted research on major targeted pelagic species during JTF II and JTF VI 
projects in the Southeast Asian Region with the different goals. The JTF II project aimed to 
ascertain the migration route and existence/absence of sub-populations of small pelagic fishes 
in the ASEAN region. Meanwhile, the JTF VI project, aimed to develop the reliable 
management strategies for purse seine fisheries in the Southeast Asian region and to collect 
fundamental information on purse seine fisheries (catch and effort data, biological data of 
species caught by purse seine gear) associated to the multispecies situation of pelagic fishes in 
the SEA region. 

Thus, in this second phase of JTF VI, further study is required to acquire more extensive 
information and data for the assessment and management of four dominant pelagic species in 
the SEA region comprising two neritic tuna and two small pelagic species. In order to 
strengthen this information, there is a need to carry out the stock assessment (SA) and risk 
assessment (RA) for those species. 

Two (2) objectives of this meeting are; 

i. To share information and results on the previous JTF VI project, entitled "Comparative
Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region".

ii. To introduce new project under the JTF VI Phase II to AMSs and to find way forward until
end of year 2024.

At the end of this meeting all AMSs will get updated information on the outcome of previous 
JTF VI conducted during 2015 - 2019 and way forward for this phase two new project and 
recommendations.  

Finally, I would like to record my appreciation and congratulation to all SEAFDEC/
MFRDMD staff especially Deputy Chief Dr Masaya Katoh, Mr Mohammad Faisal and Ms 
Mazalina as well as Dr Worawit Wanchana for SEAFDEC Secretariat for making this Core 
Expert Meeting a reality. With that, I officially open the 1st Core Expert Meeting on 
Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region.  

Thank you 
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Annex 3 

THE FIRST CORE EXPERT MEETING ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
FOR PELAGIC FISH RESOURCES IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION 

24 NOVEMBER 2020 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA and TIMETABLE 
Moderator: Special Departmental Coordinator of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting 

1000 – 1005 Opening Address  
By Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda and Photo Session 

1005 - 1020  Introduction and Adoption of the Agenda 

Agenda 3: Introduction of the Program Activity 

1020 - 1050 Introduction of the Program Activity for JTF VI Phase II  
By Mr Mohammad Faisal Md Saleh, Ms Wahidah Mohd Arshaad and Ms Annie 
Nunis Billy from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

1050 - 1100 Tea Break 

Agenda 4: General Discussion and Way Forward 
Facilitator: Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

1100 - 1130 Selection of Target Species for Two Small Pelagic 

Future Planning 

Agenda 5: Closing of the Meeting 

1130 - 1140 Closing Remarks by Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
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Annex 6 

CLOSING REMARKS 

Dr Masaya Katoh 

Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

The First Core Expert Meeting on Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic Fish 
Resources in the Southeast Asian Region 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 
24 November 2020 

Professor Takashi Matsuishi, Hokkaido University, Dr Rumeaida Mat Piah, University 
Malaysia Terengganu, Dr Ahmad Ali, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD and Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Good afternoon. 

Thank you very much for active participation from SEAFDEC Member Countries during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Because of the pandemic, we cannot host face-to-face international 
meetings.  Instead we had a video meeting today.  This CEM is supported by the Japanese Trust 
Fund 6 Phase II project started this year, namely "Fisheries Management Strategies for Pelagic 
Fish Resources in the Southeast Asian Region." We work for sustainable fisheries in the region 
and I hope we will work closely to obtain our goal. Now, I declare the meeting closed.  Thank 
you very much. 
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