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~ Mangrove ecosyst
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As half of the world’s mangrove ecosystems teeter on the brink of collapse, a rec,eht study
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature issues a sobering wake-up call
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the world’s mangroves, evaluating 36  at least 20 per cent were already at Hon duras’ in I
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IUCN director-general Grethel Mangroves are threatened by

Aguilar said the assessment “high-  deforestation, development, pollution,
lights the urgent need for coordinated.  and dam construction. However, the -
conservation of mangroves — crucial. ~ risk is increasing because of the rise -

habitats for millions in vulnerable in-sea levels, as well as the greater

communities worldwide™. frequency of severe storms, whichare
Mangroves are trees or shrubs that  associated with climate change.
grow mainly in seawater or brackish TURN TO PAGE 20
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Guaiamum (Cardisoma guanhumi), or blue land
crab, enlisted as Critically Endangered pictured
on a mangrove in west Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. i
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Brazil, in April.

_Half of mangroves at risk of collapse

Regional mangrove ecosy by IUCN threat status
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