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N invasive fish species, "

the Chao Phraya catfish,

was recently released into

Tasik Biru, Kundang, Sel-
angor.

This raises concems that the
released invasive fish could crossinto
river systems and reach the ocean or
marine ecosystems, posing a serious
threat to broader environmental sus-
tainability.

The Malaysian Fisheries Depart-
ment said nets would be installed
at the lake’s exits after pictures of
the release were circulated on social
media. 3

In Malaysia, there are laws against
the release of invasive fish into public
waters, such asthe Fisheries Act1985.
The Act sets heavy penalties for indi-
viduals or entities that violate these
regulations.

However, violations are often not’

taken seriously or only incur light
penalties, signalling to violators that
their actions have no significant con-
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sequences.

Thegapbetween policy and society
is one of the main causes of the inef-
ficiency in policy implementation in
this matter.

Often, policiesare notaccompanied
by sufficient awareness campaigns,
leading to the public not understand-
ing the importance or implications of
their actions on ecosystems.

Itisessential tointegrateacompre-
hensive educational approach with

. law enforcement to ensure maximum

effectiveness.

Our country’s rich marine resourc-
esmustbe protected through firm poli-
ciesand coordinated actionstoensure
the wellbeing of marine ecosystems
and the human lives that depend on

- them.

Malaysian waters also hold signifi-
canteconomicimportance. Thefisher-
iessectorcontributesbillions of ringgit
to the economy and provides a vital
source of protein for Malaysians.

It is disappointing that we still do

" not have a comprehensive national

plan for managing and monitoring
marine resources.

This also provides more reasons to
establish a dedicated ministry for the
management of the country’s waters,
including marine and maritimeissues.

Establishing a ministry to over-
see our marine resources have been
repeatedly recommended by experts
in the country due to issues such
as overlapping jurisdictions among
government agencies, leading to inef-
ficiency and confusion in policy, the
absence of centralised management,
and the lack of data and technical
expertise.

InIndonesiaand SouthKorea, these
dedicated ministries exist and play
roles in managing maritimie logistics
systems, sustainable ocean manage-
ment, achieving maritime security,

and prospering fishing communities..

The establishment of a dedicated
ministry responsible for marine and
maritime affairs is a critical step that

should be taken.

This ministry will ensure that
all aspects related to the country’s
waters, including fisheries, marine
biodiversity conservation, pollution
management, and maritime security,
aremanaged more systematically and
comprehensively.

Apart from establishing the min-
istry, the government can take these
steps:

ESTABLISH acomprehensive policy
covering all aspects of marine man-
agement and protection, including
controllinginvasivespecies, pollution
management, and conserving critical
habitats such as coral reefs and man-
groves;

STRENGTHEN the ‘enforcement
of existing laws by increasing the
resourcesand capabilities of enforce-
ment agencies, ensuring that penal-
ties are severe enough to deter viola-
tions;

CONTINUOUSLY monitorand assess
the condition of marine ecosystems,
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identify new threats, and evaluate the
effectiveness of measures taken;

ENHANCE cooperation among
government agencies, research insti-
tutions, the private sector, and non-
governmental organisation to ensure
an integrated and effective approach
to managing marine issues; and,

ENCOURAGE educational and
research institutions to play a more
activerole notonlyineducating future
generations and conducting research
‘butalsoin expressesing opuuons on
marine issues.

These institutions need to be
involved in information dissemina-
tion, policy advocacy and providepol-
icy-makers evidence-based guidance.

Firm measures must. be taken
before we payahlgherpnce fortoday’s
mistakes.

MOGESH SABABATHY 5
National Consultative Panel Member
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Sustainability




