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Message from

Director General of Fisheries
Malaysia (Council Director
of SEAFDEC for Malaysia)

During the years as Council Director of SEAFDEC for
Malaysia, there have been significant developments and
changes in the role of MFRDMD, as the fourth department
of SEAFDEC. After 15 years of establishment, there has
been tremendous development from a small rented
building to the present modern research complex and
facilities. The establishment of MFRDMD on 3 May 1992
is very timely due to global recognition for the need to
effectively address the problem of overfishing,
degradation of fish habitat and loss of biodiversity in the marine environment. The urgency
of addressing overcapacity and overfishing in marine fisheries was recently voiced in
many international events. Thus, the establishment of the MFRDMD as a leading role in
the Southeast Asian region for the management and development of marine fishery
resources enabled regional efforts especially through the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Fisheries
Consultative Group to be consolidated and efficiently implemented in order to avoid
pitfalls of several unsuccessful efforts.

International linkages and partnerships, have been steadily developed in the research
programs of MFRDMD. This is clearly reflected by the continuing support and cooperation
from the Japanese Government through Japanese Trust Fund and other international
organizations such as SIDA, FAO and GEF through SEAFDEC Secretariat. MFDRMD is
encouraged to continue increasing its visibility as a knowledge and technical department
and to expand its international collaboration and networking with other renowned local
and international organizations/ institutions. There is no doubt in my mind that MFRDMD
will continue to give supportive role in accordance with the international and regional
needs for information and expertise in tackling challenging issues in sustaining fisheries
resources for both economic and social future of the fishing industries and marine
environment in the region.

| would like to take the opportunity in this special publication of 15 years of MFRDMD to
thank the present Chief of MFRDMD, Mr. Raja Mohammad Noordin bin Raja Omar, former
Chiefs and Deputy Chiefs as well as staff of MFRDMD for their continued and consistent
contribution and commitment towards the programs and activities in MFRDMD. Without
them MFRDMD will not be visible and relevant as it is today.

Congratulation and thank you.

DATO’ JUNAIDI BIN CHE AYUB
SEAFDEC Council Director for Malaysia
and

Director General of Fisheries Malaysia.
May 2007
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Foreword by
the Chief of
SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

In reviewing the progress of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD, |
admire the work of previous Chiefs, Deputy Chiefs
and staff of MFRDMD for their endless contributions
from an early establishment of the department until
my tenure. In looking back, | have seen significant
achievements, development and success of the
department in regional programs where MFRDMD has been given the task to take a
leading role in implementing projects related to capture fisheries as well as issues
related to the conservation and management of sea turtles in the region.

Today after 15 years MFRDMD is born, the task to lead the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries in achieving sustainable fisheries and increasing fish supply is very
challenging. MFRDMD has now matured and ready to perform regional and national
roles in implementing both regional and national programs among the Member
Countries. | have confidence in years to come that MFRDMD will continue as a leading
department in sustainable fisheries development with greater success in tandem with
involvement of experts in numerous field of fisheries management, fishing capacity,
indicators of sustainable fisheries, resource exploration as well as promotion of inland
fisheries development and management.

| would like to express my esteemed appreciation to the support and cooperation from
the Member Countries, guidance and assistance given by the SEAFDEC Secretariat
as well as dedicated staff of MFRDMD during the last 3 years of my tenureship as
Chief of MFRDMD. | am very happy to work with all of them and hope for continued
tireless effort, cooperation and support so as to ensure that MFRDMD will be able to
cope with the high regional and national expectations in addressing and promoting
awareness on sustainable fisheries and its implication to the food security in the region.

RAJA MOHAMMAD NOORDIN BIN RAJA OMAR
Chief of SEAFDEC- MFRDMD
Chendering, Kuala Terengganu

May 2007



Background on the
Establishment of
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC- MFRDMD

The establishment of the Marine Fishery Resources Development and Manag
Department (MFRDMD) was approved by the (SEAFDEC) Southea
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The mission of the center is to provide assistance to SEAFDEC member countries
in matters leading to the sustainable development and management of the fishery
resources in the region through research, training and information dissemination.

Vision
The establishment of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD carries the vision to be a center of

distinction for sustainable development and management of fisheries resources in
the Southeast Asian region.
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Malaysia is a pioneer member of SEAFDEC since its formation

RURMA

in 1968.

Location of the
Departments of

SEAFDEC

The Department of Fisheries Malaysia established a new research
center at Pulau Kambing, Kuala Terengganu known as Fisheries
Research Institute (FRI) East Coast Branch.
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An initial proposal was made by the SEAFDEC Council Director for
Malaysia to set up a new SEAFDEC Department dealing with fishery
resources development and management in the 215t Council Meeting
on 29 Nov. — 2 Dec. 1988 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The outline of
the Malaysian proposal for the fourth SEAFDEC appear is as Annex
1. The department tentatively to be named as the Marine Fishery
Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD)
and to be hosted by Malaysia.The Council agreed to establish a
Technical Working Group to study the Malaysian proposal.

The Councils, in the 22" Meeting in Singapore, welcomed the
proposal for setting up a new department and was informed that the
Secretariat had extended invitation to the Member Countries to
nominate two representatives from each Member Countries to
participate in the Technical Working Group.

The Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) East Coast Branch was
upgraded to the Marine Fisheries Resources Research Center
(PPSIM) and was moved to Wisma Armon, Jalan Kamaruddin Kuala
Terengganu.

[EENA RS
e

The Technical Working Group Meeting to study the Malaysian
proposal on the establishment of the new SEAFDEC department
was convened in Bangkok Thailand from 16-19 January 1990.

The Council at its 23 Meeting in December 1990 in Kuala
Terengganu, Malaysia, agreed to establish the Fourth Department
of SEAFDEC.

PPSP\.
SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
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PPSIM was relocated from Wisma Armon to Wisma Perikanan in
Chendering (presently the office for the Trengganu State Department
of Fisheries) while the new building for PPSIM was being constructed
at the adjacent site.

1991 A team of experts
(Dr. Tamotsu Yonemori, Mr.
Keiichi Kondo and Mr. Iwao
Noguchi), was dispatched to
Malaysia in August 1991, to
formulate the organization of
the fourth department,
functions, research programs
and the three-year
operational plan (1992-
1994). After considering the
report of the Mission, the
Council in the 24™ Meeting
held in the Philippines on 10-
13 Dectmber; 199
endorsed the report and
approved the three year
operational Plan  of
MFRDMD for1992 -1994.
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PPSIM has been upgraded to DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD to
serve as the national as well the regional center. DPPSPM is acronym
for “Departemen Penyelidikan dan Pengurusan Sumber Perikanan
Marin”, which is administratively under the Department of Fisheries,
Malaysis, and MFRDMD is stands for Marine Fishery Resources
Development and Management Department which serve as the fourth
department of SEAFDEC. The center first started its activities on 3™
May 1992, at its own building in Chendering. The DPPSPM is headed
by a Director which is also the Chief for SEAFDEC-MFRDMD.

The first Director of DPPSPM cum the first Chief of SEAFDEC-
MFRDMD was Mr. Lui Yean Pong and the first Deputy Chief of
SEAFDEC-MFRDMD was Dr. Tamotsu Yonemori.

Dr. Tamotsu Yonemori
1992-1995

Mr. Lui Yean Pong
1992-1996
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Japanese Expe?rts attached at M RDMD to implement and support
research in particular studies on board M.V. SEAFDEC

1995 The second Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD, Dr. Keiichiro
Mori, took his office.

Dr. Keiichiro Mori
1995-1998

MFRDMD first published the Catch-effort Statistics of the South China
Sea Area and distributed to it Member Countries

The Third Country Counterpart Training Programme was conducted
from 1 Nov. -31 Dec. 1995, Mr. Fahad A. Aljamia from Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia was the first participant.
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SEAFDEC-MFRDMD and SEFDEC-TD jointly launched an
Interdepartmental Collaborative Research Program to evaluate the
fisheries resources of the South China Seas as a basal objective in
the development of sustainable fisheries. The first of the four defined
survey area, covering the Gulf of Thailand and the East Coast of
Peninsular Malaysia was surveyed using vessel M.V. SEAFDEC.

Mr. Ismail Taufid Md. Yusoff was appointed as the second Director
of DPPSPM cum the Chief of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

Mr. Ismail Taufid Md. Yusoff
1996-2001

MFRDMD started the collection of tuna fishery statistics in the
Southeast Asian region. This responsibility was transferred to
MFRDMD through the FAO SEAFDEC Memorandum of
Understanding signed by FAQO, representing the Indo-Pacific Tuna
Development and Management Programme (IPTP) and SEAFDEC
on 17 June, 1996.

MFRDMD conducted the first SEAFDEC Workshop on Marine Turtle
Research and Conservation in Kuala Terengganu from 15-18 January
1996.

N

FIRST SEAFDENC WORKSHOP
o

CH AND CONSERVATION
MARINE TURTLE P::FEFSE&TF:D o

* SHAHROM BIN HAJI ABDUL MAJID
- DA;EEGSTISR GENERAL OF FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, MALRYSIA

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT DEPARTMEN
Sl?&mEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CENTER

KUALA TERENGGANU, MALAYSIA

15-18 JANUARY 1996
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uide to Important Commercial
Marine Fishes of the South China Sea, a pictorial book prepared
jointly with Japanese Experts.

FIELD GUIDE TO

MARINE FISHES

Maring Fistery fosaurves Develapment and Management Department
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
1998

1998 Mr. Hitoshi Fujita was appointed as the third Deputy Chief
SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

Mr. Hitoshi Fujita
1998-2001

2000 The third Director of DPPSPM cum the Chief of SEAFEC-MFRDMD,
Mr. Ibrahim Saleh was appointed

11
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2001 The fourth Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD Dr. Yoshikazu
Nakamura was appointed

Dr. Yoshikazu Nakamura
2001-2003

2002 MFRDMD started a new collaborative program with Training
Department and the Marine Fisheries Research Department on
information collection for Sustainable Pelagic Fisheries in the South
China Sea.

Information Gathering for Capture Inland Fisheries and The
Identification of Indcators for the Sustainable Development and
Management of Capture Fisheries in the ASEAN Region were
introduced.

12
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2004 The fourth and present Director of DPPSPM cum the Chief of
SEAFDEC-MFRDMD, Mr. Raja Mohammad Noordin Raja Omar and
the fifth and the present Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC-MFRDMD,
Dr. Yoshinobu Konishi, have been appointed.

Dr. Yoshinobu Konishi
2004-Present

Mr. Raja Mohammad Noordin Raja Omar
2004-Present

2006 Cloning of Sea Turtle was introduced.

13
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Greetings from

Mr. Ismail Taufid Md Yusoff
former Chief of MFRDMD

The telephone call the other day from MFRDMD came as a surprise as | had
officially lost contact with the Department for quite some time. | was asked to
convey some insights and comments on MFRDMD as a former Chief, in conjunction
with the Fifteenth Anniversary of MFRDMD/SEAFDEC. | am happy to comply
with the request as it is an opportunity for me to renew old acquaintances through
this short greeting.

| was the second Chief of MFRDMD and had the privilege to work under three
Secretary Generals of SEAFDEC and two Council Directors for Malaysia. The
warm support given by the SEAFDEC Secretariat in Bangkok, Thailand; and the
cooperation from the Chiefs of TD in Bangkok; AQD in lloilo, the Philippines; and
MFRD in Singapore made my attachment in SEAFDEC to be a really memorable
one. | also acknowledge the strong support from the Deputy Chiefs and all the
staff of MFRDMD that had made it possible for me to trek on till the end. These
are fond memories that | cherish till today.

Working with two superiors, one at the regional level and the other at the national
level is not easy. You have to balance between national and regional priorities.
There were trying but manageable situations.

The programs of SEAFDEC and her Departments have undergone several
administrative changes over the years. However the role of SEAFDEC in providing
guidelines for the management of the fisheries resources is very relevant and
crucial for the continued sustenance of fisheries resources in the region.

Apart from the normal research work, MFRDMD also provides a forum and an
avenue for regional and international fisheries management and conservation.
Through JICA, prominent researchers in various fields collaborate with regional
researchers in new area of studies. Over the years MFRDMD and its researchers
have benefited by being a center of reference in specific expertise.

The programs of MFRDMD have been regionalized to get the researchers more
involved in collaborative studies benefiting the region. Projects are monitored for
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cost effectiveness and donors are more concerned and responsible to the tax
payers. Nonetheless determined researchers plod on.

Situation changes over the years and | am in no position to give any advice.
However, one should ponder about us; first as a human being, then about life and
what success means to the human being. Every human being possesses a god
given specialty. He who discovers and exploits this special trait will feel satisfied
and happy in life. The work place is a training center in the affairs of life and this
world. Itis not just a place to earn a living, gain position and promotion and become
great. The mostimportant aspect of being a human being at the work place is to
strive and display your own individuality and specialty to the best of your ability
and hence lead a fulfilling and meaningful life. These are some of the wise words
of the late Tan Sri Konosuke Matsushita, founder of Matsushita Electric, better
known as Panasonic or National.

Greetings from
Mr. Ibrahim Saleh
former Chief of MFRDMD

I would like to take this opportunity to thank MFRDMD for inviting me to say a few
words in conjunction with the celebration of the 15" Years Anniversary of MFRDMD.
I would like to congratulate MFRDMD for this Jubilee Celebration. Inthe 15 years
of existence, MFRDMD has come a long way and has contributed much to the
fisheries development in the region especially in the area of fisheries resource
research and management. It is time for MFRDMD not only to reflect on its past
achievements but also to look forward and to formulate new programmes to be in
line with the global trend and for the sustainability of the resources for future
generations.

| truly hope that MFRDMD could continue contributing towards sustainability of
fisheries resources in the ASEAN region and wish MFRDMD all the best and
success in their future endeavours.

13



Aerial view of Pulau Kambing
Courlersy: Terengganu State Museum
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Researchers of

FRI East Coast Branch
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FRI was affected by flood
in 1986
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-Research activities of
FRI East Coast Branch
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Research vessel
KK SENANGIN

Research vessel
KK AYA
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DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
under construction
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The newly completed
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

————————

@ MFRDMD
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The Deputy Secretary General to the
Ministry of Agriculture Malaysia,
Honorable Dato’ Zulkifli Abdul visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

on 12 April 1993

The Honorable Kayoko Mizuta visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
on 19 January 1994

30
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The Deputy Secretary
. General to the Ministry of

Agriculture Malaysia,

Honorable Dr. T. Marimuthu

visited DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-
MFRDMD on 31 May 1994

MARINE FISHERY RESOURCI
DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT T
(MFRDMD )
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The Minister of Agriculture Malaysia,
Honorable Datuk Amar Dr. Sulaiman
Daud visited DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-
MFRDMD on 14 September 1995

31
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His Excellency Henning Kristiansen,
The Ambassador of Denmark visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

on 1 April 1996

il D MANAGEM
(MEADMD )

The Ambassador of Japan to
Malaysia, His Excellency

Mr. Isse Nomura visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
on 23 February 1997

32



The Secretary General of
SEAFDEC and Training
Department Chief,

The Honorable Mr. Niwes
Ruangpanit visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
on 5 October 2003
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SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

1992-2007

MARINE FISHERY T7TOURCES
DEVELOPMENT AND MAX" -~ (T DEPARTMENT
CMERC

Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
Honorable Dato’ Dr. Tengku
Mahmud Mansor visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD
on 28 February 1998

33



PPS
SEAFDEC-VIFRDMD

1992-2007

......




: (/17
: )W
) PPSPH!
")) JJ /SEAFDEC-MFROMD

N, 1992-2007

The Honorable
Dato’ Junaidi bin Che Ayub

visited DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-
MFRDMD on 16 April 2004
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The Secretary General of SEAFDEC
and Training Department Chief,

The Honorable Dr. Siri Ekmaharaj visited
DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-MFRDMD

on 27 November 2005

The Deputy Director General

of Fisheries, The Honorable

Mr. Ahamad Sabki bin Mahmood
visited DPPSPM/SEAFDEC-
MFRDMD on 3 April 2007

36



PP5
SEAFDEC-VIFRDMD

1992-2007










‘ -fj::.i '
y'= « .
L C@z.'z/z/ Co,nfzéi}--z...fl{:;-'_;-z :

|

=3 = & & \
? < {( = ;

The Third Regional Workshop

SHARED STOCKS IV THE SOUTH (Rl
SEA AREA

Organized by
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD
fith.- 8th. October, 1997
Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
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The Third Regional Technical Consultation on Identification of
Indicators for Sustainable Development and Management of
Capture Fisheries in the ASEAN Region
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RESEARCH IN SELECTIVITY OF FISHING GEAR
AND METHODS IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIAN
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The application of
B TEDs for trawl net
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The study on 38mm
cod-end mesh size
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FIRST SEAFDEC WORKSHOP
MARINE TURTLE RESEARGH AND CONSERVATION
OFFICIATED

BY
Y.BHG. DATO' SHAHROM BIN HAJI ABDUL MAJID
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, MALRYSIA

pINE FISHERY RESOURCES DEVELOPIENT AND MANAGEMENT DEPART
B QUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CERTER

KUALA TERENGGANU, MALAYSIA

15 - 18 JANUARY 1996
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Symposium on the
cloning of sea turtles
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Cephaloscyllium circulopullum Yano, Ahmad and Gambang, sp. nov. Cephaloscyllium sarawakensis Yano, Ahmad and Gambang, sp. nov.
English name @ Circle-blotch pygmy swell shark (New English name)

English name
Malay names  : Yu buncit, Yu kembong, Yu buntal

¢ Sarawak pygmy swell shark (New English name)
name : Maruten ke

- g Malay names @ Yu buncit, Yu kembong, Yu buntal
ame: Niew Japanese. neme) Japanese name : Ko-nanukazame (New Japanese name)

Plate 102: Cephaloscyllivm circulopullum
(Catalogue No. MSR IPP (M), holotype, mature male, 377 mm total length)

Plate 92: Cephaloscyllinm sara
(Catalogue No. MSR201, holotype, mature female, 354 mm total length)
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. UNDER SPECIAL 5-YEAR PROGRAM
INFORMATION GATHERING FOR INLAND CAPTURE FISHERIES

IN ASEAN COUNTRIES
28-30 NOVEMBER 2005
KUALA LUMPUR
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Database training for
inland capture fisheries
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- Fish sampling for
inland capture fisheries
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ON ACOUSTIC RESOURCE SURVEY METHOD
I THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
mea | SEATDC

d - 26ih. AUGUST 1997
ERENGGANU, MALAYSIA

The acoustic survey
using FQ 70 1
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Study on Target Strength (TS)
- of fish for acoustic analysis
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