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Perak fishermen threatened by
gangsters urged to lodge report

IPOH: Inland fishermen who have
been threatened by gangsters
claiming to be acting on'behalf of
illegal farm operators to guard
disused mining pools
in the state have been
urged to lodge police
reports. | - {

State police chief é
Datuk Razarudin ‘Hu-
sain said his depart-
ment had not received
any report on the
threats as reported in
alocal newspaper yes-
terday.

“However, I will ask’
the Criminal Investi-

s

Datuk Razaru

mis 13
in those pools.

The illegal farmers had report-
edly hired gangsters to guard the
disused mining pools in Kampar,
Batang Padang and
Perak Tengah to pre-

3\ vent people from en-

tering those areas.

j Several fishermen
in Perak Tengah dis-

trict had claimed to
have been drawn into
fights, with some be-
ing assaulted and
their fishing equip-
ment and boats dam-
aged by a group of in-
dividuals who

gation Departnrent to claimed to be caretak-
investigate this mat- Husain ers of mining pools in
ter after obtaining the district.

more information.
“We urge anyone who has be-

come a victim to come forward

and lodge a report,” he said here
yesterday.

He was asked to comment on
the newspaper report claiming
that dozens of disused mining
pools in Perak had been illegally
encroached on for farming and
livestock breeding, thus threat-
ening the source of income of
freshwater fishermen, whose
livelihood depended on fishing

- Thelocal press report also men-

tioned that encroachment on the
disused mining pool areas was
not a new issue as. it had been
raised by fishermen in the Kam-
par area at a dialogue session
with Tualang Sekah assembly-
man, Datuk Nolee Ashilin Mo-
hamed Radzi, in 2014.

‘Razarudin said police would in-
vestigate and take action if the
allegations of threats to the fish-
ermen’s safety were found to be
true. Bernama



