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Protecting the

There’sa premlum attached.to the“p1g; .
nosed turtle. And that sp" 11 bad news for

number:of people world\
morefascmatedwdh

its| porcme snout;thist
its'sea-faring/cousins

namely Indonesia; Papua New/Guineat
and! Australia: And unfortunately, thel™
rarera creatureis;the hrgherthe premlum

attached!tolit'‘commercially; attractmg 117

reptile'enthusiaststanditraffickersy
Intajperiod!of/sevenrand!arhalf years
researchers trainingitheir eyesionithe

tradelin pig-nosediturtlestidentifieds

26 sejzures fotallmg 52:374smuggled!
turtles,/oceurringlinforioriginatingffrom
Indonesija:

Monitor Conservation: Research

Society and, the Oxford"Wildlife/Trader
Research Group:examined:201:3-2020"

seizures, looking;at.contemporary.trade
networks: and hubs, mapped' routes;
assessed'successfuliprosecutions; and
in'the process, flaggedifailuresitoiutilise
existingitools tobetter:protectithe/species

andianomaliesiin:ihow! legal:tradefinithe’

speciesiis;permitted;

"PUTTING TOOLSTO USE

~ Globally;a treaty called the! Conventlon on’
Internationalilcadein’ Endangered Specres.

ofWild'Faunaland!Floral(Cites)|provides

ameans ofiregulatingjinternationalitrade

inispeciesithreatenedibyitrade; usingsa
system:of a‘ppendices

Thel pig-nosed’ turtletisi listedtin
Appendlx Il5, which:‘means:trade’ s
“permittedionly:withirequiredpermitsi=
butithelindividualsithatiwereiconfiscated
duringithe’studyiperiodididnitihaverany:
Furthermore) itisitotally protected/in
Indonesia:

FROM LEFT: Repatriation andwildirelease. pix cCOURTESY oF KADOORIE FARM & BOTANIC GARDEN; T'/1e locations of pig-nosed
turtle seizuresthatoccurredinndonesia, andseveral that occurredoutsidethecountiybutreportedndonesia
as the source and quantities of individuals seized.

.| | FURTHER READING :

: : ILLEGAL wildlife trade, seizures
: : and prosecutions: a 7-and-a-
. half-year analysis of trade in
: Pig-nosed Turtles Carettochelys
insculpta in and from Indonesia
by Chris R. Shepherd, Lalita
: Gomez and Vincent Nijman was -
- published in Global Ecology and
: Conservation.
: Read the full paper at www.
. sciencedirect.com/science/
: article/pii/S2351989420307903?
: via%3Dihub
¢ Go to www.mcrsociety.org

Despite/theseilegaliprotections; only,
ninerofithe26icasesiwere successfully,
prosecuted, withithe “successi arguable
asinoneweretojtheifulllextentiofithe!law:
amaximumifive-yearprisonsentence and
afinelofilIS$7:132 ,

Offenders: rarely:received:penalties
close‘to thermaximum/— the highest
prisonjsentence;givenwas:approximately
halfithe potentialimaximum. As'faras
caniberassessed, noloneiwas:charged
for violations‘undenithe:Customs; Llaw
(maximumipenalty/10yearsimprisonment
and US$356,583ifine) or the Fisheries

Act 31 [maximum

penalty five years

imprisonment: and
US$106:975 fine).
“Indonesia has
multiple tools' ini the
formiofilegislation and
regulations:toiserve as
a strong deterrent, and
ultimately to'protect
this species from over-
exploitation,” says Dr
Chris R. Shepherd, the
study’s lead author,
adding: “But tools are
ineffectual if they're not
putito use.”

Protected species
may. be' commercially.
traded in Indonesiaif:the
specimens have been bred
to a second generation

Pig:nosedituitle.
PIXICOURTESY,0F KADOORIE
FARM & BOTANIC GARDEN

ptivity;:and only/by‘traders with'a

“licensejtoibreeditheseispecies: However,
ral ni[ndonesiatare known!torabtse: !

egulationsandlaunderwild-caught
animalstinto thelinternationalimarket
under thelguiselof:beingibred!inicaptivity:

Thepossnbllltyofboguscaptlvebreedlng |

3 ‘operatlons \givenitheitimelandiresources

requirediin breeding:pig-nosed;turtles|in:

* captivityitoitheisecondigeneration,.was
; also flagged inithisirecentistudy:

d[nfallilikelinood! theiturtles:declared
sicaptive-bred areralltwild=caughtior
‘ranched, and;falsely/declaredfasibeing
captivez -bred:to/circunaventirestrictions
dlenablelexportitolcountriesiwhereithe
ecklng ofitheisotrcelofithelimported
anlmals isilaxi# says DriVincent!Nijman,

(S author ofithelstudy:

NEED'FOR ROBUST:STRATEGY: ;
Thelauthorsialsoiquestion how/more than

151000 pig-nosed:turtles:were exported

as wild-caught, in'direct violation of
Indonesia’siownilegislation; including/80
into'the United!States; iniviolationiofithe
USllacey/Act.

The vast majority:were destined:for
mainland Chinaiand Hong Kong: Elevating
thisispecies to’Appendix:| of Cites would
assist/ thei range: states in obtaining
stronger: cooperation:from' other Cites
Parties; asispecies listed'in) Cites | are
generally prohibited:from:international
commerciatitrade, andiin'some/countries,
penalties for:trading in’Appendix! listed
speciesareioften‘higher:

Clearly, Indonesia is in:urgent need
of:a robust strategy. to effectively tackle
thisitrade:along the trafficking chain. The
country:.haslegislation and'infrastructure
that should be utilised to punish the
wildlife criminals, and'ultimately, better
protectthe pig-nosed turtle.

Malaysians too have a role to play
in ending the illegal trade in pig-nosed
turtles. We need to come tagether to help
raise awareness of this issue, and not be
a part of the problem by buying pig-nosed
turtles.

If we see pig-nosed turtles for sale, or:
know of someone keeping one as a pet,
we have to report it to the Department
of Wildlife and National Parks Hotline at
1-800-88-5151 (Mon-Fri office hours) or
the 24-hour MYCAT Wildlife Crime Hotline
at 019-356 4194.

It's time to play our part!
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