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The First Core Expert Meeting on Research for Enhancement 
of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and Rays 

in the Southeast Asian Region 
25 November 2020 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

I. OPENING ADDRESS

1. The Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Dr Masaya Katoh warmly welcomed all
the participants to the "First Core Expert Meeting on Research for Enhancement of Sustainable
Utilization and Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region". He explained
that due to ongoing pandemic, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has to organized the meeting virtually.
He hoped that all the participants would be engaged in the information exchanged throughout
this meeting whilst encouraged to continue data collection activities to ensure sustainable
fisheries in the region. Last but not least, he reminded everyone to keep safe and practice social
distancing. His opening address appears as Annex 1, and the list of participants appears as
Annex 2.

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

2. The agenda was presented to the meeting and adopted without any amendment as
appeared in Annex 3.

III. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF THE MEETING

3. Overview of the meeting was presented by the Project Coordinator, Ms Wahidah Mohd
Arshaad. SEAFDEC has initiated the regional study on sharks and rays since 2003. Throughout
the duration, SEAFDEC had organized many trainings and workshops to enhance member
countries' capacity in taxonomy and data collection as well as for sustainable utilization,
conservation and management of shark resources in the region. According to her, major aims
of this meeting are i) to introduce JTFVI Phase II project from 2020 to 2024 and ii) to present
achievements of previous JTFVI project which has been completed in 2019. Her presentation
appears in Annex 4.

IV. PRESENTATION OF THE OUTPUT OF THE JTF PROJECT IN 2015- 2019

4. Outputs of JTFVI Project, "Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and
Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region" was presented by the Chief
of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Dr Ahmad Ali. Its main objectives are i) to train technical officers
in the participating member countries to be able to collect taxonomic and biological data on
sharks and rays in their respective countries, ii) to summarize genetic information of shark and
ray species identification by DNA barcoding technique, and iii) to gather information on
utilization of sharks and rays in the region for proper fishery management and sustainable
utilization.

5. He briefly explained significant achievements from this project, which includes the
compilation of shark biodiversity in the region during the five (5) years project duration; in
which Indonesia recorded the highest species diversity (117 species; seven (7) orders, 26
families). Additionally, DNA samples for DNA barcoding study were collected from numerous
locations throughout the region, namely Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet
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Nam. Apart from that, shark marketing surveys were conducted in collaboration with Indonesia 
in Java and Sumatera (2018) and Kalimantan (2019). The report has been jointly published by 
Indonesia and SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. His presentation appears in Annex 5. 

6. The representative of Japan, Mr Taiki Ogawa, asked concrete examples of shark and
ray teeth products, which were shown in the presentation. Dr Ahmad responded that while all
sharks that were caught are fully utilized, not all parts are edible. Bigger-sized teeth are
commonly used as ornaments and souvenirs. The representative of Indonesia, Mr Dharmadi,
explained that shark products' demand and price across Indonesia is consistent despite the
current global pandemic situation.

V. CURRENT GLOBAL ACTS, CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
SHARKS AND RAYS AND FUTURE DIRECTION

7. The meeting continued with a presentation by the Policy and Program Coordinator from
SEAFDEC Secretariat, Dr Worawit Wanchana. In his presentation, he highlighted that shark
resources' status is still largely unknown despite Southeast Asian region has the most diverse
species of sharks and rays in the world as there is lack of catch and landing data on specific
species of sharks. He informed that SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has conducted research on the
utilization of sharks and their by-products throughout the years and thus will continue to
support ASEAN Member States (AMSs) in order to improve data collection activities in the
region. Hence, he concluded his presentation by iterating the importance of capacity building
activities on sharks and rays species identification to facilitate data collection on both groups.
His presentation appears in Annex 6.

8. The representative of Malaysia, Mr Abdul Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad, strongly
supported Dr Worawit's suggestions to i) to continue data collection and ii) capacity building
for sharks and rays. He also recommended conducting stock assessments for both groups in the
future.

9. Dr Ahmad informed that from March to May 2020, IUCN had organized online
assessment for sharks and rays from Indian waters to Vietnamese waters. Cambodia, Indonesia
and Malaysia participated in this assessment, and the report will be published in 2021. The
finding indicates that there is taxonomic difficulty in the identification of certain sharks and
rays species in the region. Furthermore, he strongly supported the suggestion by Dr Worawit
in which the continuation of capacity buildings for sharks and rays identification at the species
level is needed.

10. The representative of Japan, Mr Teruo Kitade, expressed his appreciation for
SEAFDEC on its continuous support for shark and ray studies in the Southeast Asian region.
He wished to continue assisting SEAFDEC to ensure sustainable utilization of shark and ray.

11. The representative of Malaysia, Ms Noor Hasmayana Yahya mentioned that Malaysia
is preparing the National Plan of Action for Conservation and Management of Sharks Plan 3
(NPOA-Sharks) in 2021. At the same time, Malaysia is also preparing the Coral Triangle
Initiative (CTI) assessment report with Dr Ahmad and his team's assistance.
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VI. INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW JTFVI PHASE II PROJECT ENTITLED
"RESEARCH FOR ENHANCEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION AND
MANAGEMENT OF SHARKS AND RAYS IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION
2020-2024

12. Dr Katoh presented JTFVI Phase II project entitled "Research for Enhancement of 
Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region". 
The objectives of this project are; i) to develop capacity in taxonomy, new species/ record 
identification and management of major shark species, ii) to clarify the stock structure for at 
least two (2) common species of sharks or rays and one (1) CITES-listed species, and iii) to 
collect information on utilization of sharks and rays for future management and sustainable 
utilization. His presentation appears in Annex 7.

13. The Assistant Project Manager for the Japanese Trust Fund Programs, Mr Isao Koya 
proposed to submit findings from this project to Animal Committee of CITES in 2022. He 
iterated on the importance of information sharing with CITES to downlist the current status of 
certain sharks and rays species from Appendix II to Appendix III. Dr Katoh responded that 
SEAFDEC may submit the results of the project to the Animal Committee of CITES and he 
suggested further discussion with SEAFDEC Secretariat on submission of documents to 
Animal Committee of CITES.

14. The representative of Philippines, Mr Franscisco Tores, Jr inquired on the 
documentation for the downlisting of species from Appendix II to Appendix III. Dr Ahmad 
explained that submission of scientific evidence that demonstrates the stock is increasing for a 
certain period is required to downlist the species listing from Appendix II to Appendix III.

15. The representative of Indonesia, Mr Dharmadi, expressed his concern regarding this 
project's population and socio-economic components. The population component includes 
landing data for both sharks and rays, and the socio-economic components include target 
fishing and by-catch.

16. The representative of Thailand, Ms Thanawan Somjit, revealed that Thailand had 
published NPOA- Sharks in the Thai language. She also requested supports in term of training 
in taxonomy and research. Dr Ahmad informed that SEAFDEC has been working with The 
Department of Fisheries (DoF) Thailand, such as translating NPOA-Sharks from the Thai 
language to English.

VII. GENERAL DISCUSSION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE NEW JTFVI
PHASE II PROJECT

17. Mr Dharmadi inquired on the continuation of study for sharks and rays marketing from
central to eastern Indonesia. Dr Katoh explained about the difficulty in obtaining permission
for research activities from the Government of Indonesia. However, SEAFDEC is willing to
support any local researcher who is interested in the study. Dr Ahmad mentioned that similar
methodology from domestic marketing surveys in Java, Sumatra and Kalimantan could be
applied if there is a future collaboration with local researchers.

18. Ms Noor Hasmayana mentioned that the Core Expert Meeting (CEM) is an excellent
information exchange platform amongst AMSs. She iterated that DoF Malaysia will continue
to provide supports on all activities under JTFVI Phase II. She hoped that more data collection
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efforts could be conducted to provide accurate information to give accurate information to 
CITES listing species. 

19. The representative of Myanmar, Mr Soe Win, informed that information and knowledge 
obtained in the previous JTFVI training would be applied in JTFVI Phase II. Myanmar will 
also focus on collecting data for sharks and rays utilization in the country. 

20. Mr Torres hoped for more collaboration between SEAFDEC and the Philippines in the 
future. He explained that Philippines would continue working on "Shark Identification Guide 
Version 2". The guide will be published in 2021. 

21. Mr Kitade stated that projects of SEAFDEC do not always have specific goals such as 
downlisting particular species. He also mentioned that the proposal from Mr Koya might be 
too ambitious at this time. Mr Kitade suggested that SEAFDEC member countries consider 
their possible actions on CITES meetings after observing data collected by their projects. Dr 
Katoh emphasized the importance of sufficient scientific evidence to ensure the success of 
downlisting species from Appendix II to Appendix III. Mr Koya also agreed and added that if 
there is enough information collected in JTFVI Phase II, SEAFDEC will present the findings 
to the Animal Committee of CITES to remove certain species from Appendix II to Appendix 
III. Dr Ahmad stated that SEAFDEC/MFRDMD would support the idea of downlisting certain 
sharks and rays, as mentioned by Mr Koya with the data and information collected in this 
region. 

22. Dr Worawit suggested the meeting to establish a scientific working group (SWG) 
similar to SWG Neritic Tunas in the region to encourage technical discussion, especially on 
stock assessment model. Dr Ahmad clarified that a Whatsapp group had been established in 
data collection participating countries. IUCN Shark Specialist Group for Southeast Asia is now 
open for application for new members. The curriculum vitae (cv) format will be distributed to 
participants interested in joining the IUCN expert group in the region.  

23. The representative of SEAFDEC/TD, Mr Sukchai Anupapboon mentioned that many 
enumerators in participating countries still face difficulties to identify sharks and rays up to 
species level. As a data validator in SEAFDEC/TD, he found that important information such 
as fishing ground is not recorded correctly. He suggested SEAFDEC/MFRDMD conduct 
training courses on sharks and rays identification and data recording and validating data 
according to SOP provided by SEAFDEC. 

24. Dr Ahmad explained that SEAFDEC only managed to support data collection for five 
(5) days per month for participating countries due to budget constraints. In Malaysia, the DoF 
supported an additional seven (7) days per month, enabling Malaysia to collect more robust 
data for stock assessment purposes. However, he assured Mr Sukchai that 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD would try to accommodate SEAFDEC/TD suggestions. 

25. Dr Ahmad announced that since he will retire next year, Ms Wahidah replaced him as 
the new project leader for JTFVI Phase II. Ms Wahidah mentioned that she would focus on 
DNA study and for JTFVI Phase II, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD will emphasize stock structure for 
the selected shark species while Mr Abdul Haris Hilmi will assisting in sharks and rays 
identification. 
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VIII.  CLOSING OF THE MEETING  

26. Dr Ahmad thanked all participants for their attendance, despite their busy schedule. He 
informed that MFRDMD would take necessary action to accommodate all ideas and 
suggestions from AMSs, SEAFDEC Secretariat and SEAFDEC/TD. The credits are also given 
to Dr Worawit, all SEAFDEC/MFRDMD officers especially Dr Katoh, Ms Wahidah and Ms 
Mazalina, for their tireless work to ensure this meeting materialized as scheduled. His closing 
remarks appears as Annex 8. 
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Annex 1 

OPENING ADDRESS 

Dr MASAYA KATOH 
Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

First Core Expert Meeting on Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and 
Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region 

25 November 2020 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

Dr Ahmad Ali, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Mr Abd. Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad, Senior 
Researcher, Distinguished Representatives from SEAFDEC Member Countries, my colleagues 
from SEAFDEC/Secretariat, TD and MFRDMD, and Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning 

Thank you very much for participation from SEAFDEC Member Countries during the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Because of the pandemic, we cannot host Face-to-face international meetings. 
Instead, we can have a video meeting today.  This CEM is supported by the Japanese Trust 
Fund 6 Phase II project started this year, namely "Research for Enhancement of Sustainable 
Utilization and Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region." Many 
member countries have collected the landing data in sharks and rays in Asia. I hope you will 
have good information exchange through the meeting and continue collecting good data in 
sharks and rays in the SE Asian region for sustainable fisheries.  Because of COVID-19, please 
do not forget social distancing and face masks whenever necessary.  I declare the 1st Core 
Expert Meeting is open.  Thank you. 
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Annex 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Cambodia 

Samreth Sambo (Mr)  
Deputy Director of Marine Fisheries Research 
and Development Institute 

No 186, Preach Norodom Blvd, Sangkat 
Tonle Basac, Khan Chamcar Mon. 
P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh Cambodia 
Email: samrethsambo@yahoo.com 
 

Ly Seyha (Mr)  
Chief of Marine Biology and Ecology of 
Marine Fisheries Research and Development  

No 186, Preach Norodom Blvd, Sangkat 
Tonle Basac, Khan Chamcar Mon. 
P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh Cambodia 
Email: 
sharkandraycambodia@gmail.com 

Indonesia 

Dharmadi (Mr)  
Researcher 
 

Center for Fisheries Research 
MMAF Indonesia  
Email: dhamardi.shark@gmail.com 

Malaysia 

Noor Hasmayana Yahaya (Ms)  
Head of Fisheries Resources Management 
Section 

Marine Parks and Resource Management 
Division 
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
Email: hasmayana@dof.gov.my 
 

Noor Hanis Abu Halim (Ms)  
Research Officer 

Fisheries Research Institute Kg Acheh  
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
Email: noorhanis@dof.gov.my 
 

Myanmar 

Soe Win (Mr)  
Fishery Officer 
 

Email: soewinn67@gmail.com 

 

Philippines 

Francisco Torres, Jr. (Mr)  
 

National Fisheries Research and 
Development Institute 
Email: francisco_torresjr@yahoo.com 
 

Sheryl Mesa (Ms)  
 

Capture Fisheries Division  
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources 
Email: smy12428@yahoo.com 
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Thailand 

Thanawan Somjit (Ms)  
Fishery Biologist  

Marine Fisheries 
Marine Fisheries Research and 
Development Division 
Email: somjit.thanawan@gmail.com 
Tel: +668 1689 3003 
 

Japan 

Taiki Ogawa (Mr)  
International Liason Officer 

Ecosystem Conservation Office 
Resources and Environment Research 
Division  
Fisheries Research Agency. 
Email: taiki_ogawa670@maff.go.jp 
 

Toshikazu Yano (Dr) 
Assistant Prof. 

Japan Fisheries Research and Education 
Agency, 
National Fisheries University 
Email: tskzyn@fish-u.ac.jp 
 

SEAFDEC SECRETARIAT 

Worawit Wanchana (Dr)  
Policy and Program Coordinator 
 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 
Email: worawit@seafdec.org 

Isao Koya (Mr)  
Senior expert and Assistant Project Manager for 
the Japanese Trust Fund Program 
 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 
Email: atfm@seafdec.org 

SEAFDEC/TD 

Sukchai Anupapboon (Mr)  
Fishing Ground and Oceanography Section 
Head. 
 

SEAFDEC/Training Department 
Email: sukchai@seafdec.org 

Rakkiet Punsri (Mr) 
Fisheries Oceanographer  

SEAFDEC/Training Department 
Email: rakkiet@seafdec.org 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Ahmad Ali (Dr) 
Chief SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: aaseafdec@seafdec.org.my 
 

Masaya Katoh (Dr)  
Deputy Chief SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: katoh@seafdec.org.my 
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Abd Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad (Mr) 
Senior Research Officer 
 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: haris_arshad@seafdec.org.my 
 

Mazalina Ali (Ms) 
Special Departmental Coordinator 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: mazalina@seafdec.org.my 
 

Mohammad Faisal Md Saleh (Mr) 
Senior Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: mohd_faisal@seafdec.org.my 
 

Wahidah Mohd Arshaad (Ms) 
Senior Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: wahidah@seafdec.org.my 
 

Annie Nunis Billy (Ms) 
Senior Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: annie@seafdec.org.my 
 

Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin Ayob (Mr) 
Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: amin_ayob@seafdec.org.my 
 

Hamizah Nadia Alias@Yusof (Ms) 
Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: hamizah@seafdec.org.my 
 

Rapporteur 

Annie Nunis Billy (Ms) 
Senior Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: annie@seafdec.org.my 
 

Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin Ayob (Mr) 
Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: amin_ayob@seafdec.org.my 
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Hamizah Nadia Alias@Yusof (Ms) 
Research Officer 
 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: hamizah@seafdec.org.my 
 

Adam Luke Pugas (Mr)  
Assistant Research Officer 
 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: adamlp@seafdec.org.my 
 

Nurul Nadwa Abdul Fatah (Ms)  
Contract officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: mseafdec@gmail.com 
 

Mohamad Syahidan Azmi (Mr) 
Contract staff 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: syahidanazmi0311@gmail.com 
 

Noorhani Syahida Kasim (Ms) 
Contract staff 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: 
hanisyahidakasim.nsk@gmail.com 
 

Raihana Abdul Rahman (Ms) 
Contract Staff 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: 
raihanaabdulrahman97@gmail.com 

Meeting Secretariat 

Annie Nunis Billy (Ms) 
Senior Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: annie@seafdec.org.my 
 

Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin Ayob (Mr) 
Research Officer 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: amin_ayob@seafdec.org.my 
 

Hamizah Nadia Alias@Yusof (Ms) 
Research Officer 
 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Taman Perikanan Chendering 
21080 Kuala Terengganu Malaysia 
Email: hamizah@seafdec.org.my 
 

Abdul Aziz Yusof (Mr) 
Assistant Research Officer 
 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
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Annex 3 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 
Moderator:  Ms Wahidah Mohd Arshaad 

Agenda 1 : Opening of the Meeting 

10.00 - 10.05 
Opening Address 
By Deputy-Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Agenda 2: Adoption of the Agenda and Group Photo 

10.05 - 10.15 Adoption of the Agenda 

Chairperson: Deputy-Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Agenda 3: Introduction and Overview of the Meeting 

10.15 - 10.30 
Introduction and Overview of the Meeting 
By Ms Wahidah Mohd Arshaad, Project Coordinator from 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Agenda 4: Achievement of the JTF VI Project 

10.30 - 10.50 
Presentation of the output of the JTF VI project in 2015 – 2019 
By Dr Ahmad Ali, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

10.50 - 11.00 Refreshment 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Agenda 5: Current Global Acts, Conservation and Management of Sharks and 

Rays and Future Direction 

11.00 – 11.20 
Current Global Acts, Conservation and Management of Sharks and 
Rays and Future Direction 
By Dr Worawit Wanchana from SEAFDEC/SEC 

Agenda 6: Introduction of the new JTFVI-II project 

11.20 - 11.40 

Introduction of the new JTFVI-II project entitled "Research for 
Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and 
Rays in the Southeast Asian Region", 2020 – 2024 
By Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. 

Agenda 7: General discussion 
Facilitator:  Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

11.40 - 12.10 General discussion for the improvement of the new JTF VI-II project 

Agenda 8: Closing of the Meeting 

12.10 - 12.20 
Closing remarks 
By Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
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Annex 8 

CLOSING ADDRESS 

Dr Ahmad Ali 
Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

First Core Expert Meeting on Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and 
Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region 

25 November 2020 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 

Very good afternoon 
Representatives from Cambodia 
Representative from Indonesia 
Representatives from Japan 
Representatives from Malaysia 
Representatives from Myanmar 
Representatives from the Philippines 
Representative from Thailand 
Representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat 
Representatives from SEAFDEC/TD 
and All officers from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

We have been very fortunate today to have listened to three presentations from 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD on the achievement of JTF VI project conducted from 2015-2019 and 
way forward of JTF VI Phase II project scheduled from 2020 to 2024 and a very interesting 
and informative presentation from Dr Worawit from SEAFDEC Secretariat on Current Global 
Acts, Conservation and Management of Sharks and Rays and Future Direction. 

This is a subject that many of us have heard of, but probably not everybody is familiar, 
especially new officers. With a significant budget allocated by the Japanese Government 
through SEAFDEC, we should pay greater attention towards this project to ensure maximum 
benefits are derived from this allocation. I hope today's meeting had enlightened us on this 
subject.  

Ladies and gentleman, 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD will take necessary action to accommodate all ideas and suggestions 
from AMSs, SEAFDEC Secretariat and SEAFDEC/TD during the implementation of all 
proposed activities until 2024.  I would like to take this opportunity to express 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD appreciation and gratitude to all of you for attending this meeting and 
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making it a success in spite of our busy schedule. The credits are also given to Dr Worawit 
Wanchana from SEAFDEC Secretariat, all SEAFDEC/MFRDMD officers especially Dr 
Masaya Katoh, Ms Wahidah and Ms Mazalina for their tireless work to ensure this meeting 
materialized as scheduled.  

With that, I officially close this meeting. 

Thank you. 
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