EXPEDITION

UMT, Marine Parks
Dept to find out
health of coral reefs
post Covid-19

KUALA NERUS

NIVERSITI Malaysia
Terengganu (UMT), in
cooperation with the
Marine Parks Depart-
ment, will carry out an expedi-
tion to study marine life post-
Covid-19 around Terengganu
from this month to November.
Vice-Chancellor Prof Datuk Dr
Nor Aieni Mokhtar said the goal
of the expedition was to deter-
mine the condition and health of
the coral reefs, quality of seawa-
ter as well as the effect of islands’
‘closure on the socioeconomy of
communities and tourism oper-
ators.
“The closure of the islands and
marine parks during Covid-19
* (through the implementation of

» NST' 20/7/90% mls &

the Movement Control Order) has
affected marine life, whereby we
find that the condition of the sea
to be better and improving prior
to the closure.

“Researchers also viewed the
formation of coral reefs and other
marine life to be inspiring after
Covid-19. This expedition will see
which resources were affected or
if there are new discoveries that
we can then explore.”

She said this after the signing of
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) between UMT and the
Fisheries Department, witnessed
by Agriculture and Food Indus-
tries Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ronald Kiandee yesterday.

The expedition, involving 21 re-
searchers from UMT with person-
nel from the Marine Parks and
Resource Management Division
of the Fisheries Department, will
cover Pulau Redang, Pulau Per-
hentian, Pulau Kapas and Pulau
Tenggol.

Kiandee said the MoU was a

strategic collaboration to develop
and modernise the fisheries sec-
tor through sustainable, dynamic
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and competitive management

and development, which are
based on- scientific information
as well as quality services.

“I was informed that the scope
of cooperation will comprise var-
ious fields of fisheries, including
the science and ecology of ma-
rine and land fisheries; manage-
ment of resources, marine sanc-
tuary areas and biodiversity; and
the effect of climate change on
fishery resources.

“The form of cooperation in-
cluded joint research, develop-
ment and commercialisation of
research findings, development
capacity of both organisations
and sharing of information that
will lead to creating a centre of
excellence as one of the by-prod-
ucts of this cooperation.”

The centre of excellence
will become an institution in
the development of human
capital of both organisations as
well as in the developmem of
targeted groups headed by the
ministry through the Agricultur-
al Skills Training Division.
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The expedition by Universiti Malaysi 1gganu, in cooperation
with the Marine Parks Department, will cover Pulau Redang, Pulau
Perhentian, Pulau Kapas and Pulau Tenggol. FiLE PIC



