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NCE a magnet for

crowds looking to pic-

nic on its white sands

while enjoying a view

of the Stnit of Malacca, Tanjung
*Dawai’s garbage-
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Traders express frustration as the declin
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Straits Times.

“It’s not our fault.”

Fadhilah said the rubbish
posed safety risks to beachgoers
and marine life, with broken
glass and other sharp objects be-
ing a constant hazard.

“People have injured them-
selves just strolling along the

beach. This poses

laden bech is now &~ Pantai " danger and affects

driving people %32 Tanjung our livelihood as
away. 37 Vi traders.”

“It’s terible. The Dawai is now Another trader,

. rubbishstinks and choked by ocean Yusuf Ahmad, 62,

is an eesore for
- anyonewanting to
enjoy the beach,”
said sriack trader
Fadhihh Abdullah.
The 57-year-old
said pusiness had
declined compared
with 10 years ago
after more rubbish
began to wash up
onto Pantai Tan-
jung Dawai.
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rubbish... It’s not
from locals or
tourists. This
rubbish is drifting
in from elsewhere.
It’s not our fault.

Snack trader

expressed frustra-

.ingly futile clean-
up efforts.
“Non-profit or-
ganisations, gov-
ernment agencies
-and university stu-
dents come here
regularly for go-
tong-royong activi-
ties,” he said. “But
the rubbish returns

“Pantai Tanjung
Dawai is now
choked by ocean rubbish.”

He added that the problem be-
gan in the 1980s but worsened
significantly in the last 10 years.

“It’s not from locals or tourists.
This rubbish is drifting in from
elsewhere,” he told the New

within days. It nev-
er stops.”

Yusuf believes a more innova-
tive approach is needed.

“We had considered installing
nets to trap the rubbish before it
reaches the beach, but that could
harm marine life.

“Building a sea wall might

tion over the seem- .

TRAIL OF
RASH

oPantai Tanjung

Pantai
Merdeka

help, but that is costly, even for
the government,” he added.

While visitors are still making a
beeline for Tanjung Dawai, they
are coming for the seafood and
marine products, instead of
spending time picnicking along
its beach.

However, it is a different story
in Pantai Merdeka, which sits
across the bay and an eight-
minute boat ride away.

The beach, while smaller, is
spotless.

Fitri Hamizan, 23, who oper-
ates a boat transporting passen-
gers between Tanjung Dawai and
Pantai Merdeka, said the locals
believed that Pantai Tanjung
Dawai acted as a barrier that fil-
tered the rubbish before it reach-
es Pantai Merdeka.

“The waves hit Pantai Tanjung
Dawai first and by the time they
reach Pantai Merdeka, the rub-
bish -has already been left be-
hind,” he said.

A visitor, Mohd Ibnu Abdillah
Md Ali, 37, said Pantai Merdeka
offered a far better recreational
experience.

“I enjoy spending time fishing
here. I catch grouper and sea bass
— not plastic bags — here,” he
said. :

“My two daughters also enjoy
taking a dip in the water without
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having to worry about harmful
debris.”

Azwan Rohani, 30, a visitor
from Johor Baru, was dismayed
by the contrast between the

two beaches.
“Pantai Tanjung Dawai is larger
and has a bigger space for ac-

tivities. It has more potential, but

only if it’s cleaner,” he said.

Twice-a-week clean-ups

KUALA MUDA: Garbage-laden
Pantai Tanjung Dawai is cleaned
twice a week, but these efforts
appear to be futile as trash
and debris continue to wash
ashore.

The Sungai Petani Municipal
Council said it had scheduled
twice-a-week cleaning efforts
since July last year as a short-

term measure.

The clean-up efforts are done
with the help of solid waste man-
agement company E-Idaman.

“Up to this month, a total of 300
tonnes of waste have been col-
lected,” said its spokesman.

For context, this is roughly the
weight of a Boeing 747 airliner.

The spokesman said unpre-

no match for

dictable weather patterns due to
climate change were contribut-
ing factors to the huge amount of
waste that washed ashore.

As a long-term solution, the
council will hand over cleaning
duties-to the Solid Waste Man-
agement and Public Cleansing
Corporation (SWCorp). -

The New Straits Times has

waves of trash’

reached *out to SWCorp for
comment.

Traders in Pantai Tanjung
Dawai have long complained
about garbage and debris wash-
ing up onto the beach, which was
once known for its white sands.

The number of visitors have al-
so dwindled over the years.

Non-governmental organisa-

tions, government agencies and
university students have contin-
uously cleared the beach,but the

garbage would accumulate agam
within days.

Some residents have proposed
the installation of garbage traps
and a sea wall,- although these .
could have both financial and en-
vironmental ramifications.



