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The Regional Technical Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region 

28 ï 30 May 2025 

Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  AND OPENING OF THE MEETING  

 

1. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD organized the Regional Technical Consultation on Current 

Status of The Regional Fisheries Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region, 28 ï 30 May 

2025, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia funded by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) This 

meeting was attended by participants from the representatives from Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam; representative from 

Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) Kampung Acheh, FRI Batu Maung, FRI Bintawa; Resource 

Persons from the Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT); representatives from SEAFDEC 

Secretariat and SEAFDEC/TD; Chief, Deputy Chief, Special Departmental Coordinator, and 

officials from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. The list of participants appears in Annex 1. 

 

2. The meeting was officiated by the Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Mr. Abd Haris 

Hilmi Ahmad Arshad. In his speech, he welcomed all participants to the regional technical 

consultation meeting and shared the project's aims and duration. He emphasized the urgency 

to accelerate efforts to ensure 100% of fishery stocks are under effective management, reverse 

unsustainable practices, combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and reduce 

overfishing. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi highlighted the past activities conducted by MFRDMD and 

expressed hope for continued support from AMS to ensure the successful implementation of 

upcoming initiatives. He also conveyed his gratitude to the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund 

(JAIF) for supporting the project. His opening remarks appear as Annex 2. 

 

 

II.  ADOPTION  OF THE AGENDA 

 

3. The agenda of this meeting was presented by Project Coordinator, Ms. Mazalina Ali to 

the participants and was adopted without any amendment. It appears as Annex 3, together with 

the provisional prospectus of the meeting. 

 

 

III.  INTRODUCTION  TO THE FISHING  CAPACITY  PROJECT 

 

4. Ms. Mazalina presented óIntroduction to The Implementation and Assessment of The 

ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for The Management of Fishing Capacityô project. She shared 

the project overview, objective, six outputs and the sub-activities under each output. She also 

shared the activities schedule and the activities that were already implemented. Her 

presentation appears as Annex 4. 
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IV.  AGENDA 4: ANALYSIS  ON THE REGIONAL  FISHING  CAPACITY 

QUESTIONNAIRE  

 

5. The resource person, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah shared the draft summary 

for the first questionnaire, which including three chapters, i) National Fisheries Profile ( Annex 

5), ii)  Implementation Status of the RPOA Capacity (Annex 6) and iii) Implementation Status 

of ASEAN Guidelines of IUU in The Asian Region (Annex 7). 

 

6. All AMSs responds supportively to the draft summary, providing constructive 

feedbacks, including suggestions and corrections related to their respective parts. Their input 

is to enhance clarity and accuracy, ensuring that the final version effectively reflects collective 

perspectives on the current status of national fishing capacity profile, as well as the 

implementation status of RPOA Capacity and ASEAN Guidelines IUU in the Asian region. 

All suggestions have been accepted and incorporated into the revised draft. 

 

 

V. AGENDA 5: COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON CURRENT STATUS OF 

REGIONAL FISHERIES INFORMATION/MECHANISM  

 

7. The representative from Brunei Darussalam, Ms. Nur Diyana Besar presented Brunei 

Darussalam Country Report: Current Status of Existing Fisheries Information 

Systems/Mechanisms. Her presentation appears as Annex 8. 

 

8. Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaida requested clarification on Part 1 B(i), Electronic Catch 

Reporting System, specifically regarding the remarks column. In response, Ms. Noor Dafinah 

Haji Jelani from Department of Fisheries (DOF) Brunei Darussalam explained that Brunei 

Darussalam initially  followed the electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS) 

system developed by SEAFDEC. However, due to server issues, Brunei Darussalam is now 

developing its own local database while maintaining the same framework system. 

 

9. The representative from Cambodia, Dr. Chea Tharith presented Current Status of 

Existing Fisheries Information Systems/Mechanisms. His presentation appears as Annex 9. 

 

10. Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaida requested Dr. Chea to update the online questionnaire, as 

some responses differed from those presented in the slides. Dr. Chea acknowledged the 

discrepancies and agreed to update the information accordingly. 

 

11. Mr. Jamil Muscle from FRI Bintawa asked for more information regarding the type of 

fish trap whether it is connecting traps or single traps on the boat, as the provided response 

indicated a range of 800ï1200 traps per boat. He also asked about the dominant pelagic fishes 

caught by midwater trawl operations in Cambodia. Dr. Chea informed that the connecting trap 

also known as centipede trap which is illegal in Cambodia but fishermen still use it. Dr. Chea 

also mentioned that dominant species of pelagic fish caught by midwater trawl are mostly 

sardines and anchovies. 

 

12. Ms. Saivason Klinsukhon from SEAFDEC Secretariat requested for several 

clarifications, including: i) whether data collection in Cambodia will  be continued after the 
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project completed, ii)  whether the quantity of imports and exports is recorded by the country. 

iii)  whether Cambodia's data can be shared with SEAFDEC, to be published in the Fisheries 

Statistic Bulletin of Southeast Asia. In response, Dr. Chea explained that the data in Cambodia 

are recorded using the Kobo Toolbox data collection and will be sent to the Fisheries 

Administration weekly. Dr. Chea mentioned that the data on imports and exports are still 

recording and also referring to trading countries to ensure the same format on data collection. 

 

13. The representative from Indonesia, Mr. Krisna Ferry Rahmantya presented Country 

Presentation: Indonesia on Current Status of Fisheries Information Systems /Mechanisms. His 

presentation appears as Annex 10. 

 

14. Assoc. Dr Rumeaida requested additional information regarding Part 1 B(i), Method of 

Data Collection, specifically under the "Others: Specify" line, where Indonesia had selected 

"Yes". In response, Mr. Aris Budiarto from Indonesia explained that, at times, data is obtained 

from Non-Government Organization (NGO) or the enumerators at non-fishing ports, 

particularly measurements information such as length and weight of tuna. 

 

15. Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaida also requested additional details regarding Part 2, Question 

ii, which concerns the number of personnel in the fisheries section. Specifically, she inquired 

about the "Other Fisheries-Related Section: Please Specify" category, where Indonesia had 

selected "YES". In response, Mr. Aris explained that Indonesia occasionally obtains data from 

traditional processing factories or mini plants, particularly species such as the blue swimming 

crab. 

 

16. The representative from Malaysia, Ms. Bahrinah Bahrim presented Malaysiaôs Current 

Status of Existing Fisheries Information System/ Mechanism. Her presentation appears as 

Annex 11. 

 

17. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested clarification on Part B(i), regarding the remarks 

on the government landing port for recreational fisher that stated that the catch from 

recreational fishers is still underreported. In response, Ms. Bahrinah explained that currently, 

the landing data in the government fish landing ports were recorded by the Fisheries 

Development Authority of Malaysia (Lembaga Kemajuan Ikan Malaysia, LKIM) and only 

reported to the Department of Fisheries Malaysia (DOFM) when requested. Currently DOFM 

is at early stages developing an auto landing data recording system. 

 

18. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida inquired about Part 2, State Recorded the Number of 

Personnel According to Fisheries Section, where Malaysia had selected "NO", despite the 

remarks column indicating that the data might be recorded by another ministry, such as the 

Ministry of Health (MOH). She suggested that the answer could be "YES" if another ministry 

indeed maintains the data. However, Ms. Bahrinah clarified that DOFM confirmed it does not 

have the data and it remains uncertain whether the other ministry actually recorded the data, 

thus Malaysia opted to retain the response as "NO". 

 

19. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested clarification on Part 6: Fisheries 

Product/Commodity/Supply Chain, where Malaysia had selected "NO." In response, Ms. 

Bahrinah explained that DOF Malaysia does not maintain data on the supply chain beyond the 
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landing jetty. The available records only track fisheries data up to the jetty, without complete 

documentation for distribution chain of fish after being transferred out of jettiesðwhether it 

enters the wet market or processed for export; or follows other supply chain pathways. 

 

20. The representative from Myanmar, Dr. Arkar Myo presented the Current Status of 

Existing Fisheries Information System or Mechanism. His presentation appears as Annex 12. 

 

21. Ms. Saivason proposed that, given Myanmar's existing practice of recording fish at the 

species level, the country should be capable of extending classification till  the genus level. Her 

suggestion was positively received by Dr. Arkar. 

 

22. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi asked on specific species that Myanmar records the size of the 

fish (length and weight). In response, Dr. Arkar explained that Myanmar collects the fish size 

data exclusively for commercial (export) purposes. However, sometimes DOF Myanmar 

collects the size data at the landing site for research purposes. 

 

23. The representative from Thailand, Mr. Chairat Bamrungsook presented the Current 

Status of Existing Fisheries Information System or Mechanism in Thailand. His presentation 

appears as Annex 13. 

 

24. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida asked about the landing locations for catches from small- 

scale fisheries. In response, Mr. Chairat explained that small-scale fishermen land their catch 

at their own ports when it is intended for personal consumption. However, if they plan to sell 

their catch for the commercial market, they utilize government landing ports. 

 

25. Mr. Jamil requested information regarding Part 7, which is on fishing efforts (Catch 

Per Unit Effort - CPUE) data collection. He specifically inquired whether the data collection is 

carried out by a government agency or a private organization. Mr. Chairat explained that DOF 

Thailand is responsible for fishing efforts data collection. He added that DOF Thailand operates 

five otter board trawl research vessels, each assigned to different sites within Thai marine 

waters to conduct various studies. 

 

26. Mr. Jamil also inquired on the nature of the pair trawl fishing method, specifically 

whether it targets pelagic or demersal fish. Mr. Chairat informed that the pair trawl operates 

within the middle section of the water column, similar to midwater trawls, and can be adjusted 

to function as a bottom trawl or midwater trawl. 

 

27. Ms. Bahrinah expressed interest in how Thailand collects supply chain information 

once fish leave the port. In response, Mr. Chairat explained that the data is gathered from two 

primary sources: logbooks submitted by fishers to DOF officials and reports from fish buyers. 

Fish buyers are required to submit the actual weight of the catch into the developed system 

before it is sent to a processing plant or exported. 

 

28. Ms. Bahrinah also inquired about the measures taken by the Thai government to ensure 

that companies comply with the requirement to declare landings before exporting. She was 

particularly interested in whether any laws or regulations are in place to address non - 

compliance. Mr. Chairat explained that Thailand has established a strict regulatory framework 
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to maintain transparency and accuracy in fishery reporting. To enforce compliance, the 

authorities rely on a verification system that cross-checks data from two sources: logbooks 

submitted by fishers and reports provided by fish buyers. If a discrepancy of more than 20% is 

found between the data recorded in the fisher's logbook and the figures reported by the fish 

buyer, the fishing vessel in question is targeted for a Port-In-Port-Out (PIPO) inspection for 

the next fishing trip. 

 

29. The representative from Viet Nam, Dr. Vu Viet Ha presented the Current Status of 

Existing Fisheries Information System or Mechanism of Vietnam. His presentation appears as 

Annex 14. 

 

30. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested clarification on Part 6: Fisheries Product, 

Commodity, and Supply Chain, specifically asking whether other departments in Viet Nam 

have recorded the utilization of fisheries products. In response, Dr. Viet Ha stated that he did 

not have information on this particular aspect. However, he noted that some details regarding 

processed products might be available on Viet Nam's website. Additionally, Mr. Nguyen Van 

Minh from DOF Viet Nam committed to reaching out to other divisions after the RTC 

concludes to gather the relevant information. 

 

31. Mr. Jamil sought information regarding the falling net, whether it is used to catch neritic 

tuna species. In response, Dr. Viet Ha explained that falling nets target species such as scads 

and anchovies. Additionally, Mr. Van Minh provided further clarification, stating that falling 

net operations are typically conducted using boats under 20 meters in length. 

 

 

VI.  GENERAL  DISCUSSION ON CURRENT STATUS OF REGIONAL 

FISHERIES INFORMATION OR MECHANISM  

 

32. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida concluded that fisheries information in capture fisheries 

is excellent, with AMS recording landings on a monthly and annual basis. AMS has a fisheries 

information system in place. However, certain areas such as recreational fisheries and inland 

fisheries lack comprehensive data collection. 

 

33. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested input on challenges and constraints. Earlier, 

Vietnam and Thailand shared that recreational fishery in their countries are not yet regulated. 

She therefore inquired whether AMS have plans to record data on recreational fisheries in the 

future. Additionally, she requested each AMS to outline the challenges, constraints, and future 

plans related to inland and recreational fisheries. 

 

34. Brunei Darussalam does not collect information on inland fisheries due to their minimal 

contribution. For recreational fisheries, only the number of registered fishers is recorded, and 

there are currently no plans to collect landing data. In addition, catches from recreational fishers 

are mostly for their own consumption. 

 

35. Cambodia will continue recording landing data for inland fisheries. Information on 

recreational fisheries remains limited, as most activities are managed by the private sector 
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therefore making comprehensive data collection challenging. However, Cambodia plans to 

develop a system to record information from the private sector. 

 

36. Indonesia has begun recording recreational fisheries activities, but the system 

(emancing.kkp.go.id) is still under development. Inland fisheries data is collected based on 

fishing ports, though the country faces challenges due to the limited number of government 

inland fishing ports. Efforts are underway to develop new ports along major rivers in Sumatera, 

Kalimantan, and Papua. 

 

Application called Sistem Informasi Aplikasi Perikanan Perairan Darat (SIDAT), an Android- 

based tool for fisheries district staff, is in pilot testing to record inland fisheries data in areas 

like the Musi River. Some inland data is collected by district enumerators. Indonesia follows a 

bottom-up statistical approach, starting at the district level, provincial level and scaling to the 

national level. 

 

37. In Malaysia, inland fisheries data is documented as all fishers who receive government 

allowances (Elaun Sara Hidup Nelayan Darat) are compulsory to declare their landings. 

However, some recreational anglers do not report their catches, possibly due to the absence of 

licensing requirements. A regulation for recreational fisheries is currently being drafted, and 

once endorsed, all anglers will  be required to report their catches. For now, DOFM encourages 

voluntary reporting through the e-Rekreasi system, though some anglers have not participated. 

 

Mr. Lawrence shared information about Sabah's Tagal system, which is a traditional 

community-based approach to manage riverine ecosystems and fisheries, through a zoning 

approach. The zoning is categorized into three (3) zones. The red zone remains undisturbed, 

the green zone allows year-round fishing, and the yellow zone permits a half-day annual harvest 

using nets or traps in cooperation with the government. The harvested data is recorded through 

community reporting. Overall, inland fisheries data in Sabah, Malaysia is collected from both 

fishers and the Tagal communities. 

 

38. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida summarized that inland fisheries data in Malaysia is 

recorded by both the government and the community. For recreational fisheries, data collection 

systems exist, but angler participation remains low due to its voluntary nature. Malaysia is 

currently drafting regulations and considering their endorsement. 

 

39. Myanmar has two types of inland fisheries: leasable fisheries and open fisheries. The 

main constraints in data collection is the lack of staff to gather accurate daily records from 

fishers, resulting in repetitive and inconsistent data. Recreational fisheries also face difficulties 

in data collection, because the Department of Fisheries Myanmar did not issue recreational 

fisheries licenses. 

 

40. Thailand has limited inland fisheries data. The existing data is only an estimate, 

obtained through questionnaires conducted during pilot projects on inland fisheries logbooks 

at 10 sites. Small-scale fisheries face challenges in comprehensive landing data collection due 

to the high number of boats, approximately 46,000 units. Available data is derived from 

sampling surveys and landings at ports. 
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41. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested more details on the logbook of the pilot project, 

including its operation, data recording process, and fisher involvement. Thailand will provide 

further information once available. Recreational fisheries are not regulated by the Royal 

Ordinance on Fisheries; therefore, no official data is recorded. 

 

42. Viet Nam plans to establish a pilot inland data collection system under fisheries 

management towards 2030. The main constraint is the lack of manpower to support data 

collection efforts. Inland fisheries in Viet Nam serve as a source of food income rather than 

commercial fishing. Currently, only the Department of National Statistics has some inland 

fisheries data, but it remains very general. At present, the country is conducting a national 

fisheries survey, covering both inland and marine fisheries. 

 

43. Ms. Saivason informed that SEAFDEC had conducted a series of consultations on 

fisheries statistics, including addressing challenges in inland fisheries data collection. Most 

inland fisheries production in the region comes from small-scale operations. However, in some 

countries such as Cambodia, where inland fisheries in Tonlé Sap operate on a commercial 

scale. Household consumption often leads to unrecorded production in official statistics. Some 

countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Thailand, report inland capture 

fishery production by species, while others provide only total production figures. 

 

44. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida noted that Brunei Darussalam, Thailand, and Myanmar have 

successfully recorded catch data up to the supply chain level and requested them to share details 

of their recording system. 

 

45. Brunei Darussalam reported that catch data is currently being collected manually from 

vessel owners, processing plants, and fish markets. The recorded data includes catch data, 

distribution channels, and final product destinations, including export. 

 

46. Thailand reported that landing data is initially recorded in fishing logbooks, detailing 

total catch by species, operational time, and Global Positioning System (GPS) location. The 

logbooks are submitted to officers at landing ports, who then transfer the data into the Thai 

Flagged Catch Certificate System (TFCC). The fish market subsequently sorts and weighs the 

fish and inputs this data into the TFCC system to issue landing declaration and catch 

certification before distribution for processing, export or local consumption. 

 

47. Myanmar shared the catch flow (Annex 15) which outlines those fishers generally 

declare their catch data to the Department of Fisheries and other OSS (One Stop Service) 

members at the landing site. After the catches are declared, the fishers can sell their catch to 

the local market. For exports, the fish is compulsory to go through the processing plant. 

 

48. In addition, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested AMSs to share their challenges and 

constraints in collecting supply chain data in their country. 

 

49. Malaysia reported that its supply chain data currently ends at the landing port, lacking 

details on own consumption, processing, and exports. To enhance tracking, DOFM plans to 

integrate the system with the Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services (MAQIS) and 
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collaborate with the Royal Malaysian Customs Department for trade-related data. These efforts 

aim to improve transparency in fish supply chain monitoring. 

 

50. Indonesia shared their supply chain data collection system named National Fish 

Traceability and Logistics System (STELINA) (Annex 16). STELINA connects all 

information of supply chain and traceability of fish commodity and fishery products from 

upstream to downstream through a data sharing system (DSS). 

 

51. Ms. Bahrinah inquired about Indonesiaôs supply chain management, given its large 

geographical area and the numerous companies involved. Mr. Krishna explained that Indonesia 

has a regulatory framework called óNomor Induk Berusahaô (Business Identification Number), 

requiring companies to register under a standardized system for oversight and compliance. 

 

52. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested AMSs to share their perspectives on enhancing 

fisheries data management systems in their respective countries. 

 

53. Malaysia utilizes óSistem Maklumat Perangkaan Perikanan (SMPP)ô, which relies on 

monthly random sampling rather than real-time tracking. Malaysia is transitioning toward a 

real-time digitalized fisheries data system to enhance data accuracy and accessibility. 

 

54. Brunei Darussalam is currently conducting manual data entry for fisheries records but 

is transitioning towards a real-time digital database to enhance efficiency and accuracy. 

 

55. Cambodia relies on a manual database system for fisheries data management but is 

planning to synchronize and modernize its system. 

 

56. Indonesia through the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) collects 

fisheries data from various Directorate Generals, including Capture Fisheries, Aquaculture, and 

Processing. The system is supported by one data policy, where enumerators gather and collect 

the data. Additionally, Indonesia employs questionnaire-based methods to obtain production 

data for capture fisheries, aquaculture, and processing. However, budget constraints remain a 

challenge in expanding and optimizing the system. 

 

57. Myanmar informed that currently the fisheries officials in states and regions collect and 

submit the data to the central office for analysis. The central office then publishes it to the 

website, but it does not include some fisheries data. In the future, the data collection system 

has to follow the European Union electronic Catch Certification system in 2026. In this system, 

Myanmar has to fill in the real time data. Therefore, in 2026 the marine capture fisheries data 

will be in real time compared to the current system. 

 

58. Thailand is planning to transition from paper-based fishing logbooks to electronic or 

digital systems, including mobile logbook applications for marine capture fisheries, to improve 

fisheries data accuracy and reduce the workload of fisheries officers. 

 

59. Viet Nam is planning to implement an electronic logbook system to enhance fisheries 

data management and traceability. Viet Nam expects to see tangible results from this transition 

within the next two to three years. 
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60. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida summarized the inputs from AMSs feedback on Current 

Status of Existing Fisheries Information System or Mechanism questionnaire. 

 

61. The participants reviewed the summary and made a few modifications. Assoc. Prof. Dr. 

Rumeaida acknowledged the revisions and will update her summary slides accordingly. The 

updated presentation appears as Annex 17. 

 

VII.  AGENDA 6: WAY  FORWARD OF THE PROJECT 

 

62. Ms. Mazalina presented the Way Forward of the project. Her presentation appears as 

Annex 18. She informed that AMSs who wish to update or revise their responses to the 

Fisheries Information/Mechanisms Questionnaire may do so by the end of June 2025, via the 

Excel link that was shared earlier. 

 

63. Mr. Lawrence presented The Holistic Package of Tagal System in Sabah, Malaysia. His 

presentation appears as Annex 19. 

 

64. Mr. Aris asked about the authority responsible for river management. In response, Mr. 

Lawrence explained that the jurisdiction for river management in Sabah are under departments 

such as the Irrigation and Drainage Department, Land and Survey Department, Environment 

Protection Department and Sabah Fisheries Department. In case of Tagal, the jurisdi ction is 

mainly under the Department of Fisheries Sabah but approval for implementation is also 

needed from the other relevant departments. Mr. Aris also asked about the fish stock structure 

of Tagal system in Sabah whether it is single stock or shared stock, Mr. Lawrence responded 

that the fish stock in Sabah River is composed of multiple sharing stocks that are made up of 

more than 50 species of fish. Tagal system prohibits the catch of fish in the red zone. 

 

65. Ms. Noor Dafinah expressed her gratitude to Mr. Lawrence for his presentation and 

shared that Brunei Darussalam is interested in implementing the Tagal system as well. She also 

announced that Brunei Darussalam will be hosting a Conference on Forest to Reef from 17 to 

19 June 2025, and invited interested individuals to follow fisheries.brunei on Instagram 

(https://www.instagram.com/fisheries.brunei/) for more details. 

 

66. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi asked about fish behaviour during the flood season. Mr. Lawrence 

explained that fish disperse when flooding occurs but return once the season passes. 

 

VIII.  AGENDA 7: CLOSING OF THE MEETING  

 

67. Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi expressed his gratitude to all 

participants for their attendance and active participation in the discussions. He formally closed 

the meeting. His closing remarks appear as Annex 20. 

http://www.instagram.com/fisheries.brunei/)
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Dr. Chea Tharith 

Deputy Director of Marine Fisheries 

Research and Development Institute 

148 Street, Village 3, Sangkat 1, 
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ANNEX 2 

OPENING REMARKS  

 

The Regional Technical Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region 
28-30 May 2025 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 

By Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

 

 

 

And A Very Good Morning. 

 

Ms. Mazalina Ali,  Project Coordinator of this Fishing Capacity project and Special 

Departmental Coordinator of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, 

 

Our distinguished resource persons, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah and Dr. Abdullah 

Mohamad from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, 

 

Representatives from Brunei Darussalam, 

Representatives from Cambodia, 

Representatives from Indonesia, 

Representatives from Malaysia, 

Representatives from Myanmar, 

Representatives from Thailand, 

Representatives from Viet Nam, 

Representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat and SEAFDEC Training Department, 

Representatives from the Department of Fisheries Sabah, Malaysia, 

Representatives from Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) Kampung Acheh Perak, FRI Batu 

Maung Pulau Pinang, FRI Bintawa Sarawak, 

Officers and staff from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First and foremost, I would like to extend a very warmly welcome all of you to the Regional 

Technical Consultation (RTC) on Current Status of Regional Fisheries Information or 

Mechanisms in the Asian Region, which be held from today until 30 May 2025. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

This RTC is a key component of the project titled ñImplementation and Assessment of the 

ASEAN Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) for the Management of Fishing Capacityò, which is 

generously funded by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). The project involves close 

collaboration with government agencies responsible for fisheries management across all 

ASEAN Member States (AMSs). 

 

Running from April,2024 to March 2026, this two-year project aims to strengthen regional 

cooperation and enhance integration of fisheries information systems/mechanisms within 

AMSs. Through the implementation of RPOA-Capacity in selected pelagic fisheries, we hope 

to achieve greater resource sustainability and environmental resilience. 

 

Recognizing the urgent need to place 100 percent of fishery stocks under effective 

management, we must accelerate efforts to reverse unsustainable fishing practices, combat 

illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and address the persistent thre at and 

mitigate overfishing. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has been actively implementing various components of this project. 

 

First, in August 2024, we convened the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for fishing 

capacity, during which three set of questionnaires for fishing capacity profile, implementation 

status of RPOA Capacity, and implementation status of ASEAN Guidelines IUU were 

successfully developed. 

 

Second, in October 2024, the Regional Hybrid Kick-off Meeting was held to officially launch 

the project and align member states on its direction. 

 

Third, in December 2024, the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for fisheries 

information system/mechanism, was conducted to develop the second questionnaire. 

 

Fourth, in February 2025, the Regional Technical Consultation (RTC) on Fishing Capacity 

Profiles and Implementation Status of RPOA Capacity in the Asian Region, took place at 

AnCasa Hotel Kuala Lumpur. It was attended by representatives from eight AMSs who 

presented their national feedback based on the first questionnaire, which covered their 

respective country's fishing capacity profile, implementation status of RPOA Capacity, and 

implementation status of the ASEAN Guidelines IUU. 

 

Fifth, in early April 2025, the Workshop on the Analysis of the Regional Fishing Capacity 

Questionnaire was organized to compiled, summarise and evaluate the AMS responses. The 

draft results of this analysis will be presented later today. 

 

Lastly, most recently activity, at the end of April, we conducted the Mid-term Review and 

Evaluation Meeting to assess the progress and refine the implementation plan moving forward. 
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More upcoming activities are planned in the coming months, and we sincerely hope for your 

continued support and active participation in ensuring the successful implementation of this 

project. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The primary objective of this three-day RTC is to facilitate information exchange among AMSs 

based on the second questionnaire, which was distributed to AMSs last month to assess the 

current status of national fisheries information systems or mechanisms. 

 

By the end of this RTC, we expect to have compiled your valuable feedback of the 

questionnaire. These insights will serve as a basis for informed decisions, enhance 

coordination, and necessary concrete actions to improve fisheries management at both the 

national and regional levels that will drive the success of this project. 

 

Your knowledge, experience, and engagement are essential in shaping sustainable fisheries 

strategies and fostering ongoing cooperation and collaboration withing the Asian region. 

Through this consultation, we can further strengthen our shared commitment to sustainable 

fisheries management in the region. 

 

Finally, on behalf of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, I would like to express my sincere appreciation 

to Project Coordinator, our Resource Persons, all representatives, participants, and the 

dedicated meeting secretariat for their invaluable contributions and commitment in making this 

event a reality. 

 

With that, I now have the honour of officially declaring open the Regional Technical 

Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries Information or Mechanisms in the Asian 

Region. 

 

Thank you. 
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ANNEX 3 

 
Regional Technical Consultation on Current 

Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region 

28-30 May 2025 

Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia 

 

PROVISIONAL  PROSPECTUS 

1. Background 

In 2021, total marine capture fisheries production of ASEAN Member States (AMSs) was 

17.95 million tonnes, a slightly decrease of 1.48 percent compared with 2020, and 2.11 percent 

lower than the most recent peak of 18.33 million tonnes in 2018. Nonetheless, such production 

in 2021 still contributed approximately 22.35% to the global marine capture fisheries 

production. The total number of fishing vessels in the Asian region was increased from 693,641 

vessels in 2018 to 1,051,626 vessels in 2021. 

The rising number of fishing vessels in the region coupled with a fast increase in harvesting 

capacity has not been matched with the development of national capacities and regional or sub- 

regional cooperation to manage fishing efforts with due consideration given to the 

sustainability of fishery resources. The sector also faces major challenges from climate change 

and disasters, water scarcity, pollution, biodiversity loss and other anthropogenic impacts. We 

need to accelerate efforts to ensure 100 percent of fishery stocks are placed under effective 

management, to reverse unsustainable practices, combat illegal, unreported and unregulated 

fishing, and reduce overfishing. 

In line with the resolution and Plan of Action for ASEAN Region Towards 2030, this project 

aims to enhance ASEAN cooperation and facilitate the improvement of regional fisheries 

information systems/mechanisms through the implementation of RPOA-Capacity in the 

selected pelagic species fisheries management towards resource sustainability and 

environmental well-being. This project will be implemented for 2 years from April 2024 until 

March 2026 with donor from Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) involving government 

agencies engaging in fisheries management in all AMSs. 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has conducted a series of meeting in 2024 i.e. 1) the Workshop for 

Developing Questionnaire for Management and Assessment of Fishing Capacity from 27 to 29 

August 2024, in Kuantan, Pahang, Malaysia, 2) the Regional Hybrid Kick-off Meeting for the 

Implementation and Assessment of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management 

of Fishing Capacity via video conference from 28 to 29 October 2024 in Alor Setar, Kedah, 

Malaysia, and 3) the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for Management and 

Assessment of Fishing Capacity from 24 to 26 December 2024, in Kota Bharu, Kelantan, 

Malaysia. Additionally, the project recently convened the Regional Technical Consultation on 

Fishing Capacity Profiles and Implementation Status of the RPOA-Capacity from 25 to 27 

February 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
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2. Objective of the Meeting 

The main purpose of this RTC is to share the questionnaire responses regarding the current 

status of regional fisheries information/mechanisms among AMSs. 

 

 

3. Expected Outputs 

The main output from this RTC is the compilation of the questionnaire responses on the current 

status of the regional fisheries information/mechanisms. 

 

 

4. Date and Venue of the Meeting 

The Regional Technical Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region will be organized on 28-30 May 2025 in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 

 

5. Participants of the Meeting 

It is envisaged that the participants of the meeting will  be: 

a. Two resource persons 

b. Two representatives from AMSs 

c. Representatives from Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) Kg. Acheh, FRI Batu Maung, 

FRI Bintawa, and DOF Sabah 

d. Two representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat and/or Training Department 

e. Chief, Deputy Chief, Project Coordinator, and relevant officers from 

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

 

 

6. Tentative Agenda 

Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting 

Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda 

Agenda 3: Introduction of the Project 

Agenda 4: Analysis on the Regional Fishing Capacity Questionnaire 

Agenda 5: Country Presentation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms 

Agenda 6: Way Forward of the Project 

Agenda 7: Closing of the Meeting 
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Regional Technical Consultation on 

Current Status of Regional Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region 

 

28-30 May 2025 

Kuala Lumpur,  Malaysia 

 

PROVISIONAL  AGENDA AND TIMETABLE  
 

27 May 2025 

15:00 ï Check-in hotel 

Day 1 (28 May 2025) 

Moderator: Ms. Hamizah Nadia Alias @ Yusof 

08:30 ï 09:00 Registration 

Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting 

09:00 ï 09:10 Opening Address 

by Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda 

09:10 ï 09:15 Adoption of the Agenda 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

Agenda 3: Introduction  of the Project 

09:15 ï 09:30 Introduction of the Project 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

09:30 ï 10:00 Self-Introduction and Group Photo 

10:00 ï 10:30 Morning Break 

Agenda 4: Analysis Summary of the Regional Fishing Capacity Questionnaire 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

10:30 ï 11.20 Presentation of the Analysis Summary: Regional Fishing Capacity Profile 

Questionnaire 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

11.20 ï 12:10 Presentation of the Analysis Summary: RPOA Capacity Questionnaire 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

12:10 ï 13:00 Presentation of the Analysis Summary: ASEAN Guidelines IUU 

Questionnaire 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

13:00 ï 14:30 Lunch Break 

Agenda 5: Country Presentation on Current Status of Existing Fisheries 

Information/ Mechanisms 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

14:30 ï 15:00 Brunei Darussalam 
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15:00 ï 15:30 Cambodia 

15:30 ï 16:00 Indonesia 

16:00 ï 16:30 Malaysia 

16:30 ï 17:00 Tea Break 

Day 2 (29 May 2025) 

Agenda 5: Country Presentation on Current Status of Existing Fisheries 

Information/Mechanisms (Cont.) 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

09:00 ï 09:30 Myanmar 

09:30 ï 10:00 Thailand 

10:00 ï 10:30 Morning Break 

10:30 ï 11:00 Viet Nam 

11:00 ï 12:30 General Discussion on Current Status of Fisheries Information 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

12:30 ï 14:30 Lunch Break 

14:30 ï 16:00 Preparation of the draft meeting report 

16:00 ï 16:30 Tea Break 

Day 3 (30 May 2025) 

Agenda 6: Way Forward  of the Project 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

09:00 ï 09:30 Group Photo 

09:30 ï 09:50 Summary of Feedback from the Fisheries Information Questionnaire 

by Resource Person 

09:50 ï 10:00 Way Forward 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

10:00 ï 10:30 Presentation on The Holistic Package of Tagal System in Sabah, Malaysia 

by Mr Lawrence Kissol Jr., DOF Sabah 

10:30 ï 11:00 Morning Break 

11:10 ï 12:00 Finalization of the draft meeting report 

12.00 ï 12.40 Adoption of the meeting report 

Agenda 7: Closing of the Meeting 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

12:40 ï 12:50 Closing Session 

by Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

31 May 2025 

08:00 ï 12:00 Check-out hotel 
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ANNEX 4 
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Stock assessment and 
current management 
practice 
Current situation of 
pelagic fisheries of AMS 
(fishing vessels and 
resources) 

Assessment of fishing 
capacity 
NPOA for the 
management of fishing 
capacity 
Fishing in high seas or 
RFMO competent areas 

Preventing the entry of 
fish and fishery products 
from IUU fishing 
activities into the supply 
chain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL  FISHERIES PROFILE 
28 May 2025 

Kuala  Lumpur  

ASSOC. PROF. DR. RUMEAIDA MAT PIAH  

DR. ABDULLAH MOHAMAD  

FACULTY OF FISHERIES AND FOOD SCIENCE  

UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA TERENGGANU  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Aim: Understand the implementation status of 
RPOA-fishing capacity and IUU-guideline of AMSs 

Method: Questionnaires 

References: 

ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the 
Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA- 
Capacity) 

ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of 
Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing 
Activities into the Supply Chain (ASEAN 
Guidelines IUU). 

 
MANAGEMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
MANAGEMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY 
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Several marine management measures, 
including Marine Fisheries Management 
Areas (MFMA), Fisheries Refugia Areas, 
Marine Community Fisheries Areas, and 
zonation for trawl fishing areas. 

 

 

 
Marine Protected Area covers approximately 
225,506 hectares, representing 44% of 
critical biodiversity and ecosystem hotspots. 

 

Use multiple assessment models : 

The Surplus Production Model, A Stock 
Production Model Incorporating Covariates 
(ASPIC), Virtual population analysis (VPA), 
Thompson & Bell, Electronic Length 
Frequency Analysis (ELEFAN), Monte Carlo 
Catch-MSY (CMSY), and TropFish -R. 

 

 
Cambodia has no formal stock assessments 
and surveys at sea yet. However, a 
population parameters study was carried 
out for key species monitored, Rastrelliger 
brachysoma and Portunus pelagicus from 
2023 to 2024. 

CAMBODIA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDONESIA 

 

  
 

Fish stock assessment and  current 
management practice in AMS 

countries  
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PHILIPPINES 

Thailand has implemented  several  measures,  including : 
Fishing license system that aligns with the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ fishing 

capacity and the sustainable yield of aquatic animals, 

Reference points serve as the basis for decision-making, 

Commercial vessels are required to operate at least 12 
nautical miles from the coast, and 

Regulations have been established to define boundary areas 
and enforce measures for the protection of marine and coastal 
resources. 

 

 

 

 

The current coverage of Marine Protected Areas in Thailand is 
25.23%, including the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea. 

 

 

Assessment models have been utilized : 

Surplus  Production Model,  VPA, 
Thompson & Bell and ELEFAN. 

 
A reproductive survey in 2022 and 
Population Parameter study were 
conducted in 2022 for fishing area FAO 
57, while for fishing area FAO 71, a 
reproductive study was conducted in 
2022, a genetic study in 2015 and a 
population parameter study in 2022. 

Thailand conducted a few surveys at sea 
in the fishing area FAO 57 (Acoustic 
Survey was in 2018, Long-line Survey in 
2010 and Mid-water Trawl Survey in 
2018), while Acoustic Survey in 2024 for 
fishing area FAO 71. 

Thailand also conducts an annual Otter 
Board Trawl Survey in both fishing areas, 

THAILAND  

 

  
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MALAYSIA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MYANMAR 

3
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PHILIPPINES 
 

 
Over the past five to ten years, the  Purse seiners and ring netters are 

Purse seiners, ring netters, and drift  number of fishing vessels, fishing  equipped with GPS, tracking 
netters are the three most  gears, and vessel horsepower has  systems (VMS), communication 
dominant fishing vessels used to  remained  unchanged.  Fishing  systems (radio), and electronic 
capture pelagic fish where each  operations continue to adhere to  logbooks.  Additionally,  purse 
vessel operates with only one type  marine  management area  seiners have both fish finders and 
of fishing gear guidelines.  sonar,  while  ring  netters  are 

equipped with  fish finders only. 
 

 

Most crew are aged between 41 - 

The fishing areas for purse seiners  
60, while a smaller number are 

and ring netters beyond 12 nautical  between 19 ς 40 years old and 

miles to the EEZ, whereas no  older than 60. While the crew is 

records are available for drift    
predominantly  male,  a  small 

netters. number of female crew members 
have been recorded aboard drift  
netters. 

 

Over the past five to ten years, 
the number of fishing vessels, 
fishing gears, and vessel 
horsepower has remained 
unchanged, and fishing 
operations continue to adhere to 
marine 
guidelines. 

management area 

Most crew are aged between 19- 
40, a few between 41- 60 years 
old, and a small number older 
than 60. All crew members are 
male. 

 

 
Fishing vessels reportedly 
operate beyond 12 nautical miles 
up to the EEZ. 

All fishing vessels are equipped 
with fish forecasting systems but 
lack acoustic technology (only 
purse seiners equipped with 
sonar), GPS, tracking system, 
communication systems, e- 
logbook and drones. 

 
Three dominant fishing vessels in 
pelagic fisheries are purse seine, 
long line, drift net where each 
vessel operates with only one 
type of fishing gear. 

MYANMAR 

 

  
 

A few marine management measures, including: 

Marine Protected Areas, 

Fisheries Refugia Areas, 

Marine Reserve, and 

Seasonal Closed Fishing Activities (SCFA). 

 

 
6% of Viet Nam waters have been gazette as 
Marine Protected Areas 
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Purse seiners are equipped 
with acoustic technology 
(fish finder and sonar), GPS, 
tracking systems (VMS and 
AIS), fish forecasting systems, 
and communication systems, 
but lack e-logbooks and 
drones. 

Drift netters and trawlers are 
equipped with acoustic 
technology (fish finders), 
GPS, tracking systems (VMS 
and AIS), and communication 
systems, but lack sonar, fish 
forecasting system, e- 
logbooks and drones. 
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