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The Regional Technical Consultationon Current Status of Regional Fisheries
Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region
281 30 May 2025
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

l. INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD organized the Regional Technical Consultation on Current
Statusof The Regional Fisheridaformation/Mechanisms the Asian Region, 28 30 May

2025, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia funded by the Jap&EAN Integration Fund (JAIF) This
meeting was attended by participants from the representatives from Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam; representative from
FisherieResearchnstitute(FRI) Kampung Acheh, FRI BatMaung, FRI BintawaResource
Persons from the Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT); representatives from SEAFDEC
Secretariabnd SEAFDEC/TD;Chief, Deputy Chief, Special Departmen@dordinator, and
officials from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. The list of participants appearéimex 1

2. The meeting was officiatedy the Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMDMr. Abd Haris

Hilmi Ahmad ArshadIn his speech, he welcomed all participaiotdhe regional technical
consultationrmeetingand shared the projectisams and duratiorHe emphasizedhe urgency

to accelerateffortsto ensurel00% offisherystocksareunder effectivananagementeverse
unsustainable practices, combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and reduce
overfishing.Mr. Abd HarisHilmi highlightedthe past activitiesonducted by MFRDMEand
expressed hope for continued support from AMS to ensure the successful implemeitation
upcoming initiativesHe also conveyed his gratitutie the Japa®ASEAN Integration Fund

(JAIF) for supporting the project. His opening remarks appeAnaex 2

I. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

3. Theagenda ofhis meetingwas presentely ProjectCoordinatorMs. MazalinaAli to
theparticipantsandwasadoptedvithoutanyamendmentlt appeargasAnnex 3, togethemwith
the provisional prospectus of the meeting.

[I. INTRODUCTION TO THE FISHING CAPACITY PROJECT

4. Ms. Mazalinap r e s ent ed to Tha Implemgéniaticand Assessmemtf The
ASEAN RegionalPlanof Action for TheManagemenof FishingC a p a projectySheshared

the projecbverview, objectivesix outputsand thesub-activitiesundereach outputShe also
shared the activities schedule and the activities that were already implemented. Her
presentation appears Asnex 4.



V. AGENDA 4: ANALYSIS ON THE REGIONAL FISHING CAPACITY
QUESTIONNAIRE

5. The resource persoAssoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piahared the draft summary
for thefirst questionnairewhichincludingthreechaptersi) NationalFisheriedProfile ( Annex
5), ii) ImplementatiorStatusof theRPOA CapacitfAnnex 6) and iii) ImplementatiorStatus
of ASEAN Guidelines of IUU in The Asian RegioAr{nex 7).

6. All AMSs responds supportively to the draft summary, providing constructive
feedbacks, includinguggestiongnd correctionselatedto their respectivearts. Their input

is to enhancelarity andaccuracyensuringthat thefinal versioneffectivelyreflectscollective
perspectives on the current status of national fishing capacity profile, as well as the
implementatiorstatus of RPOA Capacity and ASEAN Guidelines IUU in the Asian region.
All suggestions have been accepted and incorporated into the revised dratft.

V. AGENDA 5: COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON CURRENT STATUS OF
REGIONAL FISHERIES INFORMATION/MECHANISM

7. The representativieEom Brunei Darussalamyis. Nur Diyana Besapresentedrunei
Darussalam Country Report: Current Status of Existing Fisheries Information
Systems/MechanismbBler presentation appearsAasnex 8,

8. Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaideequested clarification on Part 1 B(i), Electronic Catch
ReportingSystem specificallyregardingthe remarkscolumn.In responseMs. Noor Dafinah

Haji Jelani from Department of Fisheries (DOF) Brunei Darussalam explained that Brunei
Darussalanmitially followedthe electroniASEAN CatchDocumentation Scheme (eACDS)
system developed by SEAFDEC. However, due to server issues, Brunei Darussalam is now
developing its own local database while maintaining the same framework system.

9. The representative from Cambody. Chea Tharithpresented Current Status of
Existing Fisheries Information Systems/Mechanisms. His presentation appéameas9.

10. Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaid@questedr. Cheato update the online questionnaias,
some responses differed from those presented in the shke£heaacknowledged the
discrepancies and agreed to update the information accordingly.

11.  Mr. Jamil Musclefrom FRI Bintawa asked famore informatiorregardingthe typeof

fish trap whether it is connecting traps or single traps on the boat, as the provided response
indicateda range o800 1200 trapger boatHe also askedbout thedominantpelagicfishes
caughtby midwatertrawl operationsn CambodiaDr. Cheainformedthatthe connectingrap
alsoknown as centiped@apwhich is illegalin Cambodigbut fishermerstill use it.Dr. Chea

also mentioned that dominant species of pelagic fish caught by midwater trawl are mostly
sardines and anchovies.

12. Ms. Saivason Klinsukhorfrom SEAFDEC Secretariat requested for several
clarifications,including: i) whetherdata collectionin Cambodiawill be continuedafterthe
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projectcompletedji) whetherthe quantityof importsand exportsis recordedy the country.

iii) whether Cambodiadata can be shared with SEAFDHEG,be published in the Fisheries
StatisticBulletin of Southeasfsia. In responseDr. Cheaexplainedhatthedatain Cambodia

are recorded using the Kobo Toolbox data collection and will be sent to the Fisheries
Administration weekly.Dr. Cheamentioned that the data on imports and exports are still
recordingandalsoreferringto tradingcountriedo ensureghe sameformat on datacollection.

13.  The representative from IndonesMy. Krisna Ferry Rahmanty@resented Country
Presentationindonesiaon Current Statusf FisheriednformationSystemgMechanismsHis
presentation appears Asnex 10

14.  AssocDr RumeaidaequestecdditionalinformationregardingPartl B(i), Methodof

Data Collection, specificallynder the "Others: Specify” line, where Indonesia had selected
"Yes". In responseMr. Aris Budiartofrom Indonesieexplainedhat,attimes,datais obtained
from NonGovernment Organization (NGO) or the enumerators at-fishimg ports,
particularly measurements information such as length and weight of tuna.

15.  Assoc. Prof. Dr Rumeaidaso requesteddditionaldetailsregardingPart2, Question

ii, which concerns the number of personnel in the fisheries se8gmtifically,sheinquired
about the "Other Fisherid®elatedSection: Please Specify" category, where Indonesia had
selectedYES". In responser. Aris explainedhatindonesiaoccasionallyobtainsdatafrom
traditionalprocessindgactoriesor mini plants particularlyspeciesuch as the blue swimming
crab.

16. Therepresentativlom Malaysia,Ms.BahrinahBahrimpresentedla | a yQuireatd s
Status of Existing Fisheries Information System/ Mechanidar presentation appears as
Annex 11

17.  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidequestedlarificationon Part B(i), regardinthe remarks

on the government landing port for recreational fisher that stated that the catch from
recreationafishersis still underreportedin responseMs. Bahrinahexplainedthat currently,

the landing data in the government fish landing ports were recorded by the Fisheries
Development Authority of Malaysid.émbaga Kemajuan lkan MalaysiaKIM) and only
reportedo the Departmendf FisheriedMalaysia(DOFM) when requestedurrently DOFM

is at early stages developing an auto landing data recording system.

18. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidequired about Part 2, State Recorded the Number of
Personnel According to Fisheries Section, where Malaysia had selected dB€plte the
remarks column indicating that the data might be recorded by another ministry, such as the
Ministry of Health(MOH). She suggestdatiat theanswer could be "YES" dnotheministry
indeedmaintainghedata. Howevern\s. Bahrinahclarified that DOFM confirmedit doesnot

have the data and it remains uncertahrether the other ministrgctuallyrecorded the data,

thus Malaysia opted to retain the response as "NO".

19. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidarequested clarification on Part 6: Fisheries
Product/Commodity/Supply Chain, where Malaysia had selected "NO." In respdase,
BahrinahexplainedhatDOF Malaysiadoesnot maintaindataon the supplychainbeyondthe
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landing jetty.The availableecordsonly trackfisheriesdataup to the jettywithout complete
documentatiorior distributionchainof fish after being transferreout of jettie® whether it
enters the wet market or processed for export; or follows ailngply chain pathways.

20. The representative from Myanmddy. Arkar Myo presented the Current Status of
ExistingFisheriednformationSystemor Mechanism. His presentation appears\asex 12

21. Ms. Saivasorproposedhat,given Myanmar'sxistingpracticeof recordingfish at the
speciedevel,thecountryshouldbe capableof extendingclassificatiortill thegenudevel.Her
suggestion was positively received Dy Arkar.

22.  Mr. Abd Haris Hilmiasked on specific species that Myanmar records the size of the
fish (lengthand weight)In responseDr. Arkar explainedthatMyanmarcollectsthe fishsize

data exclusively for commercial (export) purposes. However, sometimes DOF Myanmar
collects the size data at the landing site for research purposes.

23. The representative from Thailanklr. Chairat Bamrungsoolpresented the Current
Status of Existindgrisheriesnformation System or Mechanism in Thailand. His presentation
appears adnnex 13

24.  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidasked about the landing locatidios catches from small
scalefisheries.In responselMr. Chairat explainedthat smalscalefishermenland their catch
at theirown portswhen it is intendedor personaconsumptionHowever, ifthey plan to sell
their catch for the commerciaharket, they utilize government landing ports.

25.  Mr. Jamil requested information regarding Part 7, which is on fishing efforts (Catch
PerUnit Effort - CPUE) datacollection.He specificallyinquiredwhetherthe datacollectionis
carriedoutby agovernmentgency om privateorganizationMr. Chairatexplainedhat DOF
Thailandis responsiblédor fishing effortsdatacollection.He addedhatDOF Thailandoperates

five otter board trawl research vessels, each assigned to different sites within Thai marine
waters to conduct various studies.

26.  Mr. Jamil also inquired on the nature of the pair trawl fishing method, specifically
whether it targets pelagar demersafish. Mr. Chairat informedthat the pair trawl operates
within themiddlesectionof thewatercolumn,similarto midwatertrawls,andcan beadjusted

to function as a bottom trawl or midwater trawl.

27. Ms. Bahrinahexpressed interest in how Thailand collects supply chain information
once fishleavetheport. In responseyir. Chairat explainedthatthe data isgatheredrom two
primarysourceslogbookssubmittedby fishersto DOF officials andreportsfrom fish buyers.

Fish buyers are required to submit the actual weight of the catch into the developed system
before it is sent to a processing plant or exported.

28.  Ms.Bahrinahalsoinquiredaboutthe measuretakenby the Thaigovernmento ensure

that companies comply with the requirement to declare landings before exporting. She was
particularly interested in whether any laws or regulations are in place to address non
complianceMr. ChairatexplainedthatThailandhasestablishe@ strictregulatoryframework
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to maintain transparency and accuracy in fishery reporting. To enforce compliance, the
authorities rely on a verification system that crosscks data from two sources: logbooks
submittedoy fishersandreportsprovidedby fishbuyers.f a discrepancyf morethan20% is

found between the data recorded in the fisHegbook and the figures reported by the fish
buyer, the fishing vessel in question is targeted for alRd?PortOut (PIPO) inspection for

the next fishing trip.

29. The representative from Viet NamByr. Vu Viet Hapresented the Current Status of
Existing FisheriednformationSystem or Mechanisiof Vietham.His presentatiomppearsas
Annex 14

30. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaideequested clarification on Part 6: Fisheries Product,
Commodity, and Supply Chain, specificaligking whether other departments in Viet Nam
have recorded the utilizatiaf fisheriesproductsin responseDr. Viet Hastatedthat he did

not have informatiomn thisparticularaspectHowever, he notethat some detailsegarding
processegroducts mighbe availableon Viet Nam's websiteddditionally, Mr. Nguyen Van
Minh from DOF Viet Nam committed to reaching out to other divisions after the RTC
concludes to gather the relevant information.

31. Mr. Jamilsoughinformationregardinghefalling net,whetheiit is usedo catchneritic
tuna species. In respongsr, Viet Haexplained that fallinghets targespecies such as scads
and anchovies. Additionallyr. Van Minhprovided furtherclarification, statingthat falling
net operations are typically conducted using boats under 20 meters in length.

VI. GENERAL DISCUSSION ON CURRENT STATUS OF REGIONAL
FISHERIES INFORMATION OR MECHANISM

32. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidaoncluded that fisherigaformationin capturefisheries
is excellentwith AMS recordingandingson amonthlyandannualbasis AMS has disheries
informationsystem in place. Howevecgrtainareas such as recreational fisheged inland
fisheries lack comprehensive data collection

33. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaideequested input on challenges and constraints. Earlier,
Vietnamand Thailandshared that recreational fishenytheir countriesarenot yet regulated.
She thereforinquiredwhetherAMS have plango recorddata on recreationéiheriesin the
future.Additionally, she requestegiachAMS to outlinethe challengesgonstraintsandfuture
plans related to inland and recreational fisheries.

34. BruneiDarussalandoesnotcollectinformationoninlandfisheriesdueto theirminimal
contribution.For recreational fisheriesnly the number of registerdishersis recorded, and
therearecurrentlynoplansto collectlandingdata.ln addition,catchegrom recreationafishers
are mostly for their own consumption.

35. Cambodia will continue recording landing data for inland fisheries. Information on
recreationafisheriesremainslimited, as most activitiesare managedoy the private sector



therefore making comprehensive data collection challenging. However, Cambodia plans to
develop a system to record information from the private sector.

36. Indonesia has begun recording recreational fisheries activities, but the system
(emancing.kkp.go.id) is still under development. Inland fisheries data is collected based on
fishing ports, though the country faces challenges due to the limitedber of government
inlandfishing ports.Efforts areunderwayto developnew portsalongmajorriversin Sumatera,
Kalimantan, and Papua.

ApplicationcalledSistenmnformasiAplikasiPerikananPerairanDarat (SIDAT), anAndroid-
based tool for fisheriedistrict staff,is in pilot testingto record inland fisheriedata in areas
like the Musi River.Someinlanddatais collectedby districtenumeratordndonesidollows a
bottomup statistical approaclstartingat the districlevel, provincial level and scalintp the
national level.

37. In Malaysia,inlandfisheriesdatais documenteds all fisherswho receivegovernment
allowances Elaun Sara Hidup Nelayan Danatare compulsory to declare their landings.
However, someecreationaanglersdo notreporttheir catchespossiblydue to theabsencef
licensing requirement®\ regulation for recreational fisheries is currently being drafted, and
onceendorsedall anglerswill berequiredto reporttheircatchesFor now, DOFMencourages
voluntaryreportingthroughthe e-Rekreassystemthoughsomeanglershavenot participated.

Mr. Lawrence shared information about Sabah's Tagal system, which is a traditional
communitybased approach to manage riverine ecosystems and fisheries, through a zoning
approach. The zoning is categoriZatb three (3) zonesThe red zone remainsdisturbed,
thegreenzoneallowsyearroundfishing, andtheyellow zone permits half-dayannual harvest
usingnetsor trapsin cooperatiorwith thegovernmentTheharvestedlatais recordedhrough
communityreporting.Overall,inland fisherieglatain Sabah, Malaysi& collectedrom both

fishers and the Tagal communities.

38. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidaummarized that inland fisheries data in Malaysia is
recordedvy boththegovernmentandthecommunity Forrecreationafisheries datacollection
systems exist, but angler participatimmains low due to its voluntary nature. Malaysia is
currently drafting regulations and considering their endorsement.

39. Myanmar has two types of inland fisheriemasabldisheriesand open fisherieg.he

main constraints in data collection is the lack of staff to gather accurate daily records from
fishers,resultingin repetitiveandinconsistentlata.Recreationalisheriesalsofacedifficulties

in data collection, because the Department of Fisheries Myanmar did not issue recreational
fisheries licenses.

40. Thailand has limited inland fisheries data. The existing data is only an estimate,
obtained through questionnairesnducted during pilot projects inland fisherieséogbooks

at 10 sites.Smallscalefisheriesfacechallengesn comprehensivéandingdatacollectiondue

to the high number of boats, approximately 46,000 units. Available data is derived from
sampling surveys and landings at ports.



41.  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidaquested mordetailson the logbook of the pilgiroject,
includingits operationgdata recordingrocessand fisherinvolvement.Thailandwill provide

further information once available. Recreational fisheries are not regulated by the Royal
Ordinance on Fisheries; therefore, no official data is recorded.

42. Viet Nam plans to establish a pilot inland data collection system under fisheries
management towards 2030. The main constraint is the lack of manpower to support data
collectionefforts. Inland fisherieg Viet Nam serve as a source of food income rather than
commercial fishing. Currently, only the Department of National Statistics has some inland
fisheries data, but it remains very general. At present, the country is conducting a national
fisheries survey, covering both inland and marine fisheries.

43. Ms. Saivasorinformed that SEAFDEC had conducted a series of consultations on
fisheries statisticancluding addressing challenges in inland fisheries data collection. Most
inlandfisheriesproductionin the regioncomesrom smallscaleoperationsHowever,in some
countries such as Cambodia, where inland fisheries in Tonlé Sap operate on a commercial
scale Householcconsumptioroftenleadsto unrecordegroductionin official statisticsSome
countries, including Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, and Thailand, report inland capture
fishery production by species, while others provide only total production figures.

44.  AssocProf. Dr. RumeaidanotedthatBruneiDarussalamT hailand,andMyanmarhave
successfullyecordedcatchdataupto thesupplychainlevelandrequestedhemto sharedetails
of their recording system.

45.  BruneiDarussalam reportatiat catchdatais currentlybeingcollectedmanuallyfrom
vessel owners, processing plants, and fish markets. The recorded data includes catch data,
distribution channels, and final product destinations, including export.

46. Thailand reported that landing data is initialgcordedn fishing logbooks, detailing

total catch by species, operational time, and Global Positi@ystem (GPS) location. The
logbooks are submittei officersat landing ports, who then transtlie data into the Thai
FlaggedCatch Certificate&System(TFCC). The fishmarketsubsequentlgortsand weighghe

fish and inputs this data into the TFCC system to issue landing declaration and catch
certification before distribution for processing, export or local consumption.

47. Myanmar shared the catch flovir{nex 15 which outlines those fishers generally
declare their catch data to the Department of Fisheries and other OSS (One Stop Service)
memberst the landing site. After the catches are declared, the fishers cémegetlatch to

the local market. For exports, the fishcempulsory to go through the processing plant.

48. In addition,Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaid&@questedAMSs to share their challengaad
constraints in collecting supply chain data in their country.

49. Malaysiareportedthatits supply chairdata currenthends athe landingport, lacking
details on own consumption, processing, and exports. To enhance tracking, DOFM plans to
integratethe systemwith the MalaysianQuarantineand InspectionServices(MAQIS) and



collaboratewith theRoyalMalaysianCustomd®epartmentor traderelateddata. Theseefforts
aim to improve transparency in fish supply chain monitoring.

50. Indonesia shared their supply chain data collection system named National Fish
Traceability and Logistics System (STELINAArnex 16. STELINA connects all
information of supply chain and traceability of fish commodity and fishery products from
upstream to downstream through a data sharing system (DSS).

51. Ms. Bahrinahi nqui red about l ndonesiabds supply
geographicahreaandthenumerousompaniesnvolved.Mr. Krishnaexplainedhatindonesia

hasa regulatoryframeworkcalleddNomorindukB e r u s(BubkireesddentificationNumber),
requiring companies to register under a standardized system for oversight and compliance.

52. Assoc. Prof. Dr. RumeaidaquestedAMSs to share thejperspectivesn enhancing
fisheries data management systems in their respective countries.

53. Malaysiautilizes éSistemMaklumat Perangkaan PerikangnS MPP) 6, wmi ch r
monthly random sampling rather than rgaie tracking. Malaysia is transitioningpward a
reattime digitalized fisheries data system to enhance data accuracy and accessibility.

54.  Brunei Darussalam is currenitpnductingmanual data entrfor fisheriesrecordsbut
is transitioning towards a retime digital database to enhance efficiency and accuracy.

55. Cambodia relies on a manual database system for fisheries data management but is
planning to synchronize and modernize its system.

56. Indonesia through the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) collects
fisheriesdatafrom variousDirectorateGeneralsincluding Capturg=isheriesAquacultureand
ProcessingThe systenis supportedy one datgolicy, where enumeratogatherand collect

the data. Additionallylndonesia employs questionnalvasedmethods to obtain production
data for capturéisheries,aquacultureand processinglowever, budgetonstraintyemaina
challenge in expanding and optimizing the system.

57.  Myanmarinformedthatcurrentlythefisheriesofficials in statesandregionscollectand
submit the data to the central office for analysis. The central office then publishes it to the
website, but it does not include some fishedat. In the future, the data collectisystem

hasto follow theEuropeartnionelectronicCatchCertificationsystemn 2026.In thissystem,
Myanmarhas to fillin thereal timedata.Thereforejn 2026 themarinecapturefisheriesdata

will be in real time compared to the current system.

58. Thailand is planning to transitidnom papetbased fishing logbooks to electromic
digital systemsincludingmobilelogbookapplicationdor marinecapturdisheriesto improve
fisheries data accuracy and reduce the workload of fisheries officers.

59. Viet Nam is planning to implemeah electroniclogbook systento enhance fisheries
datamanagemerdndtraceability.Viet Namexpectdo seetangibleresultsfrom this transition
within the next two to three years.



60. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaidsummarizedhe inputs from AMSs feedback on Current
Status of Existing Fisheries Information System or Mechanism questionnaire.

61. Theparticipantgeviewedthesummaryandmadeafew modifications AssocProf. Dr.
Rumeaidaacknowledged the revisiormsd will update her summasjides accordingly. The
updated presentation appearfasex 17.

VII.  AGENDA 6: WAY FORWARD OF THE PROJECT

62. Ms. Mazalinapresented the Way Forward of the projétér presentatiomppears as
Annex 18 She informed that AMSs who wish to update or revise their responses to the
Fisheriednformation/Mechanism@uestionnairenaydo so by the end of June 2025, via the
Excel link that was shared earlier.

63.  Mr. Lawrencepresented heHolistic Packagef TagalSystemn SabahMalaysia His
presentation appears Asnex 19

64. Mr. Aris asked abouthe authorityresponsibldor river managementn responseMr.
Lawrenceexplainedthatthejurisdictionfor river managemenh Sabahareunderdepartments

such as the Irrigation and Drainage Departmieand and Survey Departmeiinvironment
ProtectionDepartment and Sabah Fisheri@spartment. Incase of Tagal, the jurisdtionis

mainly under the Department of Fisheries Sabah but approval for implementation is also
needed fronthe other relevantiepartmentaMir. Aris also aske@bout theish stockstructure

of Tagal system in Sabah whether it is sirgiteck or sharedtock,Mr. Lawrenceresponded

that the fishstock in Sabah River is composaidmultiple sharingstocksthat are made up of
more than 50 species of fish. Tagal system prohibits the catch of fish in the red zone.

65. Ms. Noor Dafinahexpressed her gratitude kr. Lawrencefor his presentation and
sharedhatBruneiDarussalanms interestedn implementinghe Tagalsystemaswell. Shealso
announced tharunei Darussalarwill be hostinga Conference on Foretst Reef froml7 to
19 June 2025, and invited interested individuals to folf®Reries.bruneion Instagram
(https//www.instagram.com/fisheries.bruneidy more details.

66.  Mr. AbdHaris Hilmi askedaboutfish behaviouduringtheflood seasonMr. Lawrence
explainedthatfish dispersevhenflooding occursbut returnoncethe seasorpasses.

VIII. AGENDA 7: CLOSING OF THE MEETING
67. Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD Mr. Abd Haris Hilmiexpressed his gratitude to all

participantdor theirattendancandactiveparticipationin the discussionsgie formally closed
the meeting. His closing remarks appeafasex 20
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ANNEX 2
OPENING REMARKS

The Regional Technical Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries

Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region
28-30 May 2025
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

By Mr. AbdHaris Hilmi AhmadArshad,Chiefof SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

855 e 5 Clessill

And A Very GoodMorning.

Ms. Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator of this Fishing Capacity project and Special
Departmental Coordinator of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD,

Our distinguished resource persons, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah and Dr. Abdullah
Mohamad from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu,

Representatives from Brunei Darussalam,

Representatives from Cambodia,

Representatives from Indonesia,

Representatives from Malaysia,

Representatives from Myanmar,

Representatives from Thailand,

Representatives from Viet Nam,

Representativegrom SEAFDEC Secretariatand SEAFDEC Training Department,
Representatives from the Department of Fisheries Sabah, Malaysia,
Representatives frorisheries Research Institu(ERI) KampungAcheh Perak,FRI Batu
Maung Pulau Pinang, FRI Bintawa Sarawak,

Officersandstafffrom SEAFDEC/MFRDMD.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Firstand foremostl would like to extend a very warmly welcome all of you to the Regional

Technical Consultation (RTC) on Current Status of Regional Fisheries Information or
Mechanisms in the Asian Region, which be held from today until 30 May 2025.
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Ladiesandgentlemen,

This RTC is a key component of the project
ASEAN RegionalPlanof Action (RPOA) for theManagemenof FishingC a p a cwhithyiso ,
generoushfunded by the JapaASEAN IntegrationFund (JAIF). The projedhvolves close
collaboration with government agencies responsible for fisheries management across all
ASEAN Member States (AMSS).

Running from April,2024 to March 2026, this twear project aims to strengthen regional
cooperation and enhance integration of fisheries information systems/mechanisms within
AMSs. Through the implementatiai RPOA-Capacity inselectecpelagicfisherieswe hope

to achieve greater resource sustainability and environmental resilience.

Recognizing the urgent need to place 100 percent of fishery stocks under effective
management, we must accelerate efforts to reverse unsustainable fishing practices, combat
illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUfighing, and address the persistent tateand
mitigate overfishing.

Ladiesandgentlemen,
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD hasbeenactively implementingvariouscomponent®f this project.

First, in August 2024, we convened the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for fishing
capacity duringwhich threeset of questionnairdsr fishing capacityprofile, implementation
status of RPOA Capacity, and implementation status of ASEAN Guidelines IUU were
successfully developed.

Secondjn October2024, the Regionallybrid Kick-off Meetingwas heldo officially launch
the project and align member states on its direction.

Third, in December 2024, the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for fisheries
information system/mechanism, was conducted to develop the second questionnaire.

Fourth, in February 2025, the Regional Technical Consultation (RTC) on Fishing Capacity
Profiles and Implementation Status of RPOA Capacity in the Asian Region, took place at
AnCasa Hotel Kuala Lumpur. It was attended by representatives from eight AMSs who
presented their national feedback based on the first questionnaire, which covered their
respective country's fishing capacity profile, implementation status of RE&pacity, and
implementation status of the ASEAN Guidelines IUU.

Fifth, in early April 2025, the Workshop on the Analysis of the Regional Fishing Capacity
Questionnaire was organized to compilsagmmariseand evaluate the AMS responses. The
draft results of this analysis will be presented later today.

Lastly, most recently activity, at the end of April, we conducted thetbtich Review and
EvaluationMeetingto assesthe progressandrefinetheimplementatiorplanmovingforward.
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More upcoming activitieareplanned in the coming months, and we sincehnelge for your
continued support and active participatiarensuring the successful implementatairthis
project.

Ladiesandgentlemen,

Theprimaryobjectiveof thisthreedayRTCis to facilitateinformationexchangamongAMSs
based on the second questionnaire, which was distribaitdd1Ss last month to assess the
current status of national fisheries information systems or mechanisms.

By the end of this RTC, we expect to have compiled your valuable feedback of the
guestionnaire. These insights will serve as a basis for informed decisions, enhance
coordination, and necessary concrete actions to improve fisheries management at both the
national and regional levels that will drive the success of this project.

Your knowledge, experience, and engagement are essential in shaping sustainable fisheries
strategies and fostering ongoing cooperation and collaboration withing the Asian region.
Through this consultation, we can further strengthen our shared commttr&ugtainable
fisheries management in the region.

Finally, on behalf of SEAFDEC/MFRDMDI, would like to express my sincere appreciation

to Project Coordinator, our Resource Persons, all representatives, participants, and the
dedicatedneetingsecretariator theirinvaluablecontributionsandcommitmenin makingthis

event a reality.

With that, | now have the honour of officially declaring open the Regional Technical
Consultatioron CurrentStatusof RegionalFisheriednformationor Mechanismsn theAsian
Region.

Thankyou.
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ANNEX 3

Regional Technical Consultation on Current

F i 2 Status of Regional Fisheries
m §;\E\AF))C FAIFO ‘ Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region

pan-ASEAN Cooperation 28_30 May 2025
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS
1. Background

In 2021, total marine capturefisheriesproductionof ASEAN MemberStates(AMSs) was
17.95million tonnesaslightly decreasef 1.48 percentomparedvith 2020,and 2.11percent
lowerthanthemostrecentpeakof 18.33 milliontonnesn 2018. Nonethelessuchproduction

in 2021 still contributed approximately 22.35% to the global marine capture fisheries
production.Thetotalnumberof fishing vesselsn the Asianregionwasincreasedrom 693,641
vessels in 2018 to 1,051,626 vessels in 2021.

The rising number of fishing vessels in the region coupled with a fast increase in harvesting
capacityhasnotbeenmatchedvith thedevelopmenbf nationalcapacitieandregionalor sub

regional cooperation to manage fishing efforts with due consideration given to the
sustainabilityof fisheryresourcesThe sector also facesajorchallenge$rom climatechange
anddisasterswater scarcitypollution, biodiversityloss andother anthropogenimpactsWe

need to accelerate efforts to ensure 100 percent of fishery stocks are placed under effective
management, to reverse unsustainable practices, combat illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing, and reduce overfishing.

In line with the resolutiomnd Plan of Action for ASEAN Region Towards 2030, finsject

aims to enhance ASEAN cooperation and facilitate the improvement of regional fisheries
information systems/mechanisms through the implementation of RP&pacity in the
selected pelagic species fisheries management towards resource sustainability and
environmentaWell-being This project will be implementefdr 2 years from April 2024 until

March 2026 with donor from Japas&&SEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) involving government
agencies engaging in fisheries management in all AMSs.

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has conducted a series of meeting in 2@24) the Workshop for
DevelopingQuestionnairéor ManagemenandAssessmentf FishingCapacityfrom 27 to 29
August2024, inKuantan, Pahang, Malaysi2), the RegionaHybrid Kick-off Meetingfor the
ImplementatiorandAssessmenf the ASEAN Regional Plan of Actiofor the Management

of Fishing Capacity via video conference from 28 to 29 October 2024 in Alor Setar, Kedah,
Malaysia, and 3) the Workshop for Developing Questionnaire for Management and
Assessment of Fishing Capacity from 24 to 26 December 2024, in Kota Bharu, Kelantan,
Malaysia.Additionally, the project recentlyonvened th&®egional Technical Consultatiam
Fishing Capacity Profiles and Implementation Status of the RE@gacity from 25 to 27
February 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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2. Objective of the Meeting

The main purpose of this RTC is to share the questionrespmonses regarding the current
status of regional fisheries information/mechanisms among AMSs.

3. ExpectedOutputs

Themainoutputfrom thisRTC isthecompilationof thequestionnaireesponsesnthecurrent
status of the regional fisheries information/mechanisms.

4. Date and Venue of the Meeting

The Regional Technical Consultation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries
Information/Mechanisms the Asian Region will be organized on-38 May 2025 in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

5. Participants of the Meeting
It is envisagedhatthe participantsof the meetingwill be:

a. Two resourcepersons

Two representativeom AMSs

c. Representativesom FisherieResearchnstitute(FRI) Kg. Acheh,FRI Batu Maung,
FRI Bintawa,andDOF Sabah

d. Two representativeom SEAFDECSecretariabnd/orTraining Department

e. Chief, Deputy Chief, Project Coordinator, and relevant officers from
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

o

6. Tentative Agenda
Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting
Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda
Agenda3: Introductionof theProject
Agendad: Analysison the RegionalFishingCapacityQuestionnaire

Agenda 5: Country Presentation on Current Status of Regional Fisheries
Information/Mechanisms

Agenda6: WayForward oftheProject
Agenda 7: Closing of the Meeting
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Regional Technical Consultation on
Current Status of Regional Fisheries
Information/Mechanisms in the Asian Region
28-30 May 2025
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND TIMETABLE

27 May 2025

15:001

Checkin hotel

Day 1 (28May 2025)
Moderator: Ms. Hamizah Nadia Alias @ Yusof

08:301 09:00

Registration

Agendal: Opening ofthe Meeting

09:0071 09:10

OpeningAddress
by Chiefof SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

Agenda?2: Adoption of Agenda

09:1071 09:15

Adoptionof the Agenda
by Ms MazalinaAli, Project Coordinator

Agenda 3: Introduction of the Project

09:151 09:30

Introductionof the Project
by Ms MazalinaAli, Project Coordinator

09:301 10:00

Self-Introductionand Group Photo

10:007 10:30

Morning Break

Agenda4

: Analysis Summary of the Regional Fishing Capacity Questionnaire
Chairperson:Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

10:307 11.20

Presentation of the Analysis Summary: Regional Fishing Capacity Pr
Questionnaire
Facilitator: ResourcdPersons

11.207 12:10

Presentatiomf the AnalysisSummary:RPOA CapacityQuestionnaire
Facilitator: ResourceéPersons

12:107 13:00

Presentation of the Analysis Summary: ASEGhidelines I[UU
Questionnaire
Facilitator: ResourceéPersons

13:0071 14:30

LunchBreak

Agenda 5: Country Presentationon Current Status of Existing Fisheries

Information/ Mechanisms
Chairperson:Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

14:307 15:00

BruneiDarussalam
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15:0071 15:30

Cambodia

15:3071 16:00

Indonesia

16:0071 16:30

Malaysia

16:301 17:00

TeaBreak

Day 2 (29May 2025)

Agenda 5: Country Presentationon Current Status of Existing Fisheries

Information/Mechanisms (Cont.)
Chairperson:Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

09:001 09:30

Myanmar

09:3071 10:00

Thailand

10:007 10:30

Morning Break

10:3071 11:00

Viet Nam

11:007 12:30

GeneralDiscussiomn CurrentStatusof Fisheriednformation
Facilitator: ResourceéPersons

12:307 14:30

LunchBreak

14:3071 16:00

Preparatiorof the draft meetingreport

16:007 16:30

TeaBreak

Day 3 (30May 2025)

Agenda6: Way Forward of the Project
Chairperson:Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

09:001 09:30

GroupPhoto

09:301 09:50

Summaryof FeedbacKrom the FisheriednformationQuestionnaire
by Resourcé”erson

09:501 10:00

Way Forward
by Ms MazalinaAli, Project Coordinator

10:0071 10:30

Presentatioon The Holistic Packageof Tagal Systemin SabahMalaysia
by Mr Lawrence Kissalr., DOF Sabah

10:3071 11:00

Morning Break

11:107 12:00

Finalizationof the draft meetingreport

12.007 12.40

Adoption of the meetingreport

Agenda7: Closing of the Meeting
Chairperson:Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

12:4071 12:50

ClosingSession
by Chiefof SEAFDEC/MFRDMD

31 May 2025

08:001 12:00

Checkout hotel
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INTRODUCTION:

Aim: Understand the implementation status of
RPOAfishingcapacityandlUU-guidelineof AMSs

Method: Questionnaires

References:

1. ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the
Managementof FishingCapacity RPOA

Capacity)

2. ASEANGuidelinesfor Preventingthe Entryof
Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities into the Supply Chain (ASEAN

GuidelinedUU).

MANAGEMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY

INTRODUCTION:
MANAGEMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY

Presentation by AMS
P Serl1t tcf AMfS meeting in P Serllt tc! ! u-fIS representative in February
‘ocal points for October and ocal points for 2025

review December 2024 the feedback (RTO)

Refined through
Developed in
August 2024

¢ Stockassessmenand
currentmanagement
practice

e Current situation of
pelagicfisheriesof AMS
(fishing vessels and

resources)

NATIONAL CAPACITY
PROFILE FOR PELAGIC
FISHERIES

¢ Assessmenbf fishing
capacity

¢ NPOA for the
managemenbf fishing
capacity

e Fishing in high seas or

RFMCcompetentareas

IMPLEMENTATION
STATUS OF RPOA-
FISHING CAPACITY

Preventing the entry of
fishandfisheryproducts
from 1UU fishing
activities intothe supply
chain

IMPLEMENTATION
STATUS OF ASEAN
GUIDELINES IUU IN
THE ASIAN REGION

NATIONAL FISHERIES PROFILE

28 May 2025
Kuala Lumpur
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BRUNEI

Assessment of pelagic stock through

various surveys, including acoustic Conduct an annual biological study || Several management measures have
. surveys, longline surveys, and mid- focusing on reproductive and || been implemented:
FI Sh Stock assessme nt and cu rrent water trawl surveys, with the most| [population parameters, along with[|i, Moratorium  on  commercial
recent assessments conducted in fisheries statistical analysis. bottom trawlers,
mana ement ractlce in AMS 2024 ii. A new mesh size regulation for
g p trawl cod-ends,
CO u ntrl eS iii. Moratorium on small-scale fishing
activities,
iv. ASEAN Catch Documentation
Scheme,
. : P ry Hi B Fee e Zeme vi. The banning of catches, landings,
for fisheries management. and importation of sharks,
vii. The re-delineation of fishing zones

CAMBODIA INDONESIA

Usemultiple assessmenmodels: Manages its marine resources through input
Cambodia has no formal stock assessme . control measures:
and surveys at sea yet. However, The Surplus Production Model, A Sto X
population parameters study was carried Production .Model Incorporatlng Co_varlate (i) of based on 11
out for key species monitoredRastrelliger (ASPIC), Virtual population analysis (VP Fisheries Management Areas (FMAs),
Thompson & Bell, Electronic Leng Ind i | stock for pelagic

brachysoma and Portunus  pelagicusfrom (ii) Seasonal closures for specific FMAs

2023 to 2024. Frequency Analysis (ELEFAN), Monte {4 fish stocks, although specific details on these
CatchMSY (CMSY)and TropFishR. are not ilabl (iii) The upcoming implementation of a quota-
based fishing policy across six (6) designated
zones.

Several marine management measur

Marine Protected Area covers approximate including Marine Fisheries Manageme
225,506 hectares, representing 44% off Areas (MFMA), Fisheries Refugia Arel
critical biodiversity and ecosystenmhotspots. Marine Community Fisheries Areas, al

zonation for trawl fishing areas.

0€




Malaysia has conducted various

p stock |
since 2010 across fishing area FAO

Malaysia employs multiple | | (i) The establishment of a zoning system,
57 and FAO 71. assessment models: (i) Licensing Policy and Database (e-Lesen) res M) el e Myanmar employs various assessment
ble L include an| Isyrplus Production Model ASPIC, for registering fishers, fishing vessels, assessment studies, including an acoustic models:
acoustic survey in 2013, a longline| |Beverton & Holt, Thompson & Bell, and fishing gear, survey in 2018 and = mid-water trawl S Surplus Production Model, ASPIC, VPA,

survey in 2010, and a mid-water
trawl survey in 2019.

Specialized studies: Stick Held Cast

MALAYSIA

ELEFAN, Monte Carlo Catch-MSY,
and the Length-based Spawning
Potential Ratio (LBSPR).

Marine management measures have been
implemented to regulate fishing activities
and protect marine ecosystems, including:

(iii) Fish Landings Data Collection and
Database through the e-SMPP system,
(iv) Research and monitoring for decision

MYANMAR

in2010.

Beverton & Holt, and ELEFAN. Fisheries
statistical analysis is carried out annually.

Net study in 2010 and the Vertical
Longline study in 2016.

making,

(v) Vessel Tracking Unit (VTU),

(vi) Prohibition of Destructive Fishing
Methods,

(vii) Imposition of Mesh Size Specification,

(viii) Establishment of MPA,

(ix) Deployment of Artificial Reefs,

(x) Formulation of several National Plan Of
Action such as NPOA IUU, NPOA Sharks,
NPOA Sea Turtles, NPOA Dugong.

marine measures,
including the Management Fishing Ground
Area by Relative State & Region and the
establishment of MPAs to promote
conservation and sustainable fisheries

practices.

5.49% of its marine waters have
been gazette as Marine Protected
Areas.

PHILIPPINES THAILAND

Thailand conducteda few surveysat seal
in the fishing area FAO 57 (Acoustid
Survey was in 2018, Lorie Survey ir}
2010 and Midwater Trawl Survey i
2018), while Acoustic Survey in 2024

fishing area FAO 71.

Thailand also conducts an annual Ott
Board TrawlSurvey in both fishing areas,

A reproductive survey in 2022 ar
Population ~ Parameter study we
conducted in 2022 for fishing area FAQ
57, while for fishing area FAO 71,
reproductive study was conducted

2022, a genetic study in 2015 and
population parameter study in 2022.

Philippines actively conducts pelagic stock
nents, with the most recent conducted in
2024, including an acoustic survey, a mid-water
trawl survey, and a study on population
parameters

Several assessment models:

Surplus Production Model, ELEFAN, and Monte
Carlo Catch-MSY.

Assessmenmodelshave beerutilized:

Surplus  Production Model, VPA,
Thompson & Bell and ELEFAN.

Thailand has implemented several measures, including:

(i) Fishinglicensesystemthat alignswith the O 2 dzy" digkiBgQ)
capacityand the sustainableyield of aquatic animals,

(i) Referencepoints serveasthe basis fordecisionmaking,

(iii) Commercial vesselsare required to operate at least 12

nautical milesfrom the coast,and

(iv) Regulations have been established to define boundary ar
and enforce measures for the protection of marine and coa:
resources.

Philippines has adopted several marine
management measures, including:

Current coverage of Marine Protected Areas
accounts for less than 10% of marine waters (no
actual data but National Protected Area only
accounts for 1.42%).

(i) Marine Protected Areas, . . . .
The current coverage of Marine Protected Areasin Thailand is

(ii) Fisheries Management Areas, 25.23%jncluding the Gulf of Thailandand the AndamanSea.

(iii) Marine Reserves,
(iv) Fish Sanctuaries, and
(v) Marine Sanctuaries.

T€




VIET NAM MALAYSIA

Purse seiners are equipped
with acoustic technology
(fish finder and sonar), GPS,
tracking systems (VMS and
AlS) fish forecastingsystems,
and communication systems,
but lack elogbooks and
drones.

Over the past five to ten years, the

number of fishing vessels, fishing gears,

and vessel horsepower has remained

unchanged, and fishing operations

continue to comply with marine
area guideli

Purse seiners, drift netters, and trawlers
as the main fishing vessels used for
capturing pelagic fish in both fishing
areas FAO 57 and FAO 71.

Viet Nam conducted Acoustic, Long-line, and Mid-
water Trawl Surveys in 2017. More recently, in 2024,
the country carried out a biological assessment, which
included a Reproductive Survey, a Genetic Study, and a
Population Parameter Study.

Multiple assessment models:

Surplus Production Model, VPA, Beverton & Holt,
Thompson & Bell, and ELEFAN

Drift netters and trawlers are
equipped with acoustic
technology (fish finders),
GPS, tracking systems (VMS

A few marinemanagemenmmeasuresjncluding:
(i) Marine ProtectedAreas,

Most fishing crew members are over 41
years old. While the crew is
predominantly male, a small number of

Purse seiners and trawlers are allowed

to operate from 8 nautical miles up to
6% of Viet Nam waters have been gazette as

Y o : f the EEZ, while drift netters may fish in frrEllR ey memlbas e e S
Marine ProtectedAreas (ii) FisheriesRefugiaAreas, coastal areas, except beyond 1 nautical| [ 0= - 0 PUEREC B R andtNS)’l?ntdl cokmmumc?tlgn
(iii) Marine Reserveand mile of Kedah, Perak, and Selangor. systems, but lack sonar, fis

(iv) SeasonaClosedFishingActivities (SCFA). forecasting system, &

logbooks and drones.

MYANMAR

8‘52}3;8@? cf)lf\/efi;cr)]i;en \);Zzgse’l All fishing vessels are equipp{ Over the past five to ten years, the |Purse seinersand ring netters are
Three dominant fishing vessels Hshi g with fish forecasting systems b Purse seiners, ring netters, and |driff number of fishing vessels, fishihg | equipped with GPS, tracking|
pelagic fisheries are purse sein P:S ing Qearsrh an VeSSl l|15ck  acoustic technology (on netters are the three most | gpars, and vessel horsepower haj systems (VMS), communication
long line, drift net where eac orsepower as remaine purse seiners equipped  wit dominant fishing vessels used fti remained unchanged. Fishing | systems (radio), and electronic
vessel o’perates with only on unchar)ged, . and fishing sonar), GPS, tracking syste] capture pelagic fish where each perations continue to adhere td |logbooks. Additionally, purse
type of fishing gear operations continue to adhereto comleJnicatioﬁ Velems < vessel operates with only one type| rine management area| peiners have both fish finders and
P 9 gear. marine management  area lealseslEnel] Y g of fishinggear guidelines. sonar, while ring netters are
guidelines. ogbookandarones. equippedwith fish finders only.
Most crew areaged between 19 “ggStv\%ﬁW are aged between 41 -
L : 5 e a smaller number are
Fishing veseas reported 40, a few between 4160 years The fishing areas for purse seinefs

up to the EEZ.

operate beyond 12 nautical mile

old, and a small number older
than 60. All crew members are
male.

and ring netters beyondl12 nautichl

miles to the EEZ, whereas no
records are available for drift
netters.

between 19 ¢ 40 years old and

o|der than 60. While the crew is

predominantly male, a small
number of female crew members
have been recorded aboard drift
netters.
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