F you happen to wander into
one of YTLs coastal resorts this
month, you might find yourself
stopping mid-stride. There,
gleaming under the light, are tur-
tles — not the kind that scuttle towards
the waves, but ones reborn through
paint, cement and imagination. Each
shell tells a story: of survival, artistry
. and how beauty and purpose can share
" the same surface.

These are the Penyu Shell-Ter
turtles — 70 handcrafted sculptures
transformed by 51 Malaysian artists
and public figures into vivid emblems
of environmental hope. The project,
launched by YTL Cement, the building
materials arm of the Malaysian con-
glomerate YTL Group, in collaboration

with YTL Hotels, marks the group’s

70th anniversary.

“As we celebrate 70 years of the
YTL Group, we're contemplating the
meaning of legacy,” begins Rachel
Yeoh, executive director of YTL Cement,
adding: "As much as we're thinking
about decades past, we're mindful of
the future that we want to live in and
the biodiversity that is integral to it.
This project is rooted in our values and
aims to support local talent while rais-
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ing funds and awareness for
environmental conservation
and endemic turtle species.”

Ilt'sanambitious marriage
of artand activism — one that
transforms the very idea of
what construction materials
can do. Each turtle, after all,
is made from ECOCem, YTL
Cement's own sustainable,
low-carbon building material
developed by its Construction
Development Laboratory. The
same substance that fortifies
Malaysia’'s skylines has, for
this project, been turned into
an unlikely vessel for hope.

CONCRETE, BUT ALIVE
Cement and conservation don't
often share the same sentence.
Yet here, the symbolism runs
deep. ECOCem’s muted strength
becomes the canvas for exuberant,
individual visions — from abstract
bursts of colour to intricate tributes to
marine life.

Some artists worked in sweeping
brushstrokes, others embedded their
turtles with mosaic, poetry or found
objects. Together, the 70 sculptures

become a kind of nationwide chorus,
each one speaking to the country's
creative diversity.

Adds Yeoh: "The Penyu Shell-Ter
Projectis an extension of our work and
mission at BUILDS, which is guided by
environmental stewardship, com-
munity engagement, and support for
Malaysian talent. As each sculpture
comes to life, we look forward to seeing
the impact they will make and the criti-
cal conversations around conservation
that it will spark.”

FROM BEACH TO GALLERY

Those conversations stretch far beyond
the art world. At the heart of the pro-
ject is a very real and urgent cause:
Malaysia’s endangered turtle popu-
lations. The sculptures are currently
being displayed at selected YTL Hotels
nationwide, ahead of an online auction
that began on Oct 15. .

The campaign will culminate in a
live auction on Nov 25, with proceeds
channelled directly to two organisa-
tions that have long been on the front
lines of turtle conservation — the Turtle
Conservation Society of Malaysia [TCS]
and PULIHARA.

It's a continuation of a relationship
that's already tangible at YTL Hotels. At
Tanjong Jara Resort, the Turtle Hatch-
ery, established with PULIHARA, has
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quietly become a sanctuary since its
founding in 2016 — saving more than
110,000 turtle eggs and releasing
approximately 84,000 hatchlings into
the South China Sea.

Across other coastal properties,
conservation takes on different forms:
coral restoration at Gaya Island Resort,
reef protection at Pangkor Laut Resort
and countless small gestures of envi-
ronmental care woven into the rhythm
of resort life.

“Our resorts have long been living
classrooms for conservation,” shares
Yeoh Pei Xien, vice-president of strat-
egy and transformation at YTL Hotels
& Properties. “The Penyu Shell-Ter
Project extends that ethos nationwide,
inviting the public to join us in protect-
ing fragile ecosystems.”

ARTISTS AT WORK

Endorsed by the National Art Gallery of
Malaysia, the project carries the rare
distinction of bridging artistic prac-
tice with environmental urgency. The
participating artists come from across
disciplines —from contemporary paint-
ers and sculptors to street artists and
public figures — each bringing a per-
sonalinterpretation of whatit meansto
protect, nurture and rebuild.

On the official project website,
launched early last month, visitors
can browse through each turtle and
read the stories behind them. Some
sculptures celebrate traditional motifs;
others channel pop surrealism or mlnl—
malist geometry.

LEGACY IN MOTION

What makes the Penyu Shell- Ter

Project resonate isn’t just its visual
splendour, but also the way it loops
back to community. In addition to the
auction proceeds, YTL Cement will
donate RM5,000 on behalf of each
artist — a total of RM255,000 — to a
charity of their choice, extending the
project's reach beyond conservation
into a broader tapestry of 'social and
environmental causes.

“Community awareness and action
are essential in protecting Malaysia’s
turtles,” says Dr Chen Pelf Nyok, co-
founder of TCS.

She elaborates: “The Penyu Shell-
Ter Project not only raises critical funds
for our conservation programmes, but
also creates a creative, public platform
that brings these issues into everyday
conversations. We're grateful to YTL
Cement, the participating artists and
the public for joining us in this shared
mission.”

In a way, that's what makes this
project so moving. The turtles are art
objects, yes, but they're also meta- *
phors — for endurance, for slow but
steady progress and for the idea that
something as cold and utilitarian
as cernent can carry warmth when
shaped by human hands.

So, when you next encounter one
of those sculpted turtles, pause. Look
closely at its shell, its colours and
the stories embedded in its curves.
Beneath the artistry lies a deeper
message — that legacy, like the sea,
is something we all share.
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For details and to view the full catalogue of turtle

- sculptures, visit: penyushellter.yticement.com



