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UNGAI Perak near Kam-

pung Sungai Papan here

has repeatedly turned a

. striking blue this year,

*alarming locals and devastating

the livelihoods of fishermen who
depend on its waters.

The unusual discolouration,
occurring as often as every few
days, has not only killed fish, but
also raised fears of contamina-
tion and long-term environmen-
tal damage.

Fisherman Mohd Nazri Abdul
Nasir, 38, said the river had
changed colour several times be-
fore, but not as often as this year,
with the water turning blue as
often as every three to four days
since early January.
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, 1T was ex-

aly cult to catch fish.
Sometimes 1 would go out 10
times and get only one fish,”
he said when met at the Kam-
pung Sungai Papan Bridge yes-
terday.

Nazri added that the phe-

nomenon caused significant fish
deaths, especially among smaller
species.
- “When the water turned blue,
the fish became disoriented. The
small ones died, and the bigger
ones floated near the surface,
struggling for air.”

Nazri, who hails from Kam-
pung Air Panas, said the situation
had slightly improved after min-
ing companies operating up-
stream were ordered to temporar-
ily halt operations.

“Alhamdulillah, now it’s better.
When I go fishing, I can catch
around 10 fish per trip. Some I
sell, some we cook at home.”

He added that there was an eco-
nomic impact on fishermen.

“The fishermen here are badly

’ affected. Their catch has dropped

3

drastically and many are com-

plaining.”

He added that the river was pri-
marily used for fishing and small-
scale netting, with limited re-
liance as a water source.

Checks near the river yesterday
showed that many people, in-
cluding some from Baling,
Kedah, were fishing, and some
families were also seen camping
by the river.

Meanwhile, a villager from
Kampung Air Ganda who wished
to be identified only as Kori said
the bluish waters had disrupted
livelihoods, particularly for
small-scale fishermen who de-
pend on daily catches.

“Thankfully, the water has be-
gun to clear. After the incident,
some factories stopped releasing
chemicals into the river and the
catch is improving.”

Kori, who has lived by the river
since childhood, described the
alarm among villagers when
large numbers of dead fish were

spotted. .

“1 think two or three gunny
sacks of dead fish were collected
in a day. Before this, people came
here daily to catch fish, but after

"fearful of consumj
during the period.. .

the water changed colour, every-
one became afraid. '

“Fishermen who rely on sea-
sonal catches between October
and December were the hardest
hit as many had already invested
in equipment and supplies.

“When something like this hap-
pens, it’s a huge loss. We villagers
can only voice our concerns;
the rest is up to the authorities,”
he said. .

He added that many residents
believed the issue stemmed from
long-standing industrial activi-
ties upstream, including centu-
ry-old tin-related operations.

“People want the truth because
the entire ecosystem has been af-
fected, not just the fish. Fisher-
men are happier now that they
are getting some catch, but the
fear remains.”

The river is alsc a vital water
source for the Orang Asli village
of Kampung Sungai Papan, home
to 18 families who rely on it for
their daily water needs, fishing
and to irrigate their rubber trees.

However, Sungai Perak’s recent
discolouration has raised fresh
concerns over contamination
and repeated disruptions to their
primary water source. 3

Pandak Busu, 59, said the com-
munity was alarmed when the
river turned blue and small fish
began dying.

“We were worried when we saw
the water turn blue. Many small

fish died, and we were afraid to .

eat the fish, drink: the water.or.
even wash our clothes”: %

He added that‘althoughno-cas-

es.of food poisoning had been' -

reported, villagers remained
ng figh caught
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was not the first, but it was the
most severe.

“This isn’t the first time. It has
happened before, but this recent
one was the worst.”

With no reliable river water
during contamination episodes,
villagers rely .on rainwater,
makeshift ponds and nearby nat-
ural springs.

Pandak urged the authorities to
address the root cause and en-
sure responsible parties took cor-
rective action.

“If possible, we want the au-
thorities to prevent this from
happening. If factory operations
must continue, do it safely. )

“It’s not just for us here, but
everyone along the river will be
affected. We depend fully on this
river for our livelihood.” .

It was reported that serious pol-
lution in Sungai Perak and its
tributaries in Gerik was caused by
untreated waste from mining ac-
tivities.

Perak Environment Department
director Datuk Mohammad Ezan-
ni Mat Salleh had said investiga-
tions were carried out after the
department received three sepa-
rate complaints in early October
involving changes in river watey
colour and mass fish deaths. ~

On Wednesday, the goverp-
ment, through the Minerals and
Geoscience Department, ordered

three il mMining companies to
suspend operations following

failure to meet the iti
neet conditi
by the authorities., o APSE




