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The Regional Technical Consultation on the Conservation Efforts and Management 
Strategies of the Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia 

6 – 8 January 2026 
Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia 

 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF MEETING 
 

1. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD convened the Regional Technical Consultation on the 
Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of the Pelagic Fisheries Resources in 
Southeast Asia at Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia, from 6 to 8 January 2026. 
The meeting was funded by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). It was attended 
by representatives from eight ASEAN Member States (AMS) namely Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam; 
representatives from the Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) Kampung Acheh, FRI Batu 
Maung, and FRI Bintawa; a Resource Person from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu 
(UMT); representatives from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and SEAFDEC/TD; as well as 
the Chief, Special Departmental Coordinator, and officials from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. 
The list of participants is provided in Annex 1. 

 
2. The meeting was officiated by the Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi 

Ahmad Arshad. In his opening speech, he welcomed all participants to the Regional 
Technical Consultation (RTC) and outlined the project’s aims and duration. He 
highlighted the key activities successfully conducted by MFRDMD and expressed his 
hope that participants would actively contribute constructive inputs throughout the three-
day consultation. Such contributions, he noted, would enable the development of effective 
solutions, strengthen regional solidarity, and ensure continued collaboration in promoting 
sustainability and responsible resource management. He further conveyed his gratitude to 
the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF) for supporting the project. His opening 
remarks appear as Annex 2. 

 
II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND INTRODUCTION OF PROJECT 

 
3. Ms. Mazalina Ali, the Project Coordinator, presented the timetable of the RTC. Her 

presentation appears as Annex 3. The meeting timetable was adopted with minor 
corrections, and the provisional prospectus together with the revised timetable is 
presented in Annex 4. 

 
4. Ms. Mazalina presented ‘Introduction to the Implementation and Assessment of the 

ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity’. She shared 
the project overview, objectives, six key outputs, and the activities implemented by 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD in 2024 and 2025. Her presentation appears as Annex 5.  
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III. INTRODUCTION TO CONSERVATION EFFORTS AND MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES 

 
5. The resource person, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah delivered a presentation on 

Pelagic Fisheries Management: Challenges, Strategies, and Future Pathways. She also 
shared three case studies highlighting management strategies for pelagic fisheries 
resources. Her presentation appears as Annex 6.  

 
6. Mr. Djoko Arye Prasetyo, the representative from Indonesia, expressed his interest in 

Case Study No. 1: Impact of the Closed Season Policy for Sardines in Zamboanga 
Peninsula, Philippines. He sought for clarification on how the income of fishers and 
workers in fish processing plants is sustained during the closed season, when fishing is 
prohibited and canning factories are not operating. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida responded 
that workers build their savings and focus on production during the open season, while 
fishers engage in small businesses as an additional source of income. Mr. Djoko further 
suggested the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in monitoring fisheries resources to reduce 
the workload of fisheries officers. In response, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida noted that the 
application of AI will be considered in the future direction of the agenda. 

 
7. Ms. Kima Karla H. Cedo, the representative from the Philippines, added that during the 

closed season the factory continues operating for machinery maintenance, with workers 
receiving lower salaries as no heavy work is required during this period. She noted that 
during the open season, income increases in line with higher production and workload. 

 
8. Mr. Jamil Musel from FRI Bintawa, Sarawak, requested further information on how fish 

production is managed and fisheries are controlled during the closed season for sardines 
as shown in Case Study 1. Ms. Cedo clarified that the closed season was previously 
implemented during the monsoon period. Factories would stockpile sardines before the 
start of the closed season, and to sustain production, a minimal quantity of sardines was 
imported to meet the demand for canned fish. To control fishing activities during the 
closed season, the government prohibited all commercial fishing of sardines in 
Zamboanga Peninsula, while also increasing the number of enforcement personnel to 
ensure compliance. Ms. Cedo further noted that there has been a recent update to the 
closed season policy, with details to be shared during the presentation on the success story. 

 
9. Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn, the Policy and Program Coordinator from the 

SEAFDEC Secretariat, shared several insights on Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida’s 
presentation. She suggested incorporating case studies related to multi-species fisheries 
in Southeast Asia and highlighted SEAFDEC regional initiatives such as Fisheries 
Refugia for Indo-Pacific mackerel, lobster, blue swimming crab, blood cockles, and tiger 
prawn, conducted by Member Countries. She also noted that the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) has conducted activities on small pelagic fisheries management in 
the region, which could serve as alternative case studies, referencing their website and 
The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) publications. Finally, she 
emphasized the importance of improving data collection based on scientific evidence, as 
reliable data is essential for stock assessment and for presenting the current fisheries 
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situation to gain international support for management efforts. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida 
thanked Ms. Pattaratjit for her valuable inputs. 

 
10. Dr. Supapong Pattarapongpan, the Fishery Oceanographer from SEAFDEC/TD shared 

his views on the closed season in the Philippines based on the lesson learned in Thailand. 
He suggested adopting a flexible closed season period and interval, taking into account 
climate change factors. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida acknowledged the suggestion and 
agreed that it is essential to consider the impacts of climate change on fisheries 
management.  

 
IV. COUNTRY AND DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION ON THE CONSERVATION 

EFFORTS AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES OF PELAGIC FISHERIES 
RESOURCES 

 
11. Ms. Siti Nur Nisrina Matali, the representative from Brunei Darussalam, delivered 

‘Brunei Darussalam Country Report: Questionnaire on Conservation Efforts and 
Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia’. Her 
presentation appears as Annex 7. 

 
12. Mr. Jamil sought clarification on the ‘one license for one mother boat’ policy. The 

representative from Brunei Darussalam, Ms. Desimawati Haji Metali, clarified that the 
rule of one license per type of fishing gear applies only to commercial fishing vessels, 
such as trawlers, purse seiners, and longliners. 

 
13. Ms. Liza Haji Long from the Department of Marine Fisheries Sarawak, Malaysia 

requested information on the new fishing zonation for Brunei Darussalam waters, which 
was implemented on 1 January 2024. Ms. Desimawati elaborated that Zone 1 (0–7 
nautical miles) is designated for small-scale fishers; Zone 2 (7–20 nautical miles) is for 
vessels less than 60 Gross Tonnage (GT); Zone 3 (20 - 45 nautical miles) is for vessels 
between 60 GT - 150GT; and Zone 4 (45 - 200 nautical miles) is for vessels with size 
more than 150 GT. 

 
14. Mr. Jamil inquired about the rationale behind Brunei’s expansion of Zone 1 from 0–3 

nautical miles to 0–7 nautical miles under the new zoning system. Ms. Desimawati 
explained that the expansion aims to reduce conflict between small-scale and commercial 
fishers, alleviate fishing pressure in nearshore areas, and enhance the protection of reefs 
that serve as ecologically significant nursery and spawning grounds for marine fish. Ms. 
Siti Nur Nisrina Matali further explained that Zone 2, previously covering 3–20 nautical 
miles, was a shared fishing area for small-scale and commercial fishers, which prompted 
the introduction of the new zoning system. 

 
15. Ms. Pattaratjit inquired whether Brunei Darussalam plans to evaluate the impact of 

expanding Zone 1, particularly in terms of increasing income. Ms. Desimawati clarified 
that the new zoning system is only implemented in 2024, and therefore additional time is 
required to properly assess its impact. She noted, however, that small-scale fishers have 
reported an increase in their catch, while commercial fishers have expressed concerns 
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over declining catches following the implementation of the new zoning system for Zone 
1. 

 
16. Dr. Chea Tharith, the representative from Cambodia, presented ‘Status of fish stock 

assessment in Cambodia’.  His presentation appears as Annex 8.  
 

17. Mr. Ryon Siow, from FRI Kampung Acheh, Perak, inquired about the implementation of 
the size limit in Cambodia. Dr. Chea responded that the strategy has successfully reduced 
the proportion of juvenile fish in the catch by approximately 40%. 
 

18. Mr. Djoko presented ‘Indonesia Country Report: Conservation Efforts and Management 
Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources’.  His presentation appears as Annex 9. 

 
19. Ms. Marlinda Anim Marham from DOF Malaysia inquired about the implementation of 

digital systems in fisheries data collection. Mr. Djoko explained that the majority, fishers 
in Indonesia consist of small-scale fisheries, and are considered to have limited 
educational background to effectively utilize new technologies for data collection. 
Therefore, manual logbooks are still being used to record fisheries data. He emphasized 
the need for more hands-on training for fishers before digital data systems can be fully 
adopted. 

 
20. Mr. Irman Isnain, the representative from DOF Sabah, Malaysia inquired about the main 

focus of the Fisheries Management Plan (FMP) for Flying Fish. Mr. Djoko explained that 
flying fish are found only in certain areas, such as between Kalimantan and Sulawesi, 
where there is a high risk of overexploitation. Therefore, the FMP for Flying Fish is 
established to protect this vulnerable species. 

 
21. Ms. Haryati presented ‘Compilation and Assessment on the Conservation and 

Management Strategies of Pelagic Species’. Her presentation appears as Annex 10.  
 

22. Mr. Irman delivered ‘Conservation Efforts & Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries 
Resources in Sabah’. His presentation appears as Annex 11. 

 
23. Mr. Djoko sought for clarification about the specific percentage or coverage area for the 

development of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in Malaysia. Ms. Haryati clarified that 
Malaysia follows the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14 target of achieving 10% 
coverage of national waters for MPAs by 2030. She explained that MPAs also encompass 
other fisheries management areas such as Marine Parks and Fisheries Refugia. Ms. Liza 
further added that MPAs are not necessarily closed areas, as fish sanctuaries can also be 
included. 

 
24. Mr. Soe Win, the representative from Myanmar, inquired about lobster and cockle 

conservation areas in Malaysia. Mr. Irman explained that lobsters are mostly caught from 
the wild, and there is limited information available on their distribution. Therefore, the 
resource is currently managed through catch regulation rather than area-based measures. 
With regard to cockles, he noted that the Beluran area once had abundant resources, but 
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these were severely depleted due to overexploitation. At present, size regulations have 
been implemented to manage and restore the cockle resource. 

  
25. Mr. Zaw Khaing, the representative from   Myanmar, presented ‘Conservation Efforts and 

Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Myanmar’. His presentation 
appears as Annex 12.  

 
26. Mr. Jamil inquired about the use of circle hooks in Myanmar waters. Mr. Soe Win 

explained currently Myanmar allows the use of C-hooks in long lines but does not permit 
the use of J-hook which are also banned internationally. 

 
27. Mr. Irman requested examples of fishing gear designed to reduce bycatch. Mr. Soe Win 

clarified that Myanmar does not currently have any specialized fishing gear specifically 
designed to reduce bycatch; instead, bycatch mitigation is addressed through regulations 
on mesh size for existing fishing gears, particularly purse seines and trawlers. For purse 
seines, the minimum mesh size is 1 inch, while for trawlers, the minimum mesh size at 
the cod end is 1 inch. 

 
28. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi asked which species are involved in the closed season held from 

April to June. Mr. Soe Win explained that it involves all species as there is no fishing 
operation allowed during the close season.  

 
29. Mr. Ryon queried about the control of light intensity. Mr. Soe Win responded Myanmar 

only allows the use of not more than 80 kilowatts (kW) of light power intensity which is 
mainly used for squid fishing. 

 
30. Ms. Noimie Rose B. Dicdiquin, the representative from the Philippines, delivered 

‘Country Presentation on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of Pelagic 
Fisheries’. Her presentation appears as Annex 13.  

 
31. Mr. Jamil requested more information about the management of Payao whether the Payao 

belong to the vessel or fisheries company. Ms. Cedo informed that the Payao belongs to 
the vessel and a single Catcher vessel is allowed to have only 40 units of Payao. 
 

32. Ms. Liza asked if there is any study on biomass in the Payao area to implement any close 
season or catch limit for certain species. Ms. Cedo informed that Payao majorly targets 
migrating tuna. Currently there is no study about the stock or biomass of other species 
specific in the Payao area but at the moment, the Philippines has good data on the status 
of tuna stocks.  

 
33. Dr. Nipa Kulanujaree, the representative from Thailand, presented ‘Compilation and 

Assessment on the Conservation Effort and Management Strategies of Pelagic Species’. 
Her presentation appears as Annex 14.  

 
34. Mr. Jamil asked about the use of light for squid fishing in the area less than 3 nautical 

miles from the coastline. Dr. Nipa explained that commercial vessels (more than 30 GT) 
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not allowed to fish in the coastal area (approximately 3 nm from coastline) include the 
squid fishing. Fishing vessels smaller than 10 GT are permitted to operate in coastal areas; 
however, the use of light-assisted fishing gear in coastal areas is only allowed in specific 
provinces where such activities are officially authorized. 
 

35. Ms. Cedo requested for more information on the output control. Dr. Nipa explained that 
the DOF Thailand regulates the Total Allowable Catch (TAC), measured in kilograms, 
for each fishing vessel. In addition, they also control the number of fishing days permitted. 
However, these measures apply only to commercial fishing vessels. Ms. Cedo further 
noted that the Philippines faces challenges in obtaining catch and effort data from 
unregistered boats. 

 
36. Dr. Vu Viet Ha, the representative from Viet Nam, presented ‘Country Presentation on 

the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries’. His 
presentation appears as Annex 15. 

  
37. Ms. Cedo asked about the average size of MPA areas in Viet Nam, noting that the country 

currently has 12 MPAs. Dr. Ha responded that the total area of these 12 MPAs is 
approximately 206,000 hectares where the sea surface area is about 185,000 hectares. 

 
38. Ms. Liza asked what Viet Nam has done to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

(IUU) fishing and to withdraw from the yellow card. Dr. Ha explained that Viet Nam has 
implemented Port-In Port-Out (PIPO), a logbook program and catch report for fishing 
vessels 12 meters and above in length, and the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS). 

 
39. Mr. Ryon inquired the response regarding the slot limit and the length of the net, since it 

was stated “YES” but with remarks that these measures were not yet regulated. Dr. Ha 
explained that the provincial office has implemented the slot limit for blue swimming 
crab; however, it is not regulated by the Central government of Viet Nam and has not 
been incorporated into any Fisheries Law or Decree. The same applies to the regulation 
on net length. 

 
40. Ms. Noor Suhailis Zelani from DOF Malaysia inquired about the period for renewing 

licenses, noting that the quota or TAC is updated every five years. Dr. Ha responded that 
Vietnamese fishers renew their fishing licenses every five years, together with the quota. 

 
41. Dr. Supapong presented “The Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of 

Pelagic Fisheries: What We’ve Done Here in TD.” SEAFDEC/TD has implemented the 
activities related to pelagic fishery resources management from various perspectives. 
Some key initiatives include Stock Assessments of neritic tuna, Stock Assessments in the 
Sulu and Sulawesi Seas, as well as Acoustic surveys using the Scientific Echosounder 
EK80. Examples of regional fishery management efforts are Genetic identification of 
Indo-Pacific mackerel (Rastrelliger brachysoma) and Regional Seminar on the Progress 
of Fish Stock Assessment in SEAFDEC Member Countries. Regarding fishery refugia, 
SEAFDEC/TD has been actively engaged in, i) Refugia site identification for pelagic fish, 
ii) Fish larvae identification and iii) Application of the Ecosystem Approach for Fisheries 
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Management (EAFM). Currently, SEAFDEC/TD is undertaking a five-year project to 
explore possible methods for monitoring and managing pelagic fishery resources in the 
context of climate uncertainties.   His presentation appears as Annex 16.  

 
42. Ms. Pattaratjit highlighted additional initiatives undertaken by SEAFDEC. She informed 

the Meeting on the Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas 
in the ASEAN (RPOA-Neritic Tunas), which was an existing regional policy document 
under the ASEAN Mechanism. This RPOA-Neritic Tunas, builds on and provides the 
actions and strengthens regional cooperation to promote conservation and management 
for sustainable neritic tuna fisheries in the Southeast Asian Waters. The Scientific 
Working Group on Neritic Tunas was established under this RPOA-Neritic Tunas, which 
tasks to conduct the stock assessment of neritic tunas in Southeast Asia and provides the 
results, management recommendations for national management measures consideration. 
This reflects strong collaborative efforts among AMSs in addressing important 
transboundary species. The RPOA-Neritic Tunas is considered a key achievement that 
has been recognized at the ASEAN level. In addition, she informed the Meeting that 
MFRDMD successful conducted the Stock and Risk Assessments of Two Seerfish 
Species (Scomberomorus guttatus and S. commerson) Resources (1950–2022) in the 
Southeast Asia Region using ASPIC 5, which recently adopted by SEAFDEC Council 
and ASEAN mechanism in 2025. Furthermore, she informed on the upcoming capacity-
building activities under the collaboration between FAO and SEAFDEC, on mixed-stock 
species, which will be conducted in 2026 and the invitation letters will be sent to the 
AMSs soon. 

 
V. COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON SUCCESS STORY 

 
43. Ms. Siti Nur Nisrina presented ‘Success Story on Conservation Efforts and Management 

Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Brunei Darussalam’. Her presentation 
appears as Annex 17. 

 
44. Mr. Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin Ayob inquired about the average size of the Artificial 

Reef (AR) and its depth of deployment. Ms. Desimawati explained that ARs are 
constructed in various sizes according to designated deployment zones, with the largest 
weighing approximately 5 tonnes. The deployment areas range from Zone 1 to Zone 3, 
primarily near natural coral reef areas, with deployment depths of up to 40 metres. 

 
45. Mr. Irman queried about the caretaker of the ARs.  Ms. Desimawati explained that 

management of ARs falls entirely under government responsibility. However, in some 
shallow areas, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) assist in supporting management 
efforts, including deployment and monitoring activities. 

 
46. Mr. Djoko asked about the specific approach and differentiation for ARs management and 

deployment. Ms. Desimawati shared that Brunei has a small sea area for maritime 
activities and limited MPA areas. Due to this limitation, the Maritime and Port Authority 
of Brunei Darussalam (MPABD) is the principal agency taking part in the decision-
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making on the area for deployment of artificial reefs, in accordance with the regulations 
set by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

 
47. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi inquired about regulations and enforcement in the AR areas. Ms. 

Desimawati explained that AR areas fall under the Fisheries Act, and enforcement is 
carried out to prevent illegal fishing activities. 

 
48.  Dr. Chea presented ‘Success Stories Related to The Management and Conservation of 

Pelagic Fish in Cambodia’. His presentation appears as Annex 18. 
 

49. Mr. Djoko sought for clarification on trade restrictions to combat IUU fishing.  Dr. Chea 
clarified that the restriction applies only to Cambodian fishing vessels and does not extend 
to foreign vessels. 

 
50. Ms. Pattaratjit inquired, besides Rastrelliger spp., Portunus pelagicus, and 

Encrasicholina heteroloba, what other species Cambodia plans to implement a 
conservation program. Dr. Chea explained that Cambodia has already selected 51 
additional species for the conservation purpose and is still under discussion. 

 
51. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida requested further information about Community-Based Co-

Management through Community Fisheries (CFi). Mr. Leng Syvann, from the Fisheries 
Administration of Cambodia, elaborated that CFi must be officially recognized by the 
Cambodian government. He explained that CFi contributes to patrolling, data collection, 
and educating both fishers and students about the importance of fisheries resources. 

 
52. Ms. Liza inquired whether CFi are empowered to regulate the law. Mr. Leng explained 

that CFi assists in patrolling the protected fisheries areas; however, their power right is 
limited. If illegal fishing activities are detected, CFi are required to report the incidents to 
competent fisheries officers for the implementation of legal action. 
 

53. Mr. Karto Pulung, the representative from Indonesia, presented ‘Fisheries Management 
Plans (FMPs) of Lemuru (Sardinella lemuru) at Bali Strait’. His presentation appears as 
Annex 19. 

 
54.  Ms. Liza sought for clarification on how Indonesia allocates fishing quotas to the 

Fisheries Management Areas (FMA), specifically whether allocation is determined by 
designated zoning areas or by vessel size. Mr. Djoko clarified that the fishing quota is 
given by zoning (Fisheries Management Areas) and also by licensing from both central 
and local governments. Ms. Liza further inquired about the size of purse seine fishing 
vessels operating in certain zones. Mr. Djoko shared that fishing licences in Indonesia are 
divided into 2 authorities. Fishing vessels licensed by the central government are 
generally vessels with a size of more than 30 gross tonnage (>30 GT), while vessels with 
a size of less than 30 GT (<30GT) are licensed by the provincial government. 

 
55. Ms. Marlinda Anim Marham inquired about the key factors contributing to the success of 

the FMP Lemuru program. Mr. Djoko highlighted two important aspects:                                 
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i) the availability of reliable data, particularly on Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) and 
reproduction; and ii) effective communication between central governance, provincial 
governance, and the fishers. He acknowledged that there were challenges during the early 
stage of implementation; however, fishers eventually accepted the program as they 
recognized its potential benefits. 

 
56. Ms. Cedo inquired about the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification. Mr. Djoko 

responded that at least 10 companies have been disseminated related to MSC-
certification. At present there is one company proposed for MSC certification on pelagic 
fisheries in Bali strait. He further noted that the fee for obtaining the MSC certificate is 
fully borne by the company. 

 
57. Ms. Liza queried whether the Indonesian government provides any intervention to help 

the fishers in this program, for example giving the matching grant for modernization or 
upgrading the vessels or gears. Mr. Djoko explained that the Central Government acts as 
a “bridge,” facilitating coordination and support between provincial authorities and 
fishers, rather than directly providing subsidies. 

 
58. Ms. Pattaratjit asked whether this FMP Lemuru is considered to take the EAFM approach 

for the implementation. Mr. Djoko explained that in order to develop such FMPs, there 
are three aspects that need to be considered before, namely i) ecosystem aspect (fisheries 
resources and habitat), ii) socio-economic aspect, and iii) good governance aspects. These 
three aspects become essential indicators in implementing EAFM. Therefore, FMPs 
Lemuru will be more comprehensive, both in concept and implementation as well. 

 
59. Ms. Haryati presented ‘Mainstreaming Artificial Reefs into the Ecosystem Approach to 

Fisheries Management (EAFM) in Sarawak, Malaysia’. Her presentation appears as 
Annex 20. 

 
60. Mr. Irman presented ‘Artificial reef project in Sabah’. His presentation appears as Annex 

21. 
 

61. Mr. Leng would like to know more about Malaysia’s experience concerning the 
effectiveness of ARs, including what kind of structure of ARs is effective, in terms of 
biodiversity species and coral reefs. Mr. Irman responded that although exact figures are 
not currently available, local fishers have provided feedback indicating that certain fish 
species which had previously disappeared have reappeared following ARs deployment. 

 
62. Ms. Haryati explained that Malaysia has two types of AR based on purpose of 

deployment; i) Conservation AR, where the DOF Malaysia does not disclose the ARs 
locations to fishers as fishing activity is prohibited. These ARs are intended for 
conservation purposes to protect the habitat and deter trawling activities, and ii) 
Recreational AR, where fishers are allowed to fish by using eco-friendly traditional 
fishing gear like hook and line.  
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63. Mr. Jamil shared that FRI Bintawa Sarawak is involved in the study on the sustainable 
structure of AR, with a specific officer assigned. He mentioned that the information on 
the AR structure can be shared with Mr. Leng. 

 
64. Ms. Liza added information about collaboration between the Department of Marine 

Fisheries Sarawak with Petroliam Nasional Berhad (PETRONAS – Malaysia’s National 
Oil and Gas Company) on the Malaysia Master Reefing Plan launched in late 2024 in 
conjunction with the Rigs to Reefs program where decommissioned oil rig platforms will 
be deployed as ARs in Sarawak waters.   

 
65. Mr. Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin gave information on the structure, design and 

material of ARs in Malaysia. He briefly explained that there are many structures of ARs 
deployed in Malaysia with various types of material. Started with tyre reefs, confiscated 
fishing vessels, concrete and oil rig platforms. Tyre reefs were no longer used for ARs 
after it was banned by the DOF Malaysia in 1990 due to environmental pollution. Other 
than tyres, DOF Malaysia also used confiscated fishing vessels as ARs but this structure 
is not purposely designed as ARs. From the experience the vessel structure drifted from 
the original deployment location due to strong water current. Currently, DOF Malaysia 
only focuses on deployment of concrete ARs which are divided into two types of design 
which are soft-bottom and hard-bottom ARs. This ARs structure is robust and expected 
to last up to 50 years if deployed in a right seabed condition. He also highlighted that, the 
most important part in ARs deployment program is to conduct a site selection survey 
before the deployment to avoid the ARs from sunken into a thick muddy seabed. 

 
66. Ms. Cedo sought for clarification about potential environmental pollution risks associated 

with the use of oil rig platforms as artificial reefs (ARs). In response, Mr. Muhammad 
Amirullah Al-Amin clarified that the United Nations has prohibited the use of tyres as ARs 
due to research findings indicating that tyres can cause environmental pollution. He 
clarified that, in contrast, the use of oil rigs as ARs in collaboration with PETRONAS 
adheres to the standards outlined by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
under the Guidelines for the Placement of Artificial Reefs: London Convention and 
Protocol. He emphasized that, prior to approval by DOF Malaysia, PETRONAS was 
required to ensure that the structures were thoroughly cleaned of hydrocarbons and other 
potential marine pollutants in accordance with international standards. Ms. Liza added 
that, in the Malaysia Master Reefing Plan, the subsea and partially largely intact structures 
of oil rigs will be converted into ARs in-situ, at their original locations. While the other 
types of platforms, the top and jacket are transported to coastal areas for deployment at 
agreed designated sites as ARs ex-situ. All rigs must follow the decommissioned key 
requirements and steps such as well plugging and cleaning, environmental hazard 
assessment and regulatory approval before transformed into ARs.  

 
67. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi inquired whether Sarawak or Sabah had undertaken any studies on 

biomass in ARs. Mr. Irman explained that such work is still an ongoing process. For 
Sarawak, Mr. Jamil reported that the Bintawa had conducted a study focusing on species 
composition and density within ARs in Sarawak waters. He noted that the findings 
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provide valuable baseline information for assessing biomass and monitoring the 
ecological performance of ARs in Sarawak waters.  

 
68. Mr. Soe Win presented ‘Fisheries Management Measure and Fisheries conservation in 

Myanmar’. His presentation appears as Annex 22. 
 

69. Ms. Haryati asked about the three-month closed season (April to June). Mr. Soe Win 
explained that the area affected during this period is the offshore zone. He added that, 
during the closed season, fishing workers receive support from the owners of the fishing 
vessels. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) will assist in patrolling the Local 
Management Area (LMA) in the inshore zone.  
 

70. Mr. Sallehudin Jamon from FRI Kampung Acheh, Perak queried about the closed species. 
Mr. Soe Win answered it involved lobster bearing eggs and any endangered species.  

 
71. Ms. Noor Suhailis queried how April to June was selected as the closed season. Mr. Soe 

Win explained that Myanmar initially implemented June to August as closed months in 
2014. Then, starting from 2018, the closed season was shifted to April to June to align 
with the spawning period of many species. 

 
72. Ms. Cedo presented ‘Philippines: Success Story on the Conservation Efforts and 

Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries’. Her presentation appears as Annex 23. 
 

73. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida expressed her appreciation to the Philippines for providing an 
update on the Closed Season Policy for sardines in the Zamboanga Peninsula. She noted 
that the revised closure period for sardines in the Zamboanga Peninsula now commences 
in November. She emphasized that this adjustment reflects the importance of revising 
management policies and strategies in accordance with the latest scientific evidence. 
 

74. Dr. Nipa inquired about the challenges that occurred after the closed season ended. Ms. 
Cedo acknowledged the occurrence of a “race to fish” situation during the early months 
after the closed season, which resulted in increased fishing pressure. She noted that, in the 
near future, the Government of the Philippines plans to implement a buffer measure in 
Fisheries Management Area (FMA) 12, during which some fishing gears that contribute 
to the catching of juvenile fish will be prohibited for another three months after the closed 
season. 

 
75. Ms. Pattaratjit inquired about the current situation of IUU Fishing Index and Threat 

Assessment Tool (IFIT) that has been implemented in the Philippines, how the upgraded 
system and utilization by other sites. Ms. Cedo explained that more financial support is 
needed to expand to other areas and conduct a re-assessment since IFIT is an ongoing 
process. 

 
76. Dr. Nipa presented ‘The success story of Output control: catch Limits and Quotas in 

Thailand’. Her presentation appears as Annex 24. 
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77. Dr. Ha sought for clarification on how to standardize the fishing effort since it has 
different fishing gears and each type of fishing gear targets a certain species or species 
group. Dr. Nipa explained that fishing effort is standardized prior to aggregation. Standard 
fishing gears are selected for each species group: research vessels are used as the standard 
for demersal fauna, purse seine for pelagic fish, and anchovy purse seine for anchovy 
species. Effort from other gears is then standardized relative to these reference gears 
before being combined.  

 
78. Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi queried about the dominant species among demersal fauna and 

pelagic fish, in which Dr. Nipa replied that sardines, mackerel, scad, and several species 
of neritic tuna are the dominant species for pelagic fish.  

 
79. Mr. Irman asked on Ecosystem Traits Index (ETI), asking whether the analysis was 

conducted using single species, multiple species, or the entire fisheries community. Dr. 
Nipa clarified that the analysis is carried out using the whole fish community for 
management purposes. However, she emphasized the importance of also conducting 
analysis at the single-species level.  
 

80. Dr. Ha presented ‘Country Presentation: Success stories related to the management and 
conservation of pelagic fish in Vietnam’. His presentation appears as Annex 25. 

 
81. Dr. Nipa queried why the range size of fish decreased after the deployment of AR. Dr. 

Ha explained that many fish are attracted to the ARs and establish nursery grounds 
nearby; therefore, the fish caught tend to be smaller in size.  

 
82. Mr. Ryon raised a question regarding the materials and quantity of AR deployed in Viet 

Nam waters. Dr. Ha responded that the ARs was constructed from concrete, and a total 
of 174 blocks have currently been deployed. He further expressed hope that additional 
ARs units will be deployed in the future. 

 
83. Mr. Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin shared his experience regarding monitoring the 

effectiveness of ARs. He mentioned that monitoring the effectiveness of ARs is quite 
complex. There are two types of fish around ARs which categorize into resident fish such 
as Lutjanidae, Serranidae, Haemulidae, Pomacentridae and visiting species such as 
Caranx ignobilis, Caranx sexfasciatus, and Carangoides fulvoguttatus. To address this 
variation, he increased the sampling frequency around the ARs and employed multiple 
types of fishing gear to capture the full range of species compositions. In addition to 
technical monitoring, Mr. Muhammad Amirullah Al-Amin highlighted the importance of 
ARs management. Following deployment, continuous monitoring is essential to prevent 
local fishers from conducting fishing activities directly around the ARs. Without proper 
regulation, ARs may function as highly effective fish aggregating devices, which could 
inadvertently lead to overexploitation of adult fish stocks in the area.  

 
84. Dr. Ha explained that Viet Nam conducted independent fisheries surveys prior to the 

deployment of AR, which are usually placed around 10 nautical miles from the shore. At 
present, data on ARs diversity is primarily obtained from the fisheries independent 
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surveys conducted by RIMF before and after the deployment of ARs. He expressed hope 
that, in the future, underwater cameras and divers could be utilized to monitor the 
biodiversity within the AR more effectively.  

 
85. Ms. Liza shared the measures undertaken by the Department of Marine Fisheries Sarawak 

in monitoring ARs within Sarawak waters. She explained that fishers who use fish traps 
are licensed for Zone C which is required to operate beyond 12 nautical miles from the 
coastline. Any fish traps found within 12 nautical miles will be disposed of by the 
department’s divers, thereby ensuring that ARs deployed within this zone are not 
adversely affected. 

 
VI. TECHNICAL DISCUSSION ON THE CONSERVATION MEASURES AND 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
 

86. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida facilitated the session on the ‘Summary of Feedback on 
Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies Questionnaire’. The participants 
reviewed the summary and proposed several modifications. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida 
acknowledged the revisions and updated her summary slides accordingly. The updated 
presentation appears as Annex 26. 

 
VII. CONCLUSION AND WAY FORWARD OF THE PROJECT 

 
87. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida facilitated the session on ‘Regional Recommendations on the 

Future Direction of Pelagic Fisheries’. She shared that during the Forty-eighth Meeting 
of the Program Committee of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center held on 
3- 5 November 2025 in Langkawi, Kedah, Malaysia, there was suggestion that future 
activities should emphasize integrating digital data platforms and strengthening capacity 
building to support the AMSs that continue to face challenges in collecting and 
harmonizing fishery statistics data. The 48 PCM meeting highlighted the importance of 
inter-agency coordination at the national level, particularly among research, enforcement, 
and policy authorities. In response to that suggestion, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida 
suggested looking into aspects of integration data and capacity building programs.  
 

88. All participants gave constructive suggestions for future direction. Their inputs and 
insights lay the groundwork for more resilient and sustainable governance of pelagic 
fisheries in the region. 
 

89. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida also presented the Recommendation for the Future Direction 
of Pelagic Fisheries (2026–2035), in which outlined key suggested actions that AMSs 
could undertake over the ten-year period. She listed in three phases; i) Phase 1 Foundation 
(2026-2027), ii) Phase 2 Integration and Pilot (2028-2030), and iii) Phase 3 Consolidation 
(2031-2035). Her updated presentation appears as Annex 27. 

 
90. Ms. Mazalina presented ‘The Way Forward of the Project’. Her presentation appears as 

Annex 28.  
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91. Ms. Pattaratjit added that since the project ‘Introduction to the Implementation and 
Assessment of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing 
Capacity’ is also implemented under the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP), the outcomes of the Project will be 
reported through the ASEAN mechanism.   

 
VIII. CLOSING REMARKS 

 
92. Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi expressed his gratitude to all 

participants for their attendance and active participation in the discussions. He formally 
closed the RTC. His closing remarks appear as Annex 29.  
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ANNEX 2 

OPENING ADDRESS 
 

The Regional Technical Consultation (RTC) on The Conservation Effort and Management 
Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia, 

6-8 January 2026 
Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia. 

 
by Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

 
 A very good morning.  
 
Our resource person, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah from University Malaysia 
Terengganu   
  
Ms. Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator for the Regional Project of Fishing Capacity and also  
the Special Departmental Coordinator of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD  
 
Representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat and SEAFDEC Training Department, 
 
Representative from Brunei Darussalam,  
Representative from Cambodia,  
Representative from Indonesia,  
Representative from Malaysia,  
Representative from Myanmar,  
Representative from The Philippines, 
Representative from Thailand,   
Representative from Vietnam.  
 
Representatives from the Department of Fisheries Sabah, Fisheries Research Institute Kg. 
Acheh Perak, FRI Batu Maung Pulau Pinang, FRI Bintawa Sarawak, Department of Marine 
Fisheries Sarawak, as well as officers and staffs from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
First of all, I wish Happy New Year 2026 and warmly welcome to The Regional Technical 
Consultation (RTC) on the Conservation Effort and Management Strategies of Pelagic 
Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia, which will be held from today until 8 January 2026 in 
Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan. 
 
This RTC represents the fourth and final consultation under the project entitled 
“Implementation and Assessment of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action (RPOA) for 
Management of Fishing Capacity.” Initiated in April 2024 and scheduled to conclude in April 
this year, this project is generously funded by the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). It 
involves the active participation from fisheries management agencies across ASEAN Member 
States (AMSs), except for Lao PDR. The project’s goal is to strengthen regional cooperation 
and enhance fisheries information systems through the implementation of RPOA Capacity, 
focusing particularly on selected pelagic species to promote sustainability and responsible 
resource management. 
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During 2024 and 2025, MFRDMD successfully carried out ten (10) key activities, including 
the development of three comprehensive questionnaires. The first questionnaire examined 
national fishing capacity profiles, the implementation status of the RPOA Capacity, and the 
implementation status of ASEAN Guidelines on IUU Fishing in AMSs. The second 
questionnaire assessed the existing fisheries information systems or mechanisms in AMSs. The 
third questionnaire, which focused on Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of 
pelagic fisheries resources, will be the subject of discussion and feedback during this RTC. 
 
In 2025, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD successfully organized three Regional Technical 
Consultations (RTCs). The first RTC, titled “The Regional Technical Consultation on Fishing 
Capacity Profiles and Implementation Status of the RPOA-Capacity in the Asian Region”, was 
held on 25 to 27 February in Kuala Lumpur with 41 participants, including representatives 
from 8 AMSs, the SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEAFDEC/TD, and collaborating organizations. The 
second RTC, titled “The Regional Technical Consultation on the Current Status of the Regional 
Fisheries Information or Mechanism in the Asian Region”, took place on 28 to 30 May in Kuala 
Lumpur, attended by 38 participants, including representatives from 7 AMSs, the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat, SEAFDEC/TD and associated entities. Lastly, the third RTC, titled “The Regional 
Technical Consultation on Harmonization of Simple and Practical Indicators for Sustainable 
Pelagic Fisheries in Southeast Asia”, was held on 22 to 24 October in Subang, Selangor, 
Malaysia, with 37 participants including representatives from 7 AMSs and additional partner 
institutions.   
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Today’s RTC marks an important milestone as we move into the fourth output of the project: 
“Current status on conservation and management strategies of selected pelagic fishes in AMSs 
are identified and documented.” Conservation efforts for pelagic fisheries are vital to 
safeguarding fish stocks and marine ecosystems, while management strategies emphasize 
regulating fishing capacity, strengthening monitoring and surveillance, and fostering regional 
cooperation. Together, these approaches form the foundation for ensuring the long-term 
sustainability of shared pelagic resources, which are critical to food security, livelihoods, and 
ecological balance in Southeast Asia. 
 
In this RTC, we will exchange valuable information on policies and strategies that have already 
been implemented across our region. I am confident that many AMSs have achieved notable 
successes, with positive impacts observed on fisheries resources in their respective countries. 
These experiences will serve as important lessons and inspiration for further collaborative 
action. Your active participation and constructive input throughout this consultation are 
essential. This will enable us to move forward with effective solutions, strengthen regional 
solidarity, and ensure continued collaboration in promoting sustainability and responsible 
resource management. 
 
Finally, on behalf of MFRDMD, I wish to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
our distinguished resource person, Associate Professor Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah, the Project 
Coordinator, Ms. Mazalina Ali, as well as to all representatives and meeting secretariats for 
their dedication and, commitment in making this consultation a reality. 
 
With that, I am honoured to declare “The Regional Technical Consultation (RTC) on the 
Conservation Effort and Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast 
Asia.” is officially opened. 
Thank you very much  
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ANNEX 4 
 

 

 

The Regional Technical Consultation on the 
Conservation Efforts and Management 
Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in 
Southeast Asia 
 

6 to 8 January 2026  
Port Dickson, Malaysia 

 

PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 

1. Background 

Pelagic fisheries play a vital role in the socio-economic and food security landscape of 
Southeast Asia, contribute significantly to the total marine capture fisheries production in the 
region. These species form the backbone of many coastal and island communities’ livelihoods 
and are integral to regional and international seafood trade. Pelagic fisheries consistently 
contributed approximately 45–60% of the total marine capture fisheries production in 
Southeast Asia. Countries such as Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam are among 
the largest producers, contributing substantial volumes of pelagic fish both for domestic 
consumption and export markets. In recent years, the region has seen an increase in demand 
for pelagic species, driven by population growth, changing consumption patterns, and 
international market pressures. 

The sustainability of pelagic fisheries in Southeast Asia is under growing pressure due to 
overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, habitat degradation, climate 
change, and limited management capacity. The transboundary nature of many pelagic fisheries, 
coupled with disparities in data collection and monitoring among ASEAN Member States 
(AMSs), further complicates effective regional management.  
 
Recognizing these challenges, SEAFDEC, through MFRDMD, has been implementing 
regional initiatives to strengthen pelagic fisheries management frameworks and enhance 
scientific knowledge, including stock assessments, indicators for monitoring, and regional 
cooperation mechanisms for shared and transboundary stocks. AMSs also have undertaken 
various conservation efforts and management strategies to safeguard pelagic resources. These 
include the establishment of marine protected areas, seasonal fishing closures, gear restrictions, 
catch documentation schemes, and community-based fisheries management. Regional 
cooperation has also been strengthened through initiatives aligned with international 
frameworks such as the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable 
Fisheries for Food Security, the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, and the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, particularly SDG 14: Life Below Water. 

Recognizing the urgent need for coordinated regional action, this Regional Technical 
Consultation (RTC) aims to consolidate national and regional experiences, identify priority, 
strengthen conservation efforts and harmonize management strategies, and develop 
recommendations to support sustainable pelagic fisheries in Southeast Asia. 
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2. Objective of the RTC 

This RTC aims to: 

 Assess the current status of pelagic fisheries resources in Southeast Asia. 

 Discuss conservation and management measures currently applied in AMSs and identify 

good practices, lessons learned, and gaps. 

 Identify common challenges and opportunities for regional collaboration. 

 Develop regional recommendations and strategies to enhance conservation and 

management efforts of pelagic fisheries. 

 Strengthen partnerships among governments, research institutions, and regional 

organizations. 

 

3. Expected Outputs 

This RTC is expected to: 

 Consolidated regional overview on pelagic fisheries status. 

 Documentation of country management practices/strategies, conservation, and challenges. 

 Recommendations for capacity building, action plan, and regional frameworks for 

conservation and management strategies. 

 

4. Date and Venue of the RTM 

The Regional Technical Consultation on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies 
of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia will be held from 6th to 8th January 2026 in 
Port Dickson, Malaysia. 

 

5. Participants of the Meeting 

It is envisaged that the participants of the meeting will be: 

a. Two resource persons, 
b. Two representatives from AMSs except Lao PDR and Malaysia, 
c. Representatives from Department of Fisheries (DOF) Malaysia, DOF Sabah, 

Department of Marine Fisheries Sarawak, Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) Kg. 
Acheh, FRI Batu Maung, and FRI Bintawa, 

d. Chief, Deputy Chief, Project Coordinator, and relevant officers from 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD. 
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6. Tentative Agenda 

Agenda 1: Opening Session 

Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda and Introduction of the project 

Agenda 4: Introduction to the Conservation Efforts Management Strategies of Pelagic 
Fisheries 

Agenda 5: Country Presentations on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies 
of Pelagic Fisheries Resources 

Agenda 6: Technical Discussion on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies 
of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia 

Agenda 7: Conclusion and Way Forward 

Agenda 8: Closing Session 

 

 

Secretariat and Correspondence 

All correspondence regarding the Regional Technical Consultation should be addressed to: 

Ms. Mazalina Ali 
mazalina@seafdec.org.my 
Special Department Coordinator 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia 
Tel: 609 – 6175940 
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The Regional Technical Consultation on 
the Conservation Efforts and 
Management Strategies of Pelagic 
Resources in Southeast Asia 
 
6 – 8 January 2026   
Port Dickson, Malaysia 

 
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

 
5 January 2026 (Monday) 

15:00 –  Check-in hotel 

Day 1 (6 January 2026, Tuesday) 

Moderator: Mr. Muhammad Amirullah Al Amin bin Ayob 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration 

Agenda 1: Opening Session 

09:00 – 09:10 
Opening Address  

by Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

09:10 – 09:20 Self-Introduction of Participants 

Agenda 2: Adoption of Agenda and Introduction of the Project 

09:20 – 09:30 
Adoption of the Agenda 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

09:30 – 09:40 
Introduction of the Project 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

Agenda 3: Introduction to Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies of Pelagic 

Fisheries 

09:40 – 10:40 
Technical Presentation  

by Resource Person 

10:40 – 11:10 Group Photo and Morning Break 

Agenda 4: Country Presentation on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies 

of Pelagic Fisheries 

11:10 – 11:30 Brunei Darussalam 

11:30 – 11:50 Cambodia 

11:50 – 12:10 Indonesia 

12:10 – 12:30 Malaysia 

12:30 – 14:30 Lunch Break 
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14:30 – 14:50 Myanmar 

14:50 – 15:10 Philippines 

15:10 – 15:30 Thailand 

15:30 – 15:50 Viet Nam 

15:50 – 16:10 Sec/TD 

16:10 – 16:30 DOF Sabah 

16:30 – 17:00 Tea Break 

Day 2 (7 January 2026, Wednesday) 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

Agenda 5: Country Presentation on the Success Stories 

09:00 – 09:20 Brunei Darussalam 

09:20 – 09:40 Cambodia 

09:40 – 10:00 Indonesia 

10:00 – 10:20 Malaysia 

10:20 – 11:00 Morning Break 

11:00 – 11:20 Myanmar 

11:20 – 11:40 Philippines 

11:40 – 12:00 Thailand 

12:00 – 12:20 Viet Nam 

12:20 – 12:40 DOF Sabah 

12:40 – 14:30 Lunch Break 

Agenda 6: Technical Discussion on the Conservation Efforts and Management Strategies 

of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia 

14:30 – 16:30 
Technical Discussion on Conservation Measures and Management Strategies 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

16:30 – 17:00 Tea Break 

Day 3 (8 January 2026, Thursday) 

Chairperson: Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

09:00 – 10:30 

Technical Discussion on Conservation Measures and Management Strategies 

Cont. 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Break 
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11:00 – 13:00 

Technical Discussion on Conservation Measures and Management Strategies 

Cont. 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break 

Agenda 7: Conclusion and Way Forward of the Project 

14:30 – 15:30 
Regional Recommendations on the Future Direction of Pelagic Fisheries 

Facilitator: Resource Persons 

15:30 – 15:40 
Way Forward 

by Ms Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator 

15:40 – 16:40 Tea Break 

16:40 – 17:00 Adoption of the Meeting Report 

Agenda 8: Closing Session 

17:00 – 17:10 
Closing Session 

by Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

9 January (Friday) 

08:00 – 12:00 Check-out hotel 
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ANNEX 29 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

The Regional Technical Consultation (RTC) on The Conservation Effort and Management 
Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia,  

6-8 January 2026 
Port Dickson, Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia. 

 
by Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi Ahmad Arshad, Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

 

 
A very good morning.  
 
Our Distinguished Resource Person, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida Mat Piah from University 
Malaysia Terengganu   
 
Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadason, Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC 
  
Ms. Mazalina Ali, Project Coordinator for the Regional Project of Fishing Capacity and also  
the Special Departmental Coordinator of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
 
Dr. Supapong Pattarapongpan, SEAFDEC Training Department 
 
Representative from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, The 
Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam.  
 
Representatives from the Department of Fisheries Sabah, Fisheries Research Institute Kg. 
Acheh Perak, FRI Batu Maung Penang, FRI Bintawa Sarawak, Department of Marine Fisheries 
Sarawak, as well as officers and staffs from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD.  
 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Today is the last day of our Regional Technical Consultation Workshop on Conservation 
Efforts and Management Strategies of Pelagic Fisheries Resources in Southeast Asia, under 
the project of “Implementation and Assessment of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action 
(RPOA) for Management of Fishing Capacity. I think we have already archived the objectives 
of this workshop.    

This workshop became a platform for us to discuss on conservation challenges facing our 
region, examined management measures currently in place, and shared experiences, success 
stories and best practices from across Southeast Asia. Our discussions clearly demonstrate both 
the complexity of the issues we face and the potential management strategies to address them. 

Southeast Asia is one of the world’s most biologically diverse regions, yet it is also among the 
most vulnerable to environmental pressures. We have identified the top five dominant issues 
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for conservation effort in our region; Illegal, unreported, unregulated fishing (IUU), used of 
unsustainable fishing gears, lack of regular fish stock assessment, overfishing and lack of 
regulated or authorised fish landing sites. In this context, the importance of science-based 
management, effective policy frameworks, and strong regional collaboration cannot be 
overstated. We have also discussed the gaps, challenges, potential new strategies in 
conservation efforts and management strategies, and the recommendation programs for future 
direction of Pelagic Fisheries.  

The outcomes of this consultation should not be seen as the end of our efforts, but as a 
foundation for continued action. The recommendations, shared lessons, and networks 
established here, and continued cooperation are essential to ensure that our conservation and 
management measures will give a lasting impact. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to our resource person Associate Professor Dr. 
Rumeaida Mat Piah from Universiti Malaysia Terengganu for hard working in summarising 
the information given by member countries, representatives from the AMSs for your interesting 
and informative presentation and your active participation with the spirit of collaboration, 
which have been key to the success of this workshop. 

My appreciation also to the members of workshop secretariat and officers of MFRDMD for 
their tireless effort to ensure this workshop is held as scheduled.  
I on behave of MFRDMD apologize for any shortcoming occurred during this workshop. See 
you in the next workshop and safe journey home. 
 
With that, I officially declare the meeting is closed. Thank you very much.    
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APPENDIX 
Meeting images photographed by Mr. Noredzuan Hakimi Ghani 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Abd Haris Hilmi Ahmad 
Arshad, Chief of MFRDMD 
 

 Ms. Mazalina Ali 
Special Departmental 
Coordinator of MFRDMD 
 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Rumeaida 
Mat Piah, Resource Person 
from UMT 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Pattaratjit 
Kaewnuratchadasorn 
SEAFDEC Secretariat 

 Dr. Supapong 
Pattarapongpan 
SEAFDEC/TD 

 

 Ms. Desimawati Haji Metali 
Brunei Darussalam 



148 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Siti Nur Nisrina Matali 
Brunei Darussalam 

 Mr. Leng Syvann 
Cambodia 

 Dr. Chea Tharith 
Cambodia 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Djoko Arye Prasetyo, 
Indonesia  

 Mr. Karto Pulung  
Indonesia 

 Ms. Marlinda Anim 
Marham, Malaysia 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Liza Haji Long 
Malaysia  

 Ms. Haryati Abd Wahab 
Malaysia 

 Ms. Noor Suhailis Zelani 
Malaysia 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Irman Isnain 
Malaysia 

 Mr. Jamil Musel 
FRI Bintawa, Sarawak 

 Mr. Sallehudin Jamon 
FRI Kampung Acheh, Perak 



149 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Ryon Siow 
FRI Kampung Acheh, Perak 

 Ms. Norhanida Daud 
FRI Batu Maung, Penang 

 Mr. Soe Win 
Myanmar 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Zaw Khaing 
Myanmar 

 Ms. Kima Karla H.Cedo 
Philippines 

 Ms. Noimie Rose B. 
Dicdiquin, Philippines 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Nipa Kulanujaree 
Thailand 

 Ms. Jitrapohn 
Khaemasook, Thailand 

 Mr. Le Huu Tuan Anh 
Viet Nam 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Vu Viet Ha 
Viet Nam 

 Mr. Mohammad Faisal Md 
Saleh, MFRDMD 

 Mr. Muhammad Amirullah 
Al-Amin Ayob, MFRDMD 



150 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms. Khairiah Jaafar 
MDRDMD 

 Ms. Che Nurfatihah Che Li 
@ Che Ali, MFRDMD 

 Mr. Rosdi Mohd Nor 
MFRDMD  

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Nor Azman Zakaria 
MFRDMD 

 Mr. Mohd Saki Noor 
MFRDMD 

 Mr. Mohd Sukri Muda 
MFRDMD  

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. Muhammad Khairul 
Nizam Man, MFRDMD 

 Mr.  Noredzuan Hakimi 
Ghani, MFRDMD 

 Mr. Azmeer Mohd Yusof 
MFRDMD 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ahmad Fairuz Mohamad 
MFRDMD 

 Mr. Ahmad Akid Ajwad Yamani, 
Internship student 

 

 
 



151 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 



152 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
 






